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Please note that this 2015-16 Annual Report closely mirrors, cites, and in 
certain sections duplicates contents of the 2014-15 Annual Report, 

produced by Co-Chairs Paul Chen and Hany Beshr, which set forth the 
PIC’s new institutional structure. Pages with a “*” in the lower left 

corner are either drawn directly from or closely mirror pages in the B&G 
PIC 2014-15 Annual Report. 



Dynamic forum for the Harvard 
Kennedy School students and fellows 
interested in the thought-leadership, 

careers, partnerships, and innovations 
at the intersection of business and 

government.  
 
 
 

The Business and Government PIC is closely associated 
with the Mossavar-Rahmani Center for Business and 
Government, the B&G PIC advances dialogues and 

organizes events that provide the HKS community with 
relevant exposure to the intersection of the public, 

private and social sectors.  
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Friends & Members of the B&G PIC,  
 
What an incredible year! Thanks for making the 2015-16 academic year the most active one in the recent history 
of the B&G PIC. The Council held 34 events throughout the year, drawing over 1,800 participants. Most 
critically, the range and types of events reflected the analytical, cross-disciplinary approach to public policy 
always evident at the Kennedy School. We debriefed Davos with Harvard attendees, held panels on financial 
market regulation, hosted wine-and-cheeses on corporate social responsibility, and co-sponsored a conference on 
social enterprise – that’s just a snapshot of the wide range of events this student-led group made possible.  
Notably, events focused on an array of domestic and international policy challenges: a testament to the 
international perspectives of a bright and engaged Council leadership team which hails from 10 countries!  
 
We thank our faculty, staff, PIC leadership, and of course, the dynamic and engaged Kennedy School body for 
making such a fantastic accomplishments possible. We also thank previous co-chairs Hany Beshr and Paul Chen 
who restructured the PIC to bring about a bottom-up approach that enables dynamic responses to pressing 
interests of Kennedy School students. The structure they established entails the Executive Team (two Co-Chairs, 
Kaitlin Klaustermeier & Amrita Vir as VPs of Finance and Operations, and Stephanie Desanges & Magdalena 
Seol as VPs of Communications) enabling chair-planned events to be well-planned, well-attended, and well-
executed. Two additional VPs – Taniel Chan and Matthew Hellauer – worked to foster collaboration between 
Harvard Business School groups and the PIC; this position was added this academic year. 
 
As noted in last year’s annual report, Chairs plan incredibly successful events on an array of topics with four 
objectives in mind: 1) attract external speakers, 2) utilize internal HKS knowledge base, 3) deepen relationships 
among PIC members, and 4) promote professional development and career advancement. This year, chairs 
hosted speakers and discussions to ensure that their peers had an array of options to learn more about a wide 
range of policy passions outside of the classroom. An increased focus was also placed on fostering intra-
Kennedy School and inter-Harvard networking opportunities. We are deeply grateful to our Committee chairs 
and co-chairs – Paolo Fresia, Jennifer Helfrich, Dinesh Lingamaneni, Aziz Majoul, Sobia Maqbool, Justin 
Miletti, Christoph Nedopil, Rae Shih, Matt Tyler – for enabling such successes to occur. 
 
Of course, without the continued financial and operational support of the Mossavar-Rahmani Center for 
Business & Government, the PIC’s dynamic approach to meeting the diverse interests and passions of Kennedy 
School students would not have been possible. PIC leaders are particularly grateful for the efforts of M-RCBG’s 
Executive Director Scott Leland and former Associate Director Jennifer Nash, who provided frequent insights, 
advice, guidance, and support to PIC members. Their day-to-day availability was critical to the symbiotic and 
productive relationship of the PIC and the Center enjoyed this year. Other M-RCBG affiliates also played a huge 
role in the PIC’s successes, including co-Directors Professor Lawrence Summers and Dean John Haigh and an 
incredible group of Senior Fellows who continually lent our team their time, expertise, and guidance. 
 
