B Loughborough
University

The British Candi date Study, 1991

Questionnaire

We are asking for your cooperation in conpleting this questionnaire as part of the British
Candi date Study, 1991.

This study has secured the official support of your party. The survey is a research project
under the direction of Dr Joni Lovenduski and Dr Andrew Geddes at Loughborough University,
and Dr Pippa Norris and Dr Catriona Levy at Edinburgh University. The st udy is

sponsored by the Econonmic and Soci al Research Council, an academ c research body. The
project involves a survey ofparty menbers in constituency parties, applicants on approved
party lists, Parlianmentary candi dates and MPs.

The aimof the research is to |earn about your experience of the sel ection process, political
attitudes and personal background. The success of the project depends upon our receiving as
many replies as possible. W realise that there are numerous demands on your tine, however your
reply would nmake a invaluable contribution to the study, and your help would be greatly
appr eci at ed. The questions cover a w de range of subjects but each can be answered by
sinply ticking one of the boxes provided, or witing in a brief answer.

All replies wll be treated in the strictest confidence. No information will be published
which is attributable to individual candidates wthout their prior witten permssion. No
information on political attitudes (Section C wll be published before the next general
el ection.

It would be appreciated if the conpleted questionnaire could be placed in the enclosed stanped
addressed envel ope and posted back wthin one nonth. If you would be interested in I|earning
about the results please indicate by ticking the final box. |If you have any c omments about the
questionnaire they should be attached to your return. Please feel free to contact Dr Levy with
any enquiries about the survey.

Thank you in advance for your help.

Yours sincerely

Pi ppa Norris and Joni Lovenduski



BRI TI SH CANDI DATE SURVEY 1991

SECTI ON A1 POLI TI CAL BACKGROUND

First, we would like to ask you some questions about your political

1. What is your current party affiliation?

Conservative__

Labour/ Co-op__

Li beral Denocrat__
Scottish National __
Plaid Cynru__

G een__

O her (pl ease specify)

2. Are you currently an el ected Menber of Parlianent?

Yes_
No

3. Are you a prospective Parlianentary candidate for the

If "yes', for which constituency are you standi ng?

4. \Wen did you first join your present political party?

19

5. Has your party menbershi p been continuous since then?

Yes_
No

com ng gener al

6. Have you ever been a nmenmber of another British political party?

Yes_
No__

If 'Yes', which one?

Conservative__

Labour/ Co-op__

Li beral __

SDP__

Li beral Denocrats__
Scottish National __
Plaid Cynru__

Geen__

O her (pl ease specify)

7. \What was your single npst inmportant reason for joining your

present political party?

PLEASE WRI TE I N

backgr ound.

el ection?



8. Please tick if you have ever Yes

Held a local Party office
Hel d regional Party officee
Hel d national Party of fice

Been a candidate for local governnent
Been el ected to | ocal governnent

Been a candidate for the European Parlianent
Been el ected to the European Parliament

Served on a |l ocal public body
Served on a national public body

Held office in a local pressure group
Held office in a national pressure group
Hel d office in other community groups

Hel d office in a professional body
Hel d office in a student organization
Hel d office in a trade union

(For woren only)
Held office in a wonen's organi sation?

9. What are the two nost responsible political positions you have held outside of Parlianment?

10. How nmuch time do you usually devote to party activities in the average nonth?

Up to 5 hours

From5 to 10 hours
From 10 to 15 hours
From 15 to 20 hours
More than 20 hours

11. If you belong to any party groups, (for exanple the Fabian Society, the Bow Group or the
Tawney Society) could you please say which ones?

12. If you belong to any pressure groups (for exanple the Electoral Ref orm Soci ety
the National Council for Civil Liberties, the Chanber of Commerce, the Trade's Counci
or G eenpeace) could you please say which ones?

13. Has anyone in your famly been active in public Ilife, or held political office? If so
pl ease give details

14. Have you stood for Parlianment before?



If '"Yes' could you give brief details bel ow?
Candi date? El ected? Nane of Constituency?

