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Appendix E

Old and New Jerusalem Link Declarations

Old Jerusalem Link Declaration (currently on Bat Shalom website):

Declaration

The Jerusalem Link was established in 1993 to advance the active involvement of Palestinian and
Israeli women in achieving peace and social justice. The creation of the Jerusalem Link, comprising
two independent women's peace centers - The Jerusalem Center for Women and Bat Shalom - was
facilitated by a common political understanding first enunciated in the Brussels Declaration, agreed
upon at the first International Palestinian-Israeli Conference held in May 1989. This was convened
by Ms. Simone Susskind, under the title: "Give Peace a Chance: Women Speak Out". These
principles were revised on March 10, 1990 and subsequently reaffirmed at the Second International
Israeli-Palestinian Conference held in Belgium in September, 1992, which led to the foundation of
The Jerusalem Link.

In light of the Oslo Agreement, the signing of the Cairo, Paris and Taba accords, and the dramatic
changes on the ground that have occurred since, it is now necessary to reaffirm and update the
principles upon which the common efforts of the Jerusalem Link are based.

The Jerusalem Link Declaration

We, Palestinian and Israeli Women, united in a joint effort to bring about a just and lasting peace
between our two people, affirm our commitment to working together, within the framework of The
Jerusalem Link, for the rapid realization of our common vision of peace, based on the following
principles:

1. Recognition of the right to self-determination of both peoples in the land, through the
creation of a Palestinian state alongside Israel.

2. The city of Jerusalem: two capitals for two states.

3. The Oslo Declaration of Principles, signed on September 13, 1993, and all subsequent
agreements, must be implemented in their entirety and should serve as the basis for
negotiations of the permanent settlement.

4. The permanent settlement negotiations must resume immediately, the terms of reference

being UN Resolutions 242 and 338, and the Oslo Agreements.

The settlements and their ongoing expansion constitute a severe impediment to peace.

6. Respect for international conventions, and the active involvement of the international
community in the peace process, is crucial to its success.

7. The realization of political peace will pave the way for mutual trust, and good neighborly
relations on the basis of equality and respect for the national and human rights of each
community.

8. Women are central partners in the peace process - their involvement in negotiation and in
government is critical to the fulfillment of an open and just peace.

9. We women are opposed to the use of violence and are committed to the promotion of
democratic norms and civil society for the realization of an enduring peace.

o

We call on women in the region and elsewhere to join in

making our vision of peace a reality.
August 2, 1996

Copyright © 1997, Bat Shalom of the Jerusalem Link.
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New Jerusalem Link Declaration (currently on the JCW website):

Jerusalem Link Declaration

We, Palestinian and Israeli women, united in a joint effort to bring about a just, comprehensive and
lasting peace between our two peoples, affirm our commitment to working together within the
framework of The Jerusalem Link for the rapid realization of our common vision of peace. This
effort is based on the following principles:

1. Recognition of the right to self-determination of both peoples in the land, through the
establishment of a Palestinian state alongside Israel on the June 4th, 1967 boundaries.

2. The whole city of Jerusalem constitutes two capitals for two states.

3. The Oslo Declaration of Principles, signed on September 13, 1993, and all subsequent agreements
must be implemented immediately and in their entirety.

4. Permanent settlement negotiations must resume without any delays on the basis of the agreed
agenda of the Declaration of Principles, the terms of reference being all relevant UN resolutions,
including 242 and 338.

5. It is our conviction that all Israeli settlements in the Palestinian territories occupied in 1967 are
illegal, as stipulated in international law, and violate the requirements of peace.

6. A just solution to the Palestinian refugee question is an essential requirement for a stable and
durable peace. This solution must honor the right of return of the Palestinian refugees in accordance
with UN resolution 194.

7. Respect for international conventions, charters and laws, and the active involvement of the
international community in the peace process are crucial to its success.

8. The realization of political peace will pave the way for mutual understanding and trust, genuine
security, and constructive Cupertino on the basis of equality and respect for the national and human
rights of both peoples.

9. Women must be central partners in the peace process. Their active and equal participation in
decision making and negotiations is crucial to the fulfillment of a just and viable peace.

10. We women are committed to a peaceful solution of our conflict, also as a means for the
promotion of democratic and non-violent norms and for the enhancement of civil society.

11. A peaceful solution of the Palestinian-Israeli conflict and Israeli withdrawal from all occupied
Arab territory, including Lebanon and Syria, are prerequisites for a just and comprehensive peace.
This will pave the way for a region characterized by good neighborly relations and regional
cooperation.

We call on women and men in the region and elsewhere to join in making our vision of peace a
reality.

Jerusalem, August, 18th , 1999
Jerusalem Center for Women & Bat Shalom
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