The future is bright for the B&G PIC. Paolo Fresia will be an excellent Chair next year, as will a co-chair 
selected from new Kennedy School students. Such an arrangement will improve the PIC’s visibility amongst 
mid-career MPA and first-year students – an area for improvement. Also, several topical chairs will still attend 
the Kennedy School again next year: we are confident their experience will benefit new student leaders who join 
the PIC. The stage is set for the B&G PIC to again be one of the most active student groups on the HKS campus. 
 
The time has flown by, and we are incredibly thankful for all who have made this academic year for the B&G 
PIC such a success. We wish you all the best. 
 
Sincerely, 
Robert W. Greene & Priscilla Rouyer, Co-chairs 4 4 
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Executive Leadership Team 
Position Name Bios 

Co-Chair Priscilla 
Rouyer 

Priscilla isan MPA Candidate. After graduating from Sciences Po Paris in 2009, she worked in Europe 
and the Middle East for McKinsey & Company. She then worked for the Inter-American 
Development Bank in Haiti, in private sector development. After HKS, she intends to work on 
implementing new strategies to tackle youth unemployment. 

Co-Chair Robert Greene 

Robert is a MPP candidate at HKS and a research associate at the Mossavar-Rahmani Center for 
Business and Government, where his research focuses on financial regulation. Prior to Harvard, 
Robert researched and wrote about the regulatory process, financial regulation, public finance, and 
state labor markets at the Mercatus Center at George Mason University. 

Co-VP of 
Comms. 

Stephanie 
Desanges 

Stephanie Desanges, a MPP / MBA at Harvard Kennedy School and Wharton Business School, is 
originally from Boston and attended Northeastern University undergrad. She has worked 5.5 years in a 
variety of roles in the private sector in investment banking, private banking, and asset management at 
JP Morgan and Goldman Sachs in New York City and London. Recently, she interned on the 
Northeast fundraising team for the Hillary Clinton Campaign and this summer she will be interning in 
the office of the President and CEOof the Overseas Private Investment Corporation. She has a deep 
interest in international development and has helped build three organizations focused on economic 
development, specifically in Haiti after the earthquake: a for-profit sustainable development 
community in the central plateau, an impact investment fund, and a non-profit focused on the pillars 
of education and healthcare. 

Co-VP of 
Comms.  

Magdalena J. 
Seol 

Magdalena is an MPA candidate and is involved in a project at the Environment and Natural 
Resources Program of Belfer Center. Prior to Kennedy School, she served at the Office of the 
President of her country, South Korea, managing the globalization arm of key agendas related to 
climate change. Before this, she was a management strategy consultant and more than half of her 
engagements had to do with expansion strategies to emerging and overseas markets. Throughout her 
career, she tried to create public impact by leveraging the power of all different sectors. Most recently, 
she established a strategy consulting firm based in Seoul solely dedicated to solving global 
development problems. She received her B.A. in International Relations from Seoul National 
University, followed by her graduate studies in Refugee Studies at Oxford University. Besides her 
work and study, she loves singing classical pieces of 16th to 19th centuries. 

Co-VP of 
Operations 
& Finance 

Amrita Vir 

Amrita is a first year MPP / MBA joint degree student with Harvard Kennedy School and Harvard 
Business School. She is from Houston, Texas and attended Southern Methodist University, where she 
received a BBA in Finance and Minors in Economics, International Studies, and Chinese. At SMU, 
she founded a microfinance non-profit to support underserved Dallas entrepreneurs. After graduation, 
she worked in energy consulting at Booz & Co. in Dallas and Houston. Amrita is interested in 
harnessing the public and private sectors to facilitate financial empowerment. When she is not reading 
cases or writing policy memos, Amrita also enjoys power yoga, cooking, and seeing live music. 