1945 Yes___Yes

1950 Yes___Yes

1951 Yes___Yes

1955 Yes___Yes

1959 Yes___Yes

1964 Yes___Yes

1966 Yes___Yes

1970 Yes___Yes

1974(F) Yes___Yes

1974(O) Yes___Yes

1979 Yes___Yes

1983 Yes___Yes

1987 Yes___Yes

Byel ecti onYes Yes

15. Have your nmother and father ever been party nenbers?
Mot her Fat her

Yes____No__ Yes____No__
If "Yes', for which party?
Conservative
Labour/ Co- op
Li beral / Li b Dem SDP
Scottish National
Plaid Cynru
G een
O her (pl ease specify)

B: YOUR EXPERI ENCE OF SELECTI ON

16. \hat was the single nost inportant reason why you first
Par | i ament ?

PLEASE WRI TE I N

wanted to stand for



17. Sone peopl e recei ve encouragenent fromthose around them when they decide to stand for
public office, while other experience indifference or disapproval. How positive or negative

were the follow ng people in encouraging you to becone a candidate in the next election?
(Pl ease circle one nunber per line)

VERY VERY
PCSI Tl VE PCSI Tl VE NEUTRAL NEGATI VE NEGATI VE

Your spouse or partner
G her fam |y menbers
Personal friends

Wonen' s groups/ net wor ks
Conmuni ty groups

Busi ness associ at es
Fel l ow trade unionists
Party menbers

Party agents

Enpl oyers

8. For the coning general election:
For how many seats did you apply?

For how nany were you interviewed?

For how nany were you on the final short -list?

9. In your nost recent short-listing:
How many were on the final short-list?
How many were women?

How many were of Asian background?

How many were of Afro-Caribbean background? -
20. Wien originally deciding to apply for a constituency, how inportant were the follow ng
factors in influencing your choice of seats?

VERY QU TE NOT VERY NOT AT ALL
| MPORTANT | MPORTANT | MPORTANT | MPORTANT

already lived in the constituency
choose seats close to my hone
choose seats in ny region

chose seats close to Westminster
knew party nmenbers in the seat

was asked to apply

thought | could win the seat
thought it woul d be good experience

FOR LABOUR PARTY ONLY:
21. How many of the followi ng bodies nomnated you in your nost recent short-listing? And
how many of each are there in the constituency?

Total Who Noni nated You Total in Constituency
Branch sections
Trade Union sections
Co- operative sections
Wren' s sections

Soci al i st Societies

O her




FOR ALL RESPONDENTS:

22.1n your experience how inportant are the following qualities to party nenbers when
selecting their Parlianentary candi date?

VERY QU TE NOT VERY NOT AT ALL
| MPORTANT | MPORTANT | MPORTANT | MPORTANT

Good speaker

Personal energy/ ent husi asm
Good personal appearance
Political experience
Stable horme life

Supports menbers' views
Likely to win votes
Conmitted to constituency
Nationally well known
Local candi date

Vel | educated

Know edgeabl e about issues
Experi enced party worker

23. In your view was the procedure used in your nost recent selection application...

VERY QU TE NOT VERY NOT AT ALL
Denocrati c
Efficient
Conpl i cat ed
Fair

24. Do you think the influence the national party |eadership has over the selection of
Parliamentary candidates is generally..

Far too great
Too great
About right
Too little
Far too little __

25. Do think that the influence the |local party has over the selection of Parliamentary
candi dates is generally..

Far too great
Too great
About right
Too little
Far too little __

26. In your view how inportant are the following parts of an M's job?
VERY QUI TE NOT VERY NOT AT ALL
| MPORTANT | MPORTANT | MPORTANT | MPORTANT

Speaking in Parlianment

Hol di ng regul ar constituency surgeries
Attending | ocal party neetings
Parliamentary commttee work
Representing regional interests

Hel ping with individual problens
Supporting the party | eader

Devel opi ng party policy

Voting the party line in Parlianent
Speaking to the national press & TV
Attending | ocal comunity functions
Representing the constituency in Parlianent
Working with interest groups

Def endi ng party policy



FOR PROSPECTI VE CANDI DATES AND MPs ONLY:
27a. In the next general election which party do you think wil I win in your constituency?

Conservative
Labour

Li beral Denocr at
SNP/ PC

O her

27b. And which party do you think will come second?

