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Brazil and its disconnected elite: 'Brazil Conference’, in the USA, exposes inconsistencies with the country's reality
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The quiet university town of Cambridge, USA, sees a frisson of Brazilians every year, in early spring. They are participants of "Brazil
Conference", an event that will take place on April 9th and 10th and is designed by students and researchers from the most
renowned universities in the world, Harvard and MIT, to discuss the great Brazilian issues.

This year, for the first time, students from other universities in the region also participate in the organization. Among students,
alumni and guests, the event has gathered since 2015 part of Brazil's elite in two days of lectures and debates.

Conceived by those who managed to enter such highly sought-after institutions, we should expect academic rigor and critical
thinking in a conference that, according to the organizers themselves, "values high-level debate, seeking to discuss complex and
controversial issues to think about the Brazil that we want.”

It is natural to assume that the central topics of discussion are our real problems, such as the record flight of qualified
professionals from the country, the degradation of the Amazon, or the shameful racial inequality.

But this is not the case. If we consider the "Brazil Conference" as an indicator of critical thinking, Brazilian students at Harvard,
MIT and other top universities are below average. From the almost non-existent racial diversity among the panelists to the
irrelevance of most of the topics presented, the conference looks more like a boring chapter of a Manoel Carlos soap opera: that
sweet white life in an imaginary Leblon.

In a country where blacks and browns make up more than half of the population, the conference has less than 10% black
panelists. As keynote speakers, all white. The number of female judges is falling, according to data from the CNJ (National Council
of Justice).

The conference preferred to guide female pioneers in the Judiciary. The unemployment that plagues more than 12 million
Brazilians, the indecent rates of violence against the LGBTQIA+ population and the degradation of the Amazon did not deserve any
panel. The "development of digital influence" and "innovation in the payments market" are hot topics for our disconnected elite.

To be fair, it has to be recognized that some discussions seem to touch on important issues, such as defending democracy or
ending poverty. And not all students participate in the conference or agree with the choices of the students and researchers who
organized it. It is also true that panelists such as climatologist Carlos Nobre and the philosopher Djamila brook will bring, in their
speeches, issues related to the Amazon and racism.

But you can't blame the guests for the bad organization of the party. It is inexcusable that the new generations keep repeating
such a harmful pattern in Brazilian society: pretending that our problems don't exist.

Pushing dirt under the rug, imagining it will magically disappear, has been the behavior of our elite since the time of the Empire. It
didn't work out very well.

It is necessary that the more conscientious students take the lead in organizing the next conference and put it where it should be.
A plural meeting on the best solutions already studied and tested to eradicate our poverty, violence and racism, increase the
quality of our public education and innovate from our priceless environmental heritage, using it in a sustainable way and
generating wealth for all.

The least that is expected of students at universities of excellence, such as Harvard and MIT, are above average grades. In terms of
thinking about the Brazil we want, it won't be this time. Who knows in 2023?
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