Co-VP of 
Operations 
& Finance 
 

Kaitlin 
Klaustermeier 

Kaitlin is a first year MPP / MBA joint degree student with Harvard Kennedy School and Harvard 
Business School. She is originally from Boyceville, Wisconsin and attended the University of 
Minnesota, receiving a B.S. in Business (majoring in Management Information Systems and minoring 
in Finance). After graduation Kaitlin worked for The Boston Consulting Group in Chicago and also 
spent time in Seattle at the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, where she worked on their Primary 
Healthcare Strategy. Kaitlin is interested in the intersection of K-12 education, government policy and 
private education companies, specifically in how to best support rural communities in the United 
States and around the world. When she is not studying Kaitlin enjoys playing basketball, rollerblading, 
watching the Green Bay Packers and playing board games. 
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Topical Committee Chairs 
Position Name Bios 

Corporate 
Social 
Responsibility, 
Co-chair 

Paolo Fresia 

After a brief stint as bond trader with Goldman Sachs and a year in Haiti with Doctors Without 
Borders, Paolo lived in Asia for the past two years before coming to HKS. He most recently 
worked at boutique CSR consultancy BSR, focusing on corporate sustainability strategy and 
integration. His projects have focused on working with global companies on opportunities in 
the Myanmar and Laos garment, forestry, and telecommunications industries, especially around 
labor and human rights topics. Moreover, Paolo has recently founded an impact investment 
fund with five friends, and therefore has a keen interest in the social enterprise ecosystem. 
Paolo is excited to join the PIC as Co-Chair for CSR, and looks forward to connecting with all 
those interested in sustainable development. 

Corporate 
Social 
Responsibility, 
Co-chair 

Justin Miletti 

Justin is an MPP candidate focused on corporate social responsibility, particularly in the mining 
and extractive sectors. He is currently a research fellow for the Corporate Social Responsibility 
Initiative at MRCBG. Previously, he worked as an Advisor to the Executive Director of McGill 
University’s Institute of International Development. This included leading the executive 
education programs on International Development and CSR in Canada and West Africa. Justin 
has also consulted for the World Bank and Africa-Canada Emerging Leaders Dialogue. This 
summer, Justin worked as a community relations analyst for Teranga Gold in Kedougou, 
Senegal. After graduation he intends to work on innovative CSR initiatives focused on 
community development for a large extractive company. 

Economic 
Development, 
Chair 

 Christoph 
Nedopil 

Christoph, a first-year MPA2 student, was born and raised in Bavaria, Southern part of 
Germany. He has a degree in mechanical engineering and a PhD economis. Prior to HKS, he 
founded two companies in Germany; one based in Berlin that helps companies adjust their 
product strategy for ageing consumer groups, the other, a tech-company offering mobility 
solutions. Christoph has also been a consultant at the IFC for the past 8 years and has worked 
on corporate governance and board issues in Africa, Asia, Europe and the Americas. In his 
spare time, Christoph enjoys doing sports, playing classical music, cooking, making good 
espresso and meeting new people! As the chair of the Economic Development Committee, he 
organized several events, including the inaugural Global Entrepreneurship & Policy 
Conference. 

Public-Private 
Partnerships, 
Chair 

Dinesh 
Lingamaneni 

Dinesh Chand is from Bangalore, India. Prior to Kennedy, Dinesh worked with Ernst & Young 
LLP (EY) as a management consultant helping private sector with performance improvement 
strategies. Post EY, he moved into development sector to help public elected representatives in 
India catalyze development in their constituencies using various financial resources at their 
disposal. Having worked in various sectors including Health, Drinking Water and Livelihoods, 
he hopes to explore private sector solutions to address the leakages in the public delivery 
systems. His hobbies include running, tennis and currently trying to explore the area of political 
history. 

