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Conference Moderators 

Paul E. Peterson, Harvard University 

Paul Peterson is the Henry Lee Shattuck Professor of Government at Harvard 
University. He directs the Program on Education Policy and Governance at Harvard, 
is a senior fellow at the Hoover Institution at Stanford University, and is senior editor 
of Education Next: A Journal of Opinion and Research. He also serves as a member 
of Hoover's Education Success Initiative (HESI) focusing on the improvement of 
education policy and providing public education solutions for state education and 
policy leaders. Formerly he was the director of the Center for American Political 
Studies at Harvard and of the Governmental Studies Program at the Brookings 

Institution. Paul received his Ph.D. in political science from the University of Chicago. A member of 
the American Academy of Arts and Sciences and the National Academy of Education, he is the author 
or editor of over 30 books, four of which have been identified as the best work in their field by the 
American Political Science Association. 

Daniel Hamlin, University of Oklahoma 

Daniel Hamlin is an assistant professor in the department of Educational Leadership 
and Policy Studies at the University of Oklahoma. His research examines the effects 
of school governance on non-tested measures of school performance with an 
emphasis on school climate, parental involvement, and student safety. His work 
appears in a number of scholarly journals, including the American Educational 
Research Journal, Educational Policy, and Urban Education. Hamlin has written 
research reports for organizations, such as People for Education and Education Next, 
that have received extensive coverage in the media. He earned his Ph.D. in 

Educational Leadership and Policy from the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education at the 
University of Toronto. He is a former postdoctoral fellow with the Program on Education Policy and 
Governance at Harvard University. 
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October 8, 2021 
Opening Discussion 

Jeb Bush, 43rd Governor of the State of Florida – Speaker 

Jeb Bush was the third Republican elected as governor in Florida and the first in the 
state’s history to be reelected. During his two terms, Governor Bush championed 
major reform of government with the top priority of overhauling the state’s failing 
education system. Under his leadership, Florida established a bold accountability 
system in public schools and created the most ambitious school choice programs in 
the nation. Today, Florida remains a national leader in education and is one of the 
only states in the nation to significantly narrow the achievement gap. 

Governor Bush earned his bachelor’s degree in Latin American Studies from the University of Texas 
at Austin. He has served as a Presidential Professor of Practice at University of Pennsylvania, a 
visiting professor and fellow at Harvard University as well as an executive professor at Texas A&M 
University. He has also been awarded several honorary doctorates from collegiate institutions across 
the country. 

Governor Bush has been recognized for his contributions to public policy by national organizations 
including the Manhattan Institute, The Lynde and Harry Bradley Foundation and the Jack Kemp 
Foundation. Governor Bush has authored or co-authored three books, Profiles in Character; 
Immigration Wars: Forging an American Solution; and Reply All: A Governor’s Story 1999–2007. 

Governor Bush is the son of former President George H.W. Bush and Barbara Bush. He lives in 
Miami with his wife Columba, and they have three children and five grandchildren. 
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October 15, 2021 
What school options should families be offered in the post-pandemic era? 

Randi Weingarten, President, American Federation for Teachers  

Randi Weingarten is president of the 1.7-million-member American Federation of 
Teachers, AFL-CIO, which represents teachers; paraprofessionals and school-related 
personnel; higher education faculty and staff; nurses and other healthcare 
professionals; local, state and federal government employees; and early childhood 
educators. Prior to her election as AFT president in 2008, Weingarten served for 11 
years as president of the United Federation of Teachers, AFT Local 2, representing 
approximately 200,000 educators in the New York City public school system. She is 
the recipient of many commendations; she was included in Washingtonian’s 2021 

Washington’s Most Influential People, City & State New York’s 2021 New York City Labor Power 
100, and Washington Life’s 2018 Power 100 list of prominent leaders, and in 2017 received the 
Roosevelt Institute’s FDR Distinguished Public Service Award. In 2013, the New York Observer 
named Weingarten one of the most influential New Yorkers of the past 25 years. 