Conservative
Labour

Li beral Denocr at
SNP/ PC

O her

28. Do you think the result in this seat will be close or will one party win easily?

Close result
Wn easily
Don't know

FOR MEMBERS OF PARLI AMENT ONLY:

29. Can you tell me whether you agree or disagree with the follow ng statements about the
wor k of Menbers of Parliament:

AGREE AGREE DI SAGREE DI SAGREE
STRONGLY STRONGLY

MPs' casework has increased too nuch and
ought to be reduced

Sol ving constituents' problens is one of the
nost worthwhile parts of nmy job

Peopl e woul d be nmore likely to vote for an
active constituency M

MPs are elected to participate in governnent,
not to act as unpaid social workers

Mbst people vote for the party not the
i ndi vi dual candi date

FOR MEMBERS OF PARLI AMENT ONLY:

30. Roughly about how nmany hours do you think you usually devote to the following activities in
the average week when the house is sitting?
HOURS

Work in the Pal ace of Westm nster:

Dealing with constituency casework

Attending Parlianmentary debates on the floor of the House

Working in Parliamentary select comittees

Working in Parliamentary standing committees

Worki ng i n backbench party comittees

Informal neetings with other MPs

Meetings with group representatives and del egates
Work in your constituency

Hol di ng constituency surgeries

Attending | ocal party neetings

Attendi ng other functions in your constituency

Travelling time between Westmi nster and your constituency

Total hours per week devoted to your work as an MP



31. Turning to your political correspondence, in the average wee k about how many letters do you
receive fromconstituents?

And about how many letters do you receive from others?
FOR ALL RESPONDENTS:
32. Wich of the following two statenments conmes closest to your views about politicians?

Politicians should spend nore tinme listening to the views of ordinary people
or
Politicians should rely nore on their own judgenent, instead of on public opinion

33.Do you feel that there should be nany nmore wonen in Parlianent, a few nore, about
the sane as now, or fewer wonen in Parlianent?

Many nore wonen
A few nore wonen
Same as now
Fewer woren

34. Wuld you agree or disagree with the follow ng expl anations of why there are few wonmen in

Par | i ament ?
AGREE AGREE NEI THER DI SAGREE DI SAGREE DON' T
STRONGLY STRONGLY  KNOW

Worren don't cone forward to be

consi dered

Wren | ose votes

Wonen are not given the opportunity by

parties

Wonen put their fanmilies above a career

in Parlianent

Wonen don't have the right experience

and education

Wonen are not suited to the job

Wrren don't have the confidence

Worren don't fit into Parlianent

Wonen are not interested in politics

35. Do you approve or disapprove of the following proposals for increasing the nunber of wonen
in Parlianment?
APPROVE APPROVE DI SAPPROVE DI SAPPROVE
STRONGLY STRONGLY
Party training programmes for wonen
Positive quotas/affirmative action for wonen
Better childcare facilities in Parliament
Changi ng the hours of Parlianmentary sittings
Fi nanci al support for wonen candi dat es

36. Concerning MPs of Asian and Afro-Caribbean background, do you feel that there should be
many nore, a few nore, about the sane as now or fewer MPS?

Many nore
A few nore
Same as now
Fewer

37. Wuld you agree or disagree with the follow ng explanations of why there are so few Asian
and Afro-Caribbean MPs?
AGREE AGREE NEI THER DI SAGREE DI SAGREE DON T
STRONGLY STRONGLY KNOW

They don't cone forward to be considered

They | ose votes

They are not given the opportunity by parties

They don't have the right experience and education
They are not suited to the job

