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Military and Veteran
Graduate Fellows

Our student fellowship programs stand at the heart of the
Center for Public Leadership’s mission to develop principled,
effective public leaders capable of solving the world’s most
pressing problems. Our student fellows hail from across the
globe with wide-ranging backgrounds, bringing to CPL their
expertise, motivation, and passion.
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Juan Bibiloni-Rivera

Juan is a Master in Public Policy candidate at Harvard Kennedy School and serves as
a staff sergeant in the U.S. Army Reserves. Before beginning his graduate studies,
Juan was an operations research analyst for the Washington Metropolitan Area
Transit Authority’s (DC Metro) Office of Strategy and Policy. There, he developed
and analyzed agency policies as well as led strategic initiatives for transit services

in the greater Washington region. Prior to his work for the DC Metro, Juan was a
program specialist in the U.S. Department of Education’s Office of Acquisitions,
Grants, and Risk Management. Among other duties, he worked in the secretary’s
Puerto Rico (PR) Education Sustainability initiative to support fiscal initiatives
regarding PR’s federal grant funds usage. Juan was born and raised in San Juan,
Puerto Rico. He graduated in May 2021 from lowa State University with a BS in
Mechanical Engineering and a minor in leadership studies. While living in lowa, Juan
was named a 2020 Truman Scholar and served as board president of the City of
Ames Transit (CyRide) Board of Trustees.

Jaime Bromley

Jaime is originally from Girard, Pennsylvania. For her undergraduate studies,

she attended the University of Pittsburgh on an ROTC scholarship, and upon
graduation, commissioned into the U.S. Navy as an active-duty surface warfare
officer. During her sea tours, she deployed three times, serving on a guided-missile
cruiser, an amphibious landing ship, and one of the fleet’s two hospital ships. Her
final tours were in Washington, D.C., where she worked as a flag aide to both

the Deputy Chief of Naval Operations for Operations, Plans, and Strategy and
the Chief of Legislative Affairs in the Pentagon, followed by an assignment on
Capitol Hill as a congressional liaison to the U.S. House of Representatives. She
completed an MBA from The Wharton School at the University of Pennsylvania
while concurrently studying for an Master in Public Administration from

Harvard Kennedy School. She is most interested in exploring how public-private
partnerships can achieve social impact at scale, particularly in issue areas
concerning women and girls, both domestically and abroad.
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Max Bueno

Max is a second-year Master in Public Policy student and CPL Fellow from Connecticut.
He commissioned as a naval officer from the United States Naval Academy (USNA)
class of 2024, graduating with a BS in Quantitative Economics. He was one of 20
members selected for immediate graduate education through the Officer Scholarship
Program. At Annapolis, he served as president of the Midshipman Action Group,
USNA'’s largest club, with over 1,200 members (25% of the student body), focused on
community service. He was selected as one of four MLK Drum Major award recipients
for community service alongside Maryland Governor Wes Moore. He led volunteer trips
to the Lummi Nation in Bellingham, Washington, and interned at the U.S. International
Development Finance Corporation. He served as mock trial team captain, director of
technology for the Foreign Affairs Conference, and writing tutor at Nimitz Library. He
runs a photography business, works for Harvard Athletics, and assisted CPL Fellows
Nick Maynes and Mo Navas at QLab, a national security innovation center, during his
first year at HKS. After Harvard, he will pursue a career in the U.S. Navy.

Lindsay Gabow

Lindsay graduated from the United States Military Academy and served as an
Army officer. She is now in her second year at Harvard Law School. In addition to
her involvement with the Center for Public Leadership, Lindsay is on the board

of Harvard Law School’s Alliance for Israel as well as a member of the Federalist
Society and the Armed Forces Association. Throughout her time at Harvard,
Lindsay has developed an interest in First Amendment law and criminal law. After
law school, she hopes to clerk for a federal judge, work at a law firm, and ultimately
return to public service.
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Christoper LoConte

CJ LoConte is a dynamic leader with a distinguished background that blends

military excellence, academic rigor, and entrepreneurial vision. CJ is a graduate of the
United States Military Academy, where he played lacrosse and was commissioned

as an Infantry Officer in the 4th Infantry Division. After his military service, he
obtained an MBA at The Wharton School. His passion for mental health and
performance optimization led him to found Truxtun, a startup dedicated to providing
transformative psychedelic retreats for elite military veterans, business leaders, and
athletes. CJ is currently pursuing an MPA from the Harvard Kennedy School as a Black
Family Fellow. Post-graduation, CJ’s career goals include expanding Truxtun’s reach,
advocating for the integration of psychedelic therapies into mainstream mental health
treatments, and advancing the field of mental and physical performance through
innovative, evidence-based practices.
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Robert (Nate) Powell

Nate is a Juris Doctor and Master of Public Policy candidate at Harvard Law
School and Harvard Kennedy School, respectively, where he focuses on
environmental law, public lands policy, and conservation governance. Most
recently, he served as a summer consultant for the National Park Service
through the Business Plan Internship, supporting strategic planning efforts
at Grand Canyon National Park. Prior to graduate school, Nate served as a
U.S. Army officer, leading cross-functional teams and working with allies
and partners across Europe. Nate is passionate about advancing biodiversity
protection through adaptive leadership and legal reform. He is especially
interested in the intersection of land use law, endangered species protection,
and co-management frameworks. He holds a Bachelor of Science in Foreign
Service from Georgetown University, where he studied international politics
and the Russian language.
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Bethany Russell

Bethany most recently served as an Army intelligence officer with the Multi-
Domain Task Force, analyzing China’s activity in the Indo-Pacific. She also worked
with the Department of Defense’s Indo-Pacific Command to analyze China’s role
in U.S. supply chains. In the Army, she deployed once to Irag and was the 71st
woman to graduate from the Army’s prestigious Ranger School. At Harvard, she is
passionate about studying the intersection between national security, economics,
and emerging technologies, particularly as they relate to competition between the
United States and China. Bethany graduated from the U.S. Military Academy with
a degree in international relations and Chinese and from Schwarzman College,
Tsinghua University with a Master in Management Science in Global Affairs.

Gage Sitzman

Gage is currently a Master in Public Policy candidate at the Harvard Kennedy
School. Prior to HKS, he served in various consulting, legislative, and policy
analysis positions in the U.S. House of Representatives, the U.S. Equal
Employment Opportunity Commission, and the Department of Defense. As a

rural lowa native who enlisted and deployed with all walks of life in the U.S.

Army Infantry, his central policy area is dedicated to policy affecting veterans,
especially those who are socioeconomically disadvantaged in starting and
growing small businesses. Post-HKS, his goals include leveraging years of
professional experience, along with the knowledge gained from HKS, to advocate
for policies that empower veterans and promote the growth of small businesses.
His future career goals include contributing to sustainable economic development
by bridging policy and business implementations to ensure equitable
opportunities across veteran and disadvantaged communities. Additionally, he
holds a BSBA in Strategic Management from American University. His military and
government service includes three combat deployments overseas.
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Kayla Walsh

Kayla C. Walsh graduated from the United States Military Academy with a
Bachelor’s degree in Systems Engineering. After serving as a Blackhawk
pilot for eight years and commanding an aviation maintenance company

in the U.S. Army Aviation, Kayla decided to follow a passion born a decade
earlier while researching literally and figuratively powerless communities
under the Fulbright Scholar Program. Aiming to alleviate societal and
structural barriers to upward mobility, she experienced first-hand the
societal insecurity that can lead to greater regional conflicts—like the

ones she would spend the next eight years training for in the cockpit of

a Blackhawk. Originally from Elko, Nevada and having been stationed in
New York, Alabama, Washington, and Kentucky, Kayla is currently pursuing
her Master in Business Administration at Harvard Business School. Kayla is
passionate about using the power of emerging technologies to great social
and political stability upstream of conflict in globally underserved regions.
Kayla recently interned at Amazon AWS as a technical product manager

in the Artificial General Intelligence team and created the multilingual
improvement strategy for Amazon’s foundation models.

Military & Veteran Graduate Fellowship | 2025-26 Student Fellows





