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"WE ARE MOTIVATING DEEPER CONNECTIONS 
BETWEEN PRIVATE AND PUBLIC INTERESTS TO A 

DEGREE NEVER BEFORE SEEN AT HKS."

01YEAR IN
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The 2016-17 academic year was a transformative one for the Business & Government 
Professional Interest Council. We hosted a total of 52 events (independently and 
in coordination with partners and institutions) – a Harvard Kennedy School student 
organization record. Our work bridged the gap between business and government, 
demonstrating through theory and practice how they can collaborate toward social good 
and government intervention that more effectively responds to social and environmental 
concerns.
 
This year the PIC expanded to include three new committees: political risk, innovation, 
and fintech subcommittees. Our 22-member leadership team – including executive 
board and ten subcommittees – represents interests across the business and government 
spectrum. We are motivating deeper connections between public and private interests to 
a degree never before seen at HKS and we are eager for what’s to come.
 
Great things happen when you bring talented people together. This year we increased 
collaboration within HKS and Harvard University as well as co-hosting events with MIT 
and Tufts. We are extremely grateful to the Mossavar-Rahmani Center for Business and 
Government for their longstanding, generous support. 
 
The most valuable learning is experiential, which is why the PIC provided more real-world 
exposure through the Impact Investing and Social Enterprise Trek in Boston, among 
many other events. We also highlighted career and job opportunities in our revamped 
newsletter and communications strategy.
 
We are incredibly proud of what the PIC has accomplished and it’s been an honor to 
serve as the B&G PIC co-chairs. We wish all the best to our colleague Snigdha Kumar, who 
will be succeeding us for another groundbreaking year.

Sincerely,

Rebecca and Paolo

Rebecca Barnes, MPP ‘17, Paolo Fresia, MPP ‘17, Business & Government PIC Co-Chairs

A LETTER FROM THE CO-CHAIRSYEAR IN
REVIEW
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COMMITTEE
REPORTS

COMMUNICATIONS

The communications team seeks to build a vibrant community through BGPIC 
messaging and thought leadership. Major achievements included:

• Led distribution and communication of alumni and career opportunities as well as 
community events – and drove integration with the Social Innovation and Change 
Initiative and the Social Innovation Studio space at HKS, delivering an effective 
throughpoint for social innovators at the school.

• Executed BGPIC’s Davos debrief, leveraging live engagement techniques through 
Twitter. 

• Through PIC-wide events - including two social mixers with cross-Harvard and 
cross-Cambridge attendance and through the Davos debrief – it was clear a united, 
collaborative PIC remains the most effective means to stimulate engagement and 
deliver targeted programming, and anchoring social conversations at HKS.

• Deployed a new brand and logo schema across platforms; the communications 
team relaunched the BGPIC Linkedin, launched a new BGPIC @businessandgov 
Twitter account used for live-tweeting, sharing, event promotion and thought 
leadership.

• Released more than 30 customized newsletters addressing a community and 
readership of an average of 950. BGPIC board members engaged with MRCBG’s 
resource and interview program, developing original content to support fellows’ 
thought leadership.

• 

VICE PRESIDENTS: KRISTINE LEE, MPP '18, AND MATTHEW SPECTOR, MPP '18
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CHAIRS: CHRISTOPH NEDOPIL, MPA ‘17, ALI NADEEM, MPA ‘18

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

The economic development committee continued to build its following 
and connections between practitioners this year. Its events included:

• Organized a NAFTA discussion panel, moderated by Professor 
Robert Lawrence and NAFTA scholars, Gary Haufbauer, and Thea Lee, 
attendance 25 from HKS community

• Technology and Policy Event by Gartner Consulting: 15 students 
attended, discussed role of policy and challenges amidst technological 
drivers and changes

• US Monetary Policy by Federal Reserve Boston EVP and HKS Prof Jeff 
Fuhrer, well attended by 20 students, included pertinent and pressing 
conversations around US monetary policy

• Clean Technology and Policy Event by President of NECEC. Discussions 
around clech technology and economic development. The NECEC 
explored future collaboration with HKS students and the clean tech 
entrepreneur community.

• The committee plans additional trade policy, economic development 
talks and treks for next year. 