They don't have t he confidence

They don't fit into Parlianent

They are not interested in politics



C. YOUR POLI TI CAL ATTI TUDES

38. What would you say are the three nost inportant problens facing the country at the

present time? Please list in order of priority

39. In political matters some people talk about "left' and 'right'. Were would you

pl ace your views on this scal e?
Left Ri ght

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

40. And where would you place the views of your constituency party on this scale?
Left Ri ght

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

4. And lastly where would you place the views of your party | eader?

Left Ri ght
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
42. Do you think the government should or should not do each of the follow ng things, or
doesn't it matter either way?
Spend nore noney to get rid
of poverty
Encourage the growth of private nedicine
Put nore noney into the NHS
Introduce stricter laws to regul ate
the activities of trade unions
Spend | ess on defence
43. Are you generally in favour of.
More nationalisation of compani es by gover nment -
More privatisation of conpanies by government -
O leaving things as they are now -
44. Suppose t he governnent had to choose between the follow ng three options. Wich do
you think it should choose?
Reduce taxes and spend |l ess on health and education -
O keep taxes and spending on these services at the sane | evel as now -
O increase taxes and spend nore on health and education -
45. |If the government had to choose between keeping down inflation or keeping down

unenpl oynent, to which do you think it should give highest priority?



Keepi ng down inflation
Keepi ng down unenpl oynent
O both equally

46. Do you think that trade unions in this country have

Far too nuch power
Too nuch power

About right

Too little power

Far too little power

47. And do you think that business and industry have

Far too nuch power
Too nuch power

About right

Too little power

Far too little power

48. VWi ch, if either, of these two statements conmes closest to your own opinion on British
nucl ear weapons?

Britain should keep her own nucl ear weapons, independent of other
countries

O Britain should have nucl ear weapons only as part of a Wstern
def ence system

O Britain should have nothing to do with nucl ear weapons under
any circunstances

(No opinion/ Don't know)

49.On the whole, do you think the UK's interests are better served by

Closer links with Western Europe
or closer links with Anerica?
or - both equally

50. Peopl e hold different views about how they would like to see the European Comunity devel op
Whi ch of these statenents cones closest to your own view?

A fully integrated Europe with npst major decisions taken by a
Eur opean gover nnent

A Europe nore integrated than now but with decisions that mainly
affect Britain staying in British hands

The situation nuch as it is now, with Britain retaining a veto over nmjor policy changes it
does not |ike

Conpl ete British withdrawal fromthe European Conmmunity

51. There is a lot of talk these days about what the ains of the country should be for the next
ten years. |f you had to choose between the follow ng itens, which seens nost inportant, and
next nost inportant, to you?

Mbst Next
I mpt Most | npt

Mai ntai ning order in the nation

G ving people nore say in inportant government decisions
Fighting rising prices

Protecting freedom of speech

10



52. Can you tell me how far you agree or disagree with the follow ng statenents

Agr ee Agree Neither Di sagree Di sagree
Strongly Strongly

Governnent shoul d redistribute incone
fromthe better-off to those less well off

Too many people these days like to rely on government handouts

Ordi nary working people do not get
their fair share of the nation's wealth

When someone i s unenployed, it's usually his or her own fault

The wel fare state nmakes peopl e nowadays |less willing
to look after thenselves

Young peopl e today don't have enough respect
for traditional British values

Peopl e who break the | aw should be given
stiffer sentences

For somecrines, the death penalty
is the npst appropriate sentence

School s shoul d teach children to obey authority

The | aw shoul d al ways be obeyed, even if
a particular law is wong

There shoul d be nore severe puni shnents
for domestic violence

Rape in narriage should be a crinme

During the first 2 weeks of pregnancy the |aw
shoul d not restrict a woman having an abortion

Censorship of filns and nmagazines is
necessary to uphold noral standards

Spendi ng nore on poverty won't help the
probl em

Cutting taxes will increase government
revenue

Many peopl e who get social security don't

really deserve help
53. An issue in Scotland and Wales is the question of an elected Assenbly - a special parlianents
dealing with Scottish and Welsh affairs. Wich of these statenents cones cl osest to your view?

Scot | and Wl es

Scotl and and Wl es shoul d beconme i ndependent, separate from
the UK and the European Community.

Scotl and and Wl es shoul d becone i ndependent, separate fromthe
UK but part of the European Community

Scotl and and Wil es should remain part of the UK but with their own
devol ved Assenblies with some taxation and spendi ng powers

There shoul d be no change fromthe present system

11



54. Next we want to ask you about some changes t hat have been happening in Britain over
the years. For each one can you say whether it has gone too far, not far enough, or is it
about right.

Wel fare benefits that are available to
peopl e today?