Jay P. Greene, Senior Research Fellow, Heritage Foundation  

Jay P. Greene is a senior research fellow in the Center for Education Policy at The 
Heritage Foundation. At Heritage, Jay conducts and disseminates research on the 
key issues facing education today, including the cultural, civic, and economic 
implications of how education systems are designed and implemented. He is one of 
the country’s leading experts on education policy, with highly influential research on 
a broad range of topics—from the effects of expanding school choice and how 
education shapes character and values to the misuse of social science research in 
policy debates. In addition to authoring dozens of publications in peer-reviewed 

journals and writing or editing four books, including the best-selling Education Myths, Greene’s 
research on school choice was also cited four times in the Supreme Court’s landmark case, Zelman v. 
Simmons-Harris. Previously he served as Distinguished Professor and Chair of the Department of 
Education Reform at the University of Arkansas, which he founded and led for 16 years. 
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October 22, 2021 
Is the school choice movement a house divided? 

Jim Blew, Co-founder, Defense of Freedom Institute (DFI) 

Jim Blew is a co-founder of DFI (pronounced “defy”): the Defense of Freedom 
Institute, an independent, nonprofit promoting education choice and a limited federal 
role in education and workforce development. Previously he served at the U.S. 
Department of Education under Secretary Betsy DeVos as the Assistant Secretary 
for Planning, Evaluation and Policy Development. Prior to his federal service, Jim 
worked in education reform at the state level for more than 20 years. He was the 
national president of StudentsFirst and the national director of the Alliance for 
School Choice. He also helped guide the education reform investments of the 

Walton Family Foundation for nearly a decade. He holds a bachelor’s degree from Occidental College 
and a master’s in business administration from the Yale School of Management.  

Derrell Bradford, President, 50Can  

Derrell Bradford is the president of 50CAN, where he recruits and trains local 
leaders across the 50CAN network for roles as CAN executive directors, fellows, 
and YouCAN advocates. He previously served as the executive director at Better 
Education for Kids (B4K). There he worked to secure passage of the tenure reform 
legislation TEACH NJ. Prior to B4K, Derrell spent nine years with New Jersey’s 
Excellent Education for Everyone (E3) as director of communications and then 
executive director. While there he also served on the state’s Educator Effectiveness 
Task Force. Derrell serves on several boards dedicated to putting the needs of 

students and families first. A native of Baltimore, Derrell attended the St. Paul’s School for Boys and 
the University of Pennsylvania, where he received a bachelor’s degree in English. 

Robert Enlow, President and CEO, EdChoice 

Robert C. Enlow is the president and CEO of EdChoice, one of the nation’s most 
respected and successful advocates for educational choice. EdChoice works in 
dozens of states to advance parental freedom in education by disseminating research, 
undertaking training, sponsoring seminars, conducting advertising campaigns and 
investing in and organizing community leaders. Robert has authored numerous 
articles, book chapters and op-eds that have appeared in journals, books and papers 
across the country. He serves on several boards, including School Choice Ohio, 
Hoosiers for Quality Education, Institute for Quality Education, and the Economic 

Club of Indiana. He attended Oxford University through the Oxford Centre for Mission Studies where 
he studied theology. He received his bachelor’s from Seattle Pacific University. 
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October 29, 2021 
Does the Constitution require school choice? 

Michael Bindas, Senior Attorney, Institute for justice 

Michael Bindas is a senior attorney with the Institute for Justice (IJ) and leads IJ’s 
educational choice team. In this role, he oversees IJ attorneys who help policymakers 
design constitutionally defensible educational choice programs and defend those 
programs in courtrooms nationwide. Michael was part of IJ’s litigation team in 
Espinoza v. Montana Department of Revenue, in which the U.S. Supreme Court held 
the exclusion of religious options from Montana’s educational choice program 
unconstitutional. He led IJ’s defense of the Choice Scholarship Program for 
elementary and secondary students in Douglas County, Colorado. Currently, he leads 

IJ’s challenge to Maine’s exclusion of religious options from its educational choice program. Michael 
received his law degree from the University of Pennsylvania and his undergraduate degree from West 
Point. 

Joshua Dunn, Professor, University of Colorado Colorado Springs 

Joshua Dunn is Professor and Chair of the Department of Political Science and 
Director of the Center for the Study of Government and the Individual at the 
University of Colorado Colorado Springs. He has research and teaching interests in 
public law, education policy, and political theory. His books include Complex 
Justice: The Case of Missouri v. Jenkins, From Schoolhouse to Courthouse: The 
Judiciary's Role in American Education, and Passing on the Right: Conservative 
Professors in the Progressive University. He also writes a quarterly article on law 
and education for the journal Education Next. Previously he taught at the College of 

William & Mary and was a fellow in contemporary history, public policy, and American politics at 
the Miller Center of Public Affairs in Charlottesville, Virginia. He earned his Ph.D. form the 
University of Virginia. 

Daniel Suhr, Managing Attorney, Liberty Justice Center 

Daniel Suhr serves as Managing Attorney at the Liberty Justice Center (LJC). He 
spearheads LJC’s education reform practice, in which he, among other things, argues 
to save scholarships for low-income parents in Tennessee and advocates for children 
with special needs and military families in Arizona. Before joining LJC, he served as 
policy director for Wisconsin Governor Scott Walker, where he helped advance the 
Badger State’s goal of statewide school choice. Daniel litigates cases nationwide on 
behalf of everyday people, think tanks, and citizen groups. As part of LJC, Daniel is 
pursuing precedent-setting cases to establish the full rights of public-sector workers 

identified in the landmark Janus case. He holds a B.A. and J.D. from Marquette University, and 
master’s degrees from Georgetown University Law Center and the University of Missouri-Columbia. 
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November 5, 2021 
What is driving the demand for digital learning? Is digital learning effective? 

Mark Berends, Director, Center for Research on Educational Opportunity 

Mark Berends is an associate vice president of research and professor of sociology at 
the University of Notre Dame, where he directs the Center for Research on 
Educational Opportunity (CREO). He has written and published extensively on 
educational reform, school choice, the effects of family and school changes on 
student achievement trends and gaps, and the effects of schools and classrooms on 
student achievement. His research focuses on how school organization and 
classroom instruction are related to student outcomes, with special attention to 
disadvantaged students and school reforms aimed at improving their educational 

opportunities. Professor Berends serves on numerous editorial boards, technical panels, and policy 
forums. His latest books are Handbook of Research on School Choice, 2nd Edition (Routledge 2020) 
and the International Handbook of the Sociology of Education (SAGE, forthcoming). 

Jennifer Darling-Aduana, Assistant Professor, Georgia State University 

Jennifer Darling-Aduana is an assistant professor of learning technologies in the 
Department of Learning Sciences at Georgia State. She researches the equity 
implications of K–12 digital learning as well as the student-teacher and student-
curriculum interactions in these settings that inadvertently contribute to (or can be 
used to mitigate) social reproduction in the classroom. Current projects include 
design-based and evaluation studies geared toward enacting culturally sustaining 
pedagogy in virtual learning environments. She holds a Ph.D. in leadership and 
policy studies from Vanderbilt University and an M.Ed. in measurement, evaluation, 

statistics and assessment from the University of Illinois at Chicago. She was also awarded the AERA 
Dissertation Grant for her dissertation on “High School Student Experiences and Outcomes in Online 
Courses: Implications for Educational Equity and the Future of Learning.” 

Michael Horn, Distinguished Fellows, Clayton Christensen Institute 

Michael Horn speaks and writes about the future of education and works with a 
portfolio of education organizations to improve the life of every student. He is the 
co-founder of and a distinguished fellow at the Clayton Christensen Institute for 
Disruptive Innovation, a non-profit think tank, and he serves as a principal 
consultant for Entangled Solutions, which offers innovation services to higher 
education institutions. Horn is the author and coauthor of multiple books, white 
papers, and articles on education, including the award-winning book Disrupting 
Class: How Disruptive Innovation Will Change the Way the World Learns and the 

Amazon-bestseller Blended: Using Disruptive Innovation to Improve Schools. He holds a BA in 
history from Yale University and an MBA from the Harvard Business School. 
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November 12, 2021 
Is political support for school choice gaining or losing ground? 

Maureen Downey, Columnist, Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

Maureen Downey is a longtime reporter for the Atlanta Journal-Constitution where 
she has written about local, state, and federal education policy for 23 years. She now 
writes the popular Get Schooled blog on AJC.com and a weekly print column on 
education issues. Her own education includes an undergraduate degree from the 
University of Delaware and a master's degree from Columbia University. She has 
worked for newspapers in New Jersey and Florida. She's also taught college classes 
in mass communications and journalism in Georgia and Florida. She was one of 
three finalists for the Pulitzer Prize in editorial writing. She also won the Atlanta 

Press Club Journalist of the Year Award for opinion writing and was the Education Writers 
Association 2016 Opinion Writer of the Year. 

