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Presentation Abstract: As educators secking to better understand the multiple layers of
personal, social, and cultural identity in higher education, we explore the role of photography
as a research methodology. Our presentation highlights the historical use of photography in
Native American communities—a history reflecting the complexities and controversy of the
medium as a tool of both domination and empowerment. Our pilot study of Native identity
through photography highlights the importance of using innovative methodologies to
authentically document and understand the complicated influence of identity in education,

and the ways we can create positive and affirming learning experiences for all students.
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