Attenpts to give equal opportunities
to women in Britain?

The buil di ng of nucl ear power stations?

Attenpts to give equal opportunities to
bl ack people and Asians in Britain?

The availability of abortion on the
NHS?

D: YOUR PERSONAL BACKGROUND
Finally we would like to ask you some questions about your social background.

55. In what year were you born? 19

56. Are you

Mal e
Femal e

57. Wat is your present marital status?

Marri ed

W dowed

Di vor ced

Single

Separ at ed

58. Do you have any children in your care who are aged
Under 5 5-5 yrs

No

Yes

If Yes how nany?

59. How ol d were you when you conpl eted conti nuous educati on?
60. Have you a university or polytechnic degree?

No

Yes

If Yes, where did you take your first degree?

6. Which type of school did you last attend full -time?

Secondary Mbdern
Techni cal

Conpr ehensi ve

G amar

Direct Grant

Juni or Secondary
Seni or Secondary
Grant ai ded

| ndependent Feepayi ng
Primary / Elementary
Q her

If private (fee-paying), which school?

12



62. Are you currently a nenber of trade union or staff association?
Yes Trade Union

Yes Staff Assoc.

No

63. Are you a union sponsored candi date?

Yes
No

If Yes, which union?

64. Which of these best describes what you were doing last week? If you are an MP, which
best describes your occupation imediately prior to being el ected?

In full-time education
In paid work

Regi st ered unenpl oyed
Whol ly retired from work
Looki ng after the hone
Cher......

65. If currently enpl oyed, please describe your occupation and enployer. If an MP, please
descri be your occupation and enployer imediately prior to being el ected.

Cccupati on:

Enpl oyer:

66. Please tick to show which best describes the sort of work you, and your

partner/spouse, do. |If you are an MP, or not working now, please indicate what you did
in your job imediately prior to being el ected.

Sel f Spouse
Farmer or farm manager
Farm wor ker. ..

Skill ed manual work
(for exanple: plunber, electrician, fitter, train driver, cook, hairdresser).

Sem -skilled or unskilled manual work
(for exanple: nachine operator, postman, waitress, cleaner, |abourer)

Prof essi onal or technical work
(for exanpl e: doctor, accountant, school t eacher, soci al worker)

Manager or admi ni strator
(for exanple: conpany director, nmanager, executive, local authority officer)

Clerical
(for exanple: clerk, secretary, telephone operator)......

Sal es
(for exanple: commercial traveller, shop assistant) ..

O her (please describe).

13



67. Which sector you are enployed in? If an MP, which sector were you enployed in imediately
prior to being el ected?

Smal | busi ness
Large busi ness
Central governnent

Law
Local governnent
Educati on

Heal th service
Nati onal i sed industry

68. Do you ever think of yourself as belonging to any particular social class?

Yes
No

If 'Yes', which class is that?

69. In your main accommopdation do you, or your househol d

Omn the property

Rent from your Local Authority
Rent froma private landlord
Rent from a Housi ng Associ ation

70. \hich ethnic grouping do you bel ong to?

Wi te

Bl ack- Cari bbean

Bl ack- Afri can

Bl ack- Ot her

I ndi an

Paki st an

Bangl adeshi

Chi nese

Any other ethnic group

7.Do you regard yourself as belonging to any particular religion?
Yes
No

If yes, which one?

72. |s your household's total incone?.

Less than _5, 000
_ 5,000 - 10,000
_10,000 - 20,000
_20,000 - 30,000
30,000 - 40,000
_40,000 - 50,000
_50, 000+

73. \Where were you |living when you were 147

Village, town, or city
County:

And where do you live now?

Village, town, or city
County:

74. Would you be willing to help the project further with a brief interview?

YES
NO

14



If '"Yes', could you give a tel ephone nunber:

Tel Hone: Tel Work:
75. If you would like to know about the results when they are published please tick here
Many thanks for conpleting the questionnaire. Al replies will be treated in the strictest

confidence.

Pl ease return by post to: Dr Pippa Norris, Department of Politics, Edinburgh University, 31
Buccl euch Pl ace, Edi nburgh, EH8 9JT.
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