Regulation & 
Public Policy, 
Chair 

Rae Shih 

Rae Shih is an MPP at HKS and a concurrent degree student with the University of 
Pennsylvania Law School. Prior to Penn Law, she worked at StudentsFirst, the education 
reform organization founded by Michelle Rhee, former Chancellor of the District of Columbia 
Public Schools. At StudentsFirst, she wrote state legislation and regulations, in particular, two 
bills on teacher preparation that passed in Indiana in 2013 and 2014 holding teacher preparation 
programs accountable for their graduates' effectiveness. She is a former Teach For America 
high school math teacher at a charter school in New Orleans. Most recently, she worked at the 
U.S. Department of Education's Office For Civil Rights as an Education Pioneers Graduate 
School Fellow, where she researched federal regulatory issues, including statutory 
interpretation via policy guidance documents, and administrative law procedures. 
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Topical Committee Chairs 
Position Name Bios 

Government 
Relations, Co-
chair 

Sobia Maqbool  

Sobia Maqbool has 11 plus years of multi-faceted experience in financial risk assessments 
chiefly in Pakistan, but also notably in Middle Eastern countries and beyond. She has led 
policy development initiatives with the regulatory authorities to revamp the regulatory 
framework for credit rating agencies and published analytical methodologies for various 
market segments and financial products. Sobia has broad based management experience in 
technical, business development and administrative roles; during her time with JCR-VIS 
Credit Rating Company Limited, she forged partnerships with third party organizations to 
broaden the scope of business activities. In addition to this, she implemented strategy for 
international expansion for Islamic International Rating Agency with operations now in more 
than 10 jurisdictions. Along with her job responsibilities, she has also been engaged in 
volunteer work in the field of education, while being involved with the local arm of Lions 
Club International, the world’s largest service club organization. Her MBA is in finance, she 
is a CFA charterholder, and is now pursuing MPA at the Harvard Kennedy School. 

Government 
Relations, Co-
chair 
 

Aziz Majoul 

Aziz is an MPA candidate at HKS and a research assistant at the Middle East Initiative, where 
his research focuses on the Arab Social contract. Prior to Harvard, Aziz was an entrepreneur 
and founded an M&A consultancy in Tunisia focusing on cross-border deals between Europe 
and North Africa. Following the Tunisian revolution in 2011, he also advised the Tunisian 
businesses organization for private sector development reforms. Aziz intends on working on 
measures to enhance private sector growth and empower the middle class notably through a 
better business and government coordination. Aziz chairs the government relations committee 
at the B&G PIC. 

Social 
Enterprise & 
Impact 
Investing, 
Chair 

Matt Tyler 

Matthew is an economist and began his career as a management consultant with 
PricewaterhouseCoopers’ (PwC) strategy team focused primarily on financial services. Since 
leaving PwC in 2011, he has been dedicated to public service. Between 2011-2012 Matthew 
was a Research Assistant on an Australian Research Council grant to understand Indigenous 
men’s health in the Kimberley. After an internship at the Department of Prime Minister and 
Cabinet, he was a Senior Economic Analyst with the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
working on the Australian Government’s foreign aid program. Most recently, Matthew has 
been Policy Advisor to Claire O’Neil MP, where he has led analysis of numerous Federal 
domestic economic and social policies and provided advice to senior Shadow Ministers. He is 
deeply committed to policies that promote economic growth and mitigate inequality. Drawing 
on his cross sector experiences, he is particularly interested in scaling up social finance to 
fund programs and pilot initiatives in early childhood education, parenting, mental health and 
vocational training. Matthew is currently pursuing a Master of Public Policy at Harvard's 
Kennedy School. 

