
 

WORLD AIDS DAY 2004 

   On November 30, 2004  the 
Harvard Journal of African 
American Public Policy  cospon-
sored a panel discussion enti-
t l e d  “ L e a d e r s h i p 
Through Action: Con-
fronting HIV/AIDS at 
Home and Abroad.” 
This event  dealt with 
the impact of the HIV/
AIDS pandemic on mil-
lions of people around 
the world, highlighting 
the growing impact on 
African Americans and 
women of color. Panel-
ist included Adam Han-
dler of CARE Interna-
tional, Joe Corleo, Ex-
ecutive Director of the 
AIDS Housing Corpora-
tion, and Cindy Tchampl of 
RESULTS, a grassroots advo-
cacy organization.  Panelists 
shared their work in HIV/AIDS 
treatment and prevention and 
discussed effective advocacy 

efforts, including how their 
organizations have helped safe-
guard people’s rights to medical 
care, provided access to hous-
ing, and pressured congres-
sional leaders to give adequate 

funding and support for HIV/
AIDS policy issues.   

   Prior to the panel discussion, 
students viewed selected clips 
from “A Closer Walk,” a docu-

mentary by filmmaker Robert 
Bilheimer that chronicles the 
lives of individuals affected by 
HIV/AIDS and details the in-
creased feminization of the 
virus and disease throughout 

the world.  Those in 
attendance, including 
students from Harvard 
College, the Harvard 
School of Public 
Health, and Harvard 
Business School, left 
with valuable informa-
tion about how to 
mobilize others and 
contribute to the on-
going efforts to ad-
dress this growing 
pandemic.  In addition, 
panelists urged stu-
dents to lobby Con-
gress, join organiza-

tions addressing the needs of 
people affected by and living 
with the disease, and remain 
encouraged and hopeful in the 
global fight against HIV/AIDS. 

“Leadership Through Action: Confronting HIV/AIDS At Home & Abroad” 

From the Editor 

It is difficult to ignore the escalating rate of HIV/AIDS within African American communities, particularly 
among women.  Unfortunately, many in the United States choose to examine this issue through the very 
narrow lens of health care.  However, no place else in the world is HIV/AIDS a health care issue alone, and 
many rarely consider the ways in which this epidemic is sweeping through Black communities.  Interestingly, 
when I think of how little attention the growing epidemic of HIV/AIDS in African American communities 
receives, it often conjures the line Ralph Ellison penned in his classic Invisible Man: "I am invisible, understand, 
simply because people refuse to see me."  It is with this in mind that we have chosen to dedicate the elev-
enth volume of the Harvard Journal of African American Public Policy to the exploration of HIV/AIDS within 
African American communities and the Diaspora.  The Journal acts as a practical conduit to reveal the far-
reaching implications of HIV/AIDS for Black communities, including what we can glean from the challenges 
and feats experienced throughout the African Diaspora in the fight against the spread of infection and the 
management of the disease.  We seek to broaden the scope of this topic to reveal how its complexities ex-
tend to various policy areas, including but not limited to the economy, business and government, and the 
criminal justice system.  We invite you to join our discussion of this very important topic and welcome your 
support of our endeavor to help win a fight that has only just begun.       -Geralyn Richard 
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Upcoming Events 

Brown Bag Event — March 2005 

1st Annual Black Alumni Confer-
ence — April 8-10, 2005  

Publication Release  — June 2005 

Harvard students listen as World AIDS Day panelists dis-
cuss the impact of HIV/AIDS domestically and abroad. 



 

As a student-run publication, the Journal is solely dependent on financial support from the 
Kennedy School Student Government Association and contributors like you!  A tax-
deductible gift to the Journal will help us to continue to deliver the quality publication our 
readers have come to expect.   

 $50     will pay for online web development training courses for 2 staff members 

 $100   will provide refreshments for the Spring Brown Bag event 

 $150   will purchase Dreamweaver web development software 

 $200   will create Journal subscriptions to the libraries of 5 HBCUs 

 $250   will purchase Microsoft Office Suite and Adobe Elements 

 $500   will supply the Journal office with a printer 

 $1000 will enable the Journal to host a Publication Release reception 

 $1500 will purchase a new computer complete with current software 

The Winter Subscription Campaign has begun! 

year.  Among its contributors, Volume X fea-
tures Congressman Jesse Jackson, Jr. (D-IL) 
advocating the importance of political partici-
pation; Dr. William Rodgers, President of the 
National Economic Association, presenting 
new strategies to increase economic growth 
among African Americans; and Julius E. Coles, 
President of Africare, addressing the HIV/
AIDS epidemic in Africa.  Politics & Progress is 
designed to engage individuals in the political 
process and provoke solution-oriented think-
ing.  Don’t miss this opportunity to own a 
copy of this landmark edition.  Order Politics 
& Progress today! 

In the summer of 2004, HJAAP released 
Volume X entitled Politics and Progress, 
one of the publications’ most impressive 
editions since its inception.  Using lessons 
from the African American experience, 
Politics & Progress lays out innovative 
strategies to move the country in a new 
direction.  This volume reflects the diver-
sity of voices within our community, 
from public officials to community advo-
cates.  While their politics may differ, 
they share the common desire to make 
progress for African Americans that ex-
tends beyond the 2004 election 
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Get a Copy of the Groundbreaking "Politics & Progress” 

Support the Journal! 
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Erica McKnight, Managing Editor of 
Operations, at the Kennedy 
School Club Fair sharing the Jour-
nal with prospective members. 

The Harvard Journal of African American Public Policy is an excellent gift, and this winter we 
are offering discounts of up to 30% when you purchase multiple subscriptions!  In addition 
to purchasing HJAAP as a gift for family and friends, we invite you to purchase copies for 
historically black colleges and universities.  Your gift subscription can help to expand the 
resources available to thousands of students.  When we receive your order form, we will 
forward copies of the upcoming Volume XI to the institutions of your choice on your be-
half.  Subscribing is easy!  Simply send your request via email to hjaap@ksg.harvard.edu 
or contact us at (617) 496-0517.  All volumes of HJAAP have provided an arena for thought-
provoking discourse on matters affecting African American communities, and Volume XI 
will be an especially timely resource.  Subscribe today! 