Beth Hawkins, Senior Writer and National Correspondent, The 74 

Beth Hawkins is a national correspondent covering education at The 74 and formerly 
was a writer-in-residence at Education Post. Previously she wrote for Learning 
Curve, a blog about education for MinnPost, where she also covered a variety of 
other public policy topics. Her journalism combines an investigative reporter’s zeal 
for uncovering data with a novelist’s eye for detail. Hawkins is the recipient of 
numerous national and regional awards, including several first-place Society of 
Professional Journalists Page One Awards for investigative reporting and feature 
writing. Her series about a school district that embraces kids with unique disabilities 

earned her an Education Writers Association award. Her work has appeared in The Atlantic, 
Education Next, Washington Post, and many other publications. 

Alisha Thomas Morgan, Former Georgia State Representative 

Alisha Thomas Morgan is a speaker and consultant who specializes in the politics of 
K–12 education. She made history when she was elected to the Georgia House of 
Representatives at age 23, becoming the first African American elected from Cobb 
County. As a state representative, she was a strong supporter of charter schools and 
backed the idea of creating a state commission to review charter school applications 
denied by the school board. After serving six terms, she turned her sights fully to 
education, became a superintendent, and successfully turned around struggling 
schools. She is the author of No Apologies: Power Lessons in Life, Love & Politics. 

Alisha earned her bachelor’s degree in sociology and drama from Spelman College and is working 
toward a master’s in education leadership at Kennesaw State University 
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November 19, 2021 
What does the latest research tell us about school choice in the U.S.? 

Christopher Campos, Assistant Professor, University of Chicago 

Christopher Campos is a labor economist who focuses on the economics of 
education. Before pursuing higher education, he was in the U.S. Marine Corps, 
serving tours in Iraq and Southeast Asia. He earned his bachelor’s degree in 
economics and statistics from the University of California San Diego, and then a 
master’s in statistics and PhD in economics, both from the University of California 
Berkeley. Christopher will join the University of Chicago’s Booth School of 
Business in 2022 as an assistant professor after spending one year as an industrial 
relations section fellow at Princeton University. 

Marcus Winters, Associate Professor, Boston University 

Marcus A. Winters is an associate professor in Boston University Wheelock College 
of Education & Human Development. He is also Faculty Director of the Wheelock 
Educational Policy Center (WEPC). His research focuses on educational policy, with 
an emphasis on school choice, accountability, and policies that impact teacher 
quality. Winters’s research has been published in a variety of academic journals 
including Journal of Public Economics, Journal of Policy Analysis and 
Management, Educational Evaluation and Policy Analysis, Educational Researcher, 
and Economics of Education Review. He has also written numerous articles on 

educational policy topics for popular media outlets including Wall Street Journal, Washington Post, 
and USA Today. Winters holds a Ph.D. in economics from the University of Arkansas. 

Patrick Wolf, Distinguished Professor of Education Policy, University of 
Arkansas 

Dr. Patrick J. Wolf is a Distinguished Professor of Education Policy and 21st 
Century Endowed Chair in School Choice in the Department of Education Reform at 
the University of Arkansas College of Education and Health Professions. He has led 
longitudinal evaluations of school voucher programs in Washington, D.C.; 
Milwaukee, Wis.; and the state of Louisiana. Research projects led or co-led by Dr. 
Wolf have been awarded 39 research grants and contracts totaling over $23 million. 
He has authored, co-authored, edited, or co-edited five books and nearly 200 journal 
articles, book chapters, book reviews, and policy reports on private school choice, 

public charter schools, civic values, special education, public management, and campaign finance. A 
1987 graduate of the University of St. Thomas (St. Paul, Minn.), he received his Ph.D. in political 
science from the Government Department at Harvard University in 1995. 
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December 3, 2021 
How does choice districts work in practice? 

Alberto Carvalho, Superintendent, Miami-Dade County Public Schools 

Alberto M. Carvalho has served as Superintendent of Miami-Dade County Public 
Schools (M-DCPS), the nation’s fourth largest school system, since September 
2008. He is a nationally recognized expert on education transformation, finance, and 
leadership development.  During his tenure, M-DCPS has become one of the 
nation’s highest-performing urban school systems receiving systemwide 
accreditation from AdvancEd in 2014. The district has also been named as the 2014 
College Board Advanced Placement Equity and Excellence District of the Year, as 
well as the 2012 winner of the Broad Prize for Urban Education. As a staunch 

believer in school choice, he has expanded choice options in Miami-Dade to over 1000 offerings that 
include bilingual programs, fine and performing arts, biotechnology, engineering, robotics, aviation, 
forensic sciences, and many others.   

