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1 Liberian crisis included two distinct civil wars: First Civil War 1989-1996; Second Civil War 1997-2003. 
Global Security at http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/ops/liberia.htm 
2 Katherine Harris, African and American Values: Liberia and West Africa (Lanham, MD: University Press of 
America, 1985). 
3 J. Gus Liebenow, Liberia: The Quest for Democracy (Bloomington and Indianapolis: Indiana University Press, 
1987). 
4 Ibid. 
5 Conceivably, the dominance of the American-Liberian oligarchy and a single political party system was 
arguably a consequence of Liberia’s adoption of a presidential form of government from the United States.  The 
U.S. political system of a separation of powers among three equal branches of government (executive, legislative 
and judicial) only really works where there are two pre-existing parties or factions.  Presidential systems are also 
more susceptible to military coups, as the experience of many African and Latin American states demonstrates. 
6 J. Gus Liebenow, Liberia: The Quest for Democracy (Bloomington and Indianapolis: Indiana University Press, 
1987). 
7 Ibid. 
8 Stagflation is a term in macroeconomics which describes a period characteristic of high inflation combined with 
high unemployment, economic stagnation or recession. 
9 Frustration-Aggression Theory argues that collective behavior can be an aggressive response to feelings of 
frustration.  Thus the general anger and frustration felt by the Liberian people at the time was quite predictable. 
10 CIA – The World Factbook – Liberia, http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/li.html. This is 
an estimate for 2006. 
11 Terrence Lyons, Voting for Peace: Postconflict Elections in Liberia (Washington, D.C.: Brookings Institution 
Press, 1999). 
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12 Mano River Union (MRU) was originally established in 1973 as a custom union with the primary objective of 
sub-regional economic integration among Liberia, Sierra Leone and Guinea.  Côte d’Ivoire was slated to join 
later. 
13 Charles L. Glaser and Chaim Kaufmann, “What Is the Offense-Defense Balance and Can We Measure It?,” 
International Security,  Vol. 22, No. 4 (Spring 1998), pp.44. 
14 Chaim Kaufmann, “Possible and Impossible Solutions to Ethnic Civil Wars,” International Security, Vol. 20, 
No. 4 (Spring 1996), pp. 136-175. 
15 Ibid., pp. 137. 
16 Ibid., pp. 148. 
17 Ibid., pp. 150. 
18 Ibid., pp. 140. 
19 Stephen John Stedman, “Spoiler Problems in Peace Processes,” International Security, Vol. 22, No. 2 (Fall 
1977), pp. 7. 
20 Stedman defines three diverse types of spoilers based on their ultimate goals as follows: Limited spoilers have 
limited goals such as recognition, power-sharing, resolving a grievance, and basic security needs of supporters; 
Total spoilers position themselves at the other end of the spectrum and do pursue total power and exclusive 
recognition of authority.  Their leaders often view the world as a zero-sum game and do not compromise on the 
issues; Greedy spoilers place themselves between the limited and total spoilers. A greedy spoiler expands or 
contracts his goals based on careful calculation of his cost and risk. 
21 Stephen John Stedman, “Spoiler Problems in Peace Processes,” International Security, Vol. 22, No. 2 (Fall 
1977), pp. 12. 
22 This was a most unfortunate name paradoxically chosen for protection during the Civil War era. 
23 Liberian President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf’s Address to the Joint Session of the U.S. Congress, 15 March 2006 
The Perspective at http://www.theperspective.org/articles/0317200601.html 
24 BBC NEWS, “Nigeria to give up Charles Taylor,” 25 March 2006 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/4845088.stm 
25 Liberian Daily Observer, “After Taylor’s Trail in Freetown: Other Warlords Must Face Justice,” 24 March 
2006 
26 Kelvin Ebiri, “War crimes court asks Nigeria to arrest Taylor,” Guardian Newspaper  
http://www.guardiannewsngr.com/news/article01 
27 Track I Diplomacy refers to official government to government, or inter-governmental diplomacy.  Track 
II Diplomacy normally refers to as ‘citizen diplomacy’ or ‘multi-track diplomacy’.  It includes unofficial or 
informal third-party intervention by non-governmental actors such as civil society organizations, religious 
institutions, humanitarian organizations, academics and former government officials among others. 
28 Chaim Kaufmann, “Civil Possible and Impossible Solutions to Ethnic Wars,” International Security, Vol. 20, 
No. 4 (Spring 1996), pp. 150. 
29 Ibid, pp. 152. 
30 Ibid., pp. 152. 
31On 10 October 2005, the Liberian people had voted against presidential candidates who included former 
warlords and other individuals whom the people generally considered either political “failures” or tainted in one 
scandal or another.  During the run-off election on 8 November 2005, most of these candidates supported football 
legend CDC’s George M. Weah.  This is likely a key factor why Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf won the recent 
presidential election in Liberia. 
32 Realism is a particular view of the world which explains that the international system is anarchic.  The world 
contains independent political entities called states.  States usually act in their own best interests involving 
economic, security and foreign policy matters. 


