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“Appl i ed Ethics” or “Practical Ethics” uses ethical theory (such as
utilitarianisn) to solve real-world noral problens. The goal of
this class is to |l ook at a range of inportant noral problens from
the utilitarian point of view Mny of these issues confront us
every day: the ethics of our relationship with animls, which
rai ses serious questions about the food we eat; our environnental

i npact; problens for the sanctity of human life; and the disparity
of wealth between those living in affluent nations and the poorest
people in the world. We will put special enphasis on the work of
Peter Singer, who has produced a sequence of influential and
controversial books over the last thirty years in which he applies
utilitarianismto problenms such as world hunger, abortion, aninma

rights, euthanasia, etc. The class wll begin with a brief
introduction to utilitarian theory, and the remaining sem nar
meetings will be devoted to exploring the utilitarian take on
specific noral problenms. Qoposing views will also be represented.
Qur eye in this course wll be towards not so nuch questions of
public policy, as to finding ways of understanding these
controversies that illumnate what is norally inportant about them

and which allow us to have sone confidence that we can actually
make progress in our thinking about them

Requi renent s

Priority in this semnar is given to EP& mmjors; enrollnment is
limted to 20 students. Students are required to attend the sem nar
nmeetings and to give one 5-10 mn presentation on an article or a
book chapter. By the end of the terns students are al so expected to
have witten a 20-pages paper related to the material discussed in
this class. Sonme prior know edge of philosophical ethics will be
assuned (i.e., to the extent taught in Phil osophy 120).

Requi r ed Readi ngs

The foll owm ng books are avail able for purchase at Book Haven:



WlliamH Shaw, Contenporary Ethics. Taking Account of
Utilitarianism

Peter Singer, Animal Liberation

Peter Singer, Practical Ethics

Hel ga Kuhse and Peter Singer (eds.), Bioethics. A Reader

In addition, a reader is available for purchase at Tyco.

Schedul e
(a) = required readings

(b) = additional recommended readings (for students with special
interests or those planning on witing on that subject area)

Wed, Jan 10: Introduction; Utilitarianism- Theory
(a) Shaw, chapters 1, 2, and 3
(b) Excerpts from J. J. Smart and Bernard WIIians,
Utilitarianism - For and Agai nst, in Reader

Wed, Jan 17: continued

Shaw, chapters 6, 7, and 8

)
) Practical Ethics, chapters 1 and 2; John Taurek, “Shoul d
e Nunbers Count ?”, in Reader
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Wed, Jan 24: Rich and Poor: World Hunger and International Justice

(a) Nigel Dower, “Wrld Poverty”, in Reader; Singer, “Fam ne,
Affluence, and Mrality”, in Reader; Singer, “The Singer
Solution to Wrld Poverty”, in Reader; Kamm “Fam ne Ethics:
the Problem of Distance in Mrality and Singer’s Ethical
Theory”, in Reader

(b) Practical Ethics, chapter 8

Wed, Jan 31: conti nued

(a) Robert Van Wk, “Perspectives on Wrld Hunger and the
Extent of Qur Positive Duties”, in Reader; Robert De Ceorge,
“Property and G obal Justice”, in Reader; excerpts from Janes
Fi shkin, The Limts of Obligation, in Reader; John Arthur,
“Rights and the Duty to bring Aid”, in Reader

(b) Robert Goodin, “Free Myvenent: I|f people were Mney?”;
Garrett Hardin, “Lifeboat Ethics: The Case Agai nst Hel ping the
Poor”; N ck Eberstadt, “Mths of the Food Crisis”, all in
Reader

Wed, Feb. 7: Aninmal Rights
(a) Animal Rights, chapter 1-3



(b) I'mmanuel Kant, “Duties Towards Ani mal s”; Jereny Bentham *“A
Uilitarian View’, both in Bioethics; H J. Md oskey,
“Ri ghts”, in Reader

Wed, Feb 14: conti nued

(a) Animal Rights, chapters 4-6; Jan Narveson, “Aninmal R ghts”,
i n Reader;

(b) Richard Hare, “Why | amonly a Dem -Vegetarian”, Response

to Narveson by Regan; Cora D anond, “Eating Meat and Eating

Peopl e”; Bonni e Steinbock, “Speceism and Equality”, all in

Reader

Wed, Feb. 21: The Sanctity of Life: Wat’s Wong with Killing, and
is there a Difference between Killing and Letting D e?

(a) Practical Ethics, chapter 4; Jonathan d over, “The
Sanctity of Life”, Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith,
“Decl arati on on Euthanasia”;, Gernmain Gisez and Joseph Boyl e,

“The Morality of Killing: A Traditional View, all in
Bi oet hi cs;
(b) Thomas Nagel, “Death”, in Reader; Jonat han Bennett,

“What ever the Consequences’™; Wnston Nesbitt, “Is Killing No
Worse Than Letting D e”, both in Bioethics

Wed, Feb. 28: The Sanctity of Life: Abortion

(a) Practical Ethics, chapter 6; Judith J. Thonmson, “A Defense
of Abortion”, in Bioethics; John Finnis, “Abortion and Health
Care Ethics”, in Bioethics, Jim Stone, “Why Potentiality
Matters”, in Reader
(b) Mary Ann Warren, “On the Miral and Legal Status of
Abortion”, in Reader

Wed, March 19: continued
(a) Warren Quinn, “Abortion: ldentity and Loss”, in Reader; Don

Marquis, “Wiy  Abortion is Imoral”, in Bioethics; Richard
Hare, “Abortion and the CGolden Rule”, in Biothetics; Rosalind
Hur st house, “Virtue Theory and Abortion”, in Reader

(b) /

Wed, March 26: The Sanctity of Life: Brain Death and Vegetarian
State

(a) “Report of the Ad Hoc Committe” in Bioethics; Singer,
Ret hinking Life and Death, chapters 1-3, in Reader; M chael
Green and Daniel Wkler, “Brain Death and Personal Identity”;
David Lanb, Death, Brain, and Ethics, chapters 5, 6, and 8;
Germain Gisez and Joseph Boyle, Life and Death with Liberty
and Justice, chapter 3, all in Reader

(b) Singer, “Is the Sanctity of Life Doctrine Termnally II17?”

in Bioethics



Wed, April 4: The Sanctity of Life: Physician Assisted Suicide and
Vol unt ary Eut hanasi a

(a) Practical Ethics, chapter 7; Janes Rachels, *“Active and

Passi ve Eut hanasia”, in Bioethics; Philippa Foot, “Euthanasia”

Joel Feinberg, “Voluntary Eut hanasia and the |Inalienable R ght

to Life”, both in Reader

(b) Judith Jarvis Thonson, “Physician-Assisted Suicide: Two
Moral Argunents”, in Reader

Wed, April 11: Environnment

(a) Practical Ethics, chapter 10; Aldo Leopold, “The Land
Ethic”, in Reader; Baird Callicott, “Animal Liberation: A
Triangul ar Affair”, in Reader; Elliott Sober, “Phil osophi cal
Probl ens for Environmentalisnf, in Reader; Karen Warren, “The
Power and Prom se of Ecol ogi cal Fem ni snf, in Reader

(b) Rolston, “Respect for Life: Counting what Singer Finds of
No Account”; Robert Elliot, “Environnental Ethics”, both in
Reader

Wed, April 18: Concluding D scussion: Wiy Act Mrally?

(a) Practical Ethics, chapter 11 and 12
(b) /