Michael Hinojosa, Superintendent, Dallas Independent School District 

Michael Hinojosa has served over 26 years as a superintendent, including two of the 
25 largest school systems in America.  His career in public education spans more 
than four decades. His recognitions include:2002 Superintendent of the Year by the 
Texas Association of School Boards and 2005 Superintendent of the Year by the 
University of Texas at Austin, Distinguished Alumnus by the College of Education 
at Texas Tech University and as the Outstanding Latino Educator by the Association 
of Latino Administrators and Superintendents in 2014. In 2019, D Magazine named 
Dr. Hinojosa the “Best Public Official” in Dallas. The Council of the Great City 

Schools recently awarded him the Green-Garner Award, the highest honor in urban education, as the 
2020 Urban Educator of the Year. Dr. Hinojosa is also a past president of the Texas Association of 
School Administrators. 

Robin Lake, Director, Center on Reinventing Public Education 

Robin Lake is director of the Center on Reinventing Public Education (CRPE) a non-
partisan research and policy analysis organization developing transformative, 
evidence-based solutions for K–12 public education, based at the University of 
Washington Bothell. Her research focuses on U.S. public school system reforms, 
including public school choice and charter schools; innovation and scale; portfolio 
management; and effective state and local public oversight practices. Lake has 
authored numerous studies and provided expert testimony and technical assistance 
on charter schools, district-charter collaborations, and urban school reform. She is 

the editor of Unique Schools Serving Unique Students: Charter Schools and Children with Special 
Needs and editor of Hopes, Fears, & Reality: A Balanced Look at American Charter Schools. She co-
authored, with Paul Hill, Charter Schools and Accountability in Public Education.  
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December 10, 2021 
What does the latest research tell us about school choice worldwide? 

Eric Bettinger, Professor, Stanford University 

Eric Bettinger is a professor in the Stanford University School of Education. He is 
also a research associate in the program on education at the National Bureau of 
Economic Research. Bettinger is the Director of the Center for Educational Policy 
Analysis and a Co-Director at the Lemann Center for Brazilian Education at 
Stanford. His research interests include economics of education; student success and 
completion in college; the impacts of financial aid; teacher characteristics and 
student success in college; effects of voucher programs on both academic and non-
academic outcomes. Eric’s research focuses on using rigorous statistical methods in 

identifying cause-and-effect relationships in higher education. His research has influenced recent 
efforts by the White House to simplify financial aid processes. He has served as a consultant to the 
White House and various state governments on financial aid policies. 

Harry Patrinos, Practice Manager, World Bank 

Harry Patrinos is the Practice Manager for the Europe and Central Asia region of the 
World Bank's education global practice. He specializes in all areas of education, 
especially school-based management, demand-side financing and public-private 
partnerships. He managed education lending operations and analytical work 
programs in Argentina, Colombia and Mexico, as well as a regional research project 
on the socioeconomic status of Latin America’s Indigenous Peoples, published as 
Indigenous Peoples, Poverty and Human Development in Latin America (Palgrave 
Macmillan, 2006). Mr. Patrinos has many publications in the academic and policy 

literature, with more than 40 journal articles. He has also worked in Africa, Asia, Europe, the Middle 
East and North America. He previously worked as an economist at the Economic Council of Canada. 
Mr. Patrinos received a doctorate from the University of Sussex. 

Abhijeet Singh, Assistant Professor, Stockholm School of Economics 

Abhijeet Singh is a Principal Investigator on the RISE India team and an Associate 
Professor of Economics at the Stockholm School of Economics (SSE). His research 
focuses on the analysis of education systems and interventions in developing 
countries and has been published in leading journals such as the American Economic 
Review, Journal of the European Economic Association, and the Journal of 
Development Economics. Prior to joining SSE, he was a post-doctoral researcher at 
the Department of Economics at UCL and the Young Lives study at the University 
of Oxford. He holds a DPhil and an MSc in economics from the University of 

Oxford and a BA (Hons) in Economics from the University of Delhi. 