Sustainability, 
Chair 

Jennifer 
Helfrich 

Jennifer Helfrich is a first year MPP student with the Harvard Kennedy School. She joins the 
school as the Belfer Center Environment and Natural Resources Program's Roy Family 
Fellow. Before coming to HKS, Jennifer worked for the San Francisco Public Utilities 
Commission on energy efficiency programs, solar incentives, conservation management, and 
clean energy education. With the Technische Universität Berlin, Jennifer published 
comparative research on US and German policies for renewable energy and environmental 
impact assessment. During her University of California Santa Cruz (UCSC) Environmental 
Studies B.A., Jennifer helped build the Sustainability Office and founded the UCSC Carbon 
Fund.  
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Scope / 
Committee Total Events Cumulative 

Participants 
Select 
Topics 

Club-Wide  7 ~200 
Open House, 

Senior Fellows 
Networking 

Corporate Social 
Responsibility  4 ~100 

HR impact 
assessment, 
Networking 

Sustainability 6 ~150 
Climate 
change, 

Environmental 
Defense Fund 

Economic 
Development 3 ~375 

GEP 
Conference, 
Prof. Parker, 
Transforming 

Nigeria's 
Agriculture 

Government  
Relations 1 ~25 Lobbying 101 

Public-Private 
Partnerships (P3) 3 ~75 

Privatization in 
Developing 
Economics 

Regulation & 
Public Policy 4 ~100 

Profs. John 
Coates and 

Skip Melnick, 
State 

Regulations  

Social Enterprise 
& Impact 
Investing 

6 >800 

Social 
Enterprise 

Conference, 
Impact 

Investing 

During the 2015-16 academic year, the B&G PIC has undertake a total of 34 
public events with estimated total cumulative participants of ~1,800 

B&G PIC Activities  



PIC Events Pictures 

Breakfast with Falko Paetzold from 
Harvard's Initiative for Responsible 
Investment 

Co-Sponsorship of Harvard 
Social Enterprise Conference 

Davos Debrief with Dean Elmendorf, Graham 
Allison, Iris Bohnet & Ricardo Hausmann 

Co-Sponsorship of MIT-Harvard Global 
Entrepreneurship & Policy  Conference 

Cargo Drones in Africa panel co-hosted 
with swissnex Boston, EPFL, Afrotech – EPFL 
at the Consulate of Switzerland in Boston 

6 Lessons from the Greek Crisis: Lunch with 
Prof. Richard Parker 
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Areas for Improvement 

●  Improved engagement with mid-career MPA students 
 
●  Clarify membership base 
 
●  Develop a B&G PIC website with a blog and articles featuring research and 

events organized 
 
●  Create a closely-tied network of members and alumni 
 
●  Heightened collaboration with non-HKS student groups 
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B&G PIC
AY15-16 Financial Summary - Direct Expenses

($ in USD)

Date Event $
September B&G Wide - Open House (53)$      
September B&G Wide - Fall Networking Event with M-RCBG Fellows -$      
10/6/2015 B&G Wide - Leadership Team Fall Term Dinner (413)$    
10/27/2015 Social Enterprise Event - "Social Enterprise On The Front Lines in Nairobi" -$      
10/27/2015 B&G Wide - Meet Christian Vanizette! (114)$    
10/28/2015 CSR Event - "How to Conduct Human Rights Impact Assessments for Multinational Corporations" (149)$    
11/3/2015 Sustainability Event - "Environmental Defense Fund" (63)$      
11/6/2015 Sustainability Event - "National Park Service" (63)$      
11/9/2015 Reg Event - "Prof. John Coates" (88)$      
11/10/2015 B&G Wide - B&G PIC logo (20)$      
11/10/2015 Reg Event - "BC College Prof Skip Melnick", EdPIC co-sponsor (57)$      
11/10/2015 Social Enterprise Event: Pay for Success -$      
11/13/2015 Reg Event - Lunch discussion regarding regulation (74)$      
11/23/2015 Social Enterprise Event: JPAL skill-building -$      
11/13/2015 B&G Wide - Bonding (Bonfire) (58)$      
11/17/2015 B&G Wide - VP dinner (72)$      
11/19/2015 Econ Dev Event - "Brown Bag with Prof. Parker" (137)$    
11/20/2015 Sustainability event - Sustainability Coffee Conversations: Climate Change, Carbon Markets, and the UN Climate Summit in Paris\(21)$      
11/23/2015 PPP - Privatization in Developing Economics: A Key Component of Public-Private Partnerships in Production & Provision(106)$    
11/23/2015 Social Enterprise Event: Carl Byers, EdPIC co-sponsor (50)$      
11/23/2015 Econ Dev Event - "Transforming Nigeria's Agriculture" (48)$      
12/2/2015 Social Enterprise Event: Impact investing breakfast (75)$      
12/3/2015 Sustainability event - Sustainability Coffee Conversations: Coffee, Cake, and Sustainability: Building Sustainable Cities(21)$      
12/3/2015 Social Enterprise Event: Nikki Singh from CommonBond -$      
12/10/2015 B&G Wide End of year dinner (117)$    