• Additional events included:

• Sarah Chayes: Break the corruption chain: Sarah Chayes, author of 
Thieves of State and a senior fellow at the Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace shared thoughts on the perception of corruption in 
the US as a driver for election decisions and the role of corruption for 
international l terrorism during a discussion led by Christoph Nedopil 
with about 50 students, professors and visitors. The event was co-
sponsored by CPL. 
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

• Deloitte Partners Anthony Campanelli and Kevin Corbet: Fighting 
international corruption: Anthony Campanelli and Kevin Corbet, two 
Deloitte partners, shared their experience on fighting international 
corruption. In a very private manner, the two experts elaborated 
on Deloitte’s role in fighting corruption and the possible uses of 
technology. This event was moderated by Christoph Nedopil and co-
sponsored by OCA.

Global Entrepreneurship & Policy Conference 

• The Global Entrepreneurship & Policy (GEP) Conference was a 
success with more than 120 participants, great speakers, panels 
and design-thinking workshops to discuss the role of governments 
in helping entrepreneurship. In the meeting, the chairs of the 2016 
conference (Majid Alibrahim, Samir Chaibi and Christoph Nedopil) 
shared their experience from organizing the conference, the results 
on best practices in setting up innovation and governance systems for 
entrepreneurship with about 20 interested students.  

• At the second GEP meeting, 25 participants discussed under the 
moderation of Christoph Nedopil areas in which policy can help 
entrepreneurship to tackle social problems. A particularly interesting 
discussion emerged in the field of entrepreneurship in the refugee 
crises and how governments should help, but currently hinder formal 
entrepreneurship.
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CHAIR: SNIGDHA KUMAR, MPP '18

FINTECH COMMITTEE

Snigdha sought to drive greater involvement from a cross-section of 
HKSers around fintech, building content expertise and providing a 
platform for internship/job search in the sector, including:

• Partnering with Accion's Financial Inclusion week and hosted David 
Porteous, the founder and director of Bankable Frontiers. The event 
focused on categories of fintech products that have potential for large 
scale impact for the "base of the pyramid." This event was part of a 
global platform through Accion's Financial Inclusion Week.

• Hosted three stalwarts in the FinTech sector to break down FinTech 
trends. Peter Sands, Ex CEO of Standard Chartered Bank provided 
perspectives on which FinTech business models are here to stay 
and which ones will fade soon. Jo Ann Barefoot, CEO of Barefoot 
innovation and ex deputy controller of currency, spoke about regulation 
technology and how that is linked to inclusive consumer financial 
services. Todd Baker, Managing Principal of Broadmoor Consulting, 
shared perspectives on the trends in alternate credit product 
development for low income populations.

• Hosted USAID's senior program manager to discuss digital payment 
initiatives in India. Badal Malick, CEO of a USAID-funded digital 
payment accelerator also joined the talk. The focus of the talk was on 
understanding how digital payments help reduce cost of cash for the 
poor.
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GOVERNMENT RELATIONS COMMITTEE

Malini’s focus this year has been on reforming perceptions of lobbying, 
advocacy, and government relations in a connected era where businesses, 
governments, and nonprofits have to break out of their silos and learn 
how to speak each other’s languages:

• Navigating the Tri-sector Intersection with Anuradha Das Mathur, 
Senior Adviser of the Albright Stonebridge Group: Anuradha gave 
career advice for people looking to make a mark in the intersection of 
business, government, and social sector.

• Deconstructing the Dirty L-word with Professor Mark Fagan: We had an 
open and eye-opening conversation about lobbying, its notoriety, and 
its value  

• Why do we need Tri-sector Athletes? With Nick Lovegrove, Managing 
Partner of The Brunswick Group: Nick deconstructed the Boston 
Magazine’s article about HKS values, and shared insights from his book 
“The Mosaic Principle”

• Malini also set up a collaboration with the Global Business Club of HBS, 
and is looking forward to co-hosting a series of fireside chats aimed at 
breaking myths and false conceptions across the river.

• 

CHAIR: MALINI BOSE, MPP '18



12B&GPIC |  ANNUAL REPORT ACADEMIC YEAR 2016-2017

CHAIRS: EMMA MORSE, MPP '17 AND IVAN RAHMAN, MPA/MBA '19

IMPACT INVESTING COMMITTEE

Emma and Ivan sought to normalize impact investing as a measure of 
policy effectiveness and investor purpose. Highlight events included:

• Impact Investing 101: 35 people attended impact investing basics.

• Financial Inclusion event with Accion: 25 people in attendance, 
where students learned about Accion’s work in financial inclusion and 
microfinance. 

• Impact Investing Career Panel: 25 people in attendance, this panel 
exposed students to career opportunities in the impact investing world.