2/2/2016 B&G Wide - Innovation breakfast (57)$      
2/9/2016 Government Relations - Lobbying 101 (96)$      

2/17/2016 Sustainability event - Sustainability Coffee Conversations (14)$      
2/11/2016 PPP in Food Security and Agriculture (327)$    
2/24/2016 CSR Event - Interest Meeting (250)$    
3/8/2016 Econ Dev - Rod Ludema -$      
3/9/2016 B&G Wide - SECON Debrief (174)$    

3/10/2016 CSR Event - NHL and Sustainability (351)$    
3/23/2016 B&G Wide - End of Year dinner (500)$    
3/24/2016 PPP - Mason Fellows Panel (207)$    
3/24/2016 Reg Event - "State regulations" (262)$    
3/30/2016 Sustainability event - Sustainability Coffee Conversations: Coffee, Cake, and Sustainability (22)$      
3/30/2016 CSR Event - Speed Dating (150)$    
4/2/2016 B&G Wide - GEP Conference (500)$    
4/5/2016 B&G Wide - IDC Conference (200)$    
5/3/2016 Government Relations - Francophile Club co-sponsor (90)$      

Total Expenses (4,999)$ 
Plus: Allocated Budget for FY15-16 5,000$  
Total Surplus / (Deficit) 1$         

B&G PIC Expenses - Direct Expenses from Budget
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Date Event $
10/28/2015 CSR Event - "How to Conduct Human Rights Impact Assessments for Multinational Corporations" 148.62
11/9/2015 Reg Event - "Prof. John Coates" 87.5
11/10/2015 Reg Event - "BC College Prof Skip Melnick", EdPIC co-sponsor 57.35
11/13/2015 Reg Event - Lunch discussion regarding regulation 73.95
11/19/2015 Econ Dev Event - "Brown Bag with Prof. Parker" 83.25
11/20/2015 Sustainability event - Sustainability Coffee Conversations: Climate Change, Carbon Markets, and the UN Climate Summit in Paris\21.38
11/23/2015 PPP - Privatization in Developing Economics: A Key Component of Public-Private Partnerships in Production & Provision105.55
12/3/2015 Sustainability event - Sustainability Coffee Conversations: Building Sustainable Cities 21.38
12/2/2015 Impact investing breakfast 75
11/10/2015 B&G Wide - B&G PIC logo 20
11/23/2015 Social Enterprise Event: Carl Byers, EdPIC co-sponsor 49.78
11/23/2015 Econ Dev Event - "Transforming Nigeria's Agriculture" 48.25

2/9/2016 Lobbying 101 96.4
2/17/2016 Sustainability event - Sustainability Coffee Conversations 14.25
2/2/2016 B&G Wide - Innovation Breakfast 57

11/3/2015 Sustainability Event - "Environmental Defense Fund" 62.5
11/6/2015 Sustainability Event - "National Park Service" 62.5

Total Contributions from KSSG + OCA $1,085
Total B&G PIC money spent ($3,914)

Total Inflows (from M-RCBG and KSSG and OCA) $6,085

Total Outflows for Events ($4,999)

Note: Expenses as of May 2, 2016

B&G PIC Expenses - KSSG Contributions

B&G PIC Expenses - Annual Summary