• Impact Investing Mixer with HBS: 40 people in attendance; an 
opportunity for HKS and HBS students interested in impact investing to 
begin projects.

• Impact Investing Trek (4/7); 15 people in attendance. HKS's first 
impact investing and social enterprise trek. Participants met with Vera 
Solutions, Draper Richard Kaplan Foundation, Social Finance, and 
Accion, and participating students had the opportunity to learn about 
these organizations, ask questions, and engage in discussion about 
challenges and opportunities in the space.

The 2017 impact investing trek.
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POLITICAL RISK COMMITTEE

As a new committee, Political Risk held three events this year and built a 
strong community of more than 30 students.

• Top events included:

• An opening event introducing political risk as an academic discipline 
and as a career/industry.

• An event with Professor John Park discussing political risk in the context 
of North Korea security issues.

• Career panel: four current Harvard students students shared 
expereinces from careers as former political risk analysts. This third 
event, in particular, was well attended by more than 30 students.

• The committee has launched partnerships across schools including 
Tufts Fletcher and Georgetown SFS, and plans to execute joint events 
including a potential career tour in DC or NYC.

CHAIR: BEN YUNMO WANG, MPP '18
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CHAIRS: DIOGO FARIA, MC/MPA '17, HAMADA ZAHAWI, '17

INFRASTRUCTURE & PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP COMMITTEE

The infrastructure and public-private partnership committee continued its 
landmark work engaging in P3 certifications and bringing a robust lineup 
of speakers to HKS. Highlights included:

• More than 10 students completed the World Bank's PPP certification 
program during the PPP Certification Marathon in Februray, which 
included more than 200 pages of material. Sixteen students engaged in 
the certification exam.

• The certification program included lectures from Peter Deutscher,James 
Donald, Brune Poirso, Diogo Faria and Sabine Prinz. 

• Area and expertise lectures included a talk from PPP co-chair Diogo 
Faria on hydroelectric power plants in Brazil, a lecture from Krishna 
Murthy on airports in India,Pei Junwei on public-private partnerships in 
China, and Enrique Berros on offshore wind energy projects in Europe.

• Additional talks included:

• Francois Bergere and Jyoti Bisbey, leaders of the World Bank's CP3P 
certification, joined the PPP committee for a talk on certification in 
October.

• Joe Aiello joined the committee in Novermber to discuss his leadership 
at Meridiam Infrastructure. As CEO of North America, Aiello leads the 
group's large-scale infrastructure and real estate projects.
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INFRASTRUCTURE & PUBLIC PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP COMMITTEE

• In February, PPP members shared their experience, including Milica 
Zatezalo-Falatar, counsel at Clifford Chance, and Enrique Alvarez-
UriaBerros, former Director of Business Development for Offshore Wind 
at EDP.

• In March, McKinsey's Tim McManus joined the committeee for a 
presentation on the management consulting group's approach to 
infrastructure. HBS Professor John Macomber additionally joined to 
discuss his research.

• In April, Poseidon/Brookfield CEO Carlos Riva joined to discuss 
Brookfield's work in large-scale real estate engagements. PPP members 
shared their experience, including Ana Bernal, former Deputy Director 
for Regulatory Affairs in Colombia and Sobia Maqbool, former member 
at the Rating Committee / Islamic International Rating Agency.

November 15th , 2016
Joe Aiello, Meridiam 
Infrastructure (CEO North 
America)

François Bergere (PPIAF) 
and Jyoti Bisbey (World 
Bank / CP 3P certification 
program). October 4th 
2016.
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CHAIR: JEN SMITH, MPP '17

REGULATION COMMITTEE

Jack’s team pursued a broader articulation of regulation in a changing 
world. Jack’s top events included:

• Executing an introduction to Dodd-Frank with Jai Massari (Davis Polk); 
10 in attendance for an overview of Dodd-Frank

• Addressing regulations in “The Future of Financial Regulation” featuring 
Sir Paul Tucker (HKS, Systemic Risk Council) Randall Guynn (Davis Polk), 
James Segel (fmr Special Counsel to Barney Frank); 25 attended the 
panel discussion. Held 2 weeks after Trump's election, this discussion 
included an assessment of where financial regulation should and may 
be heading. Rep. Jeb Hensarling's (R-TX) CHOICE Act was advanced as 
the key successor to Dodd-Frank.

SECON engaged in a transformative year, driving change and new 
conversations among a national audience of social innovators and peers.

• Given BGPIC’s investment in close coordination with SECON, it intends 
to engage in some support and partnership in the future.

CHAIR: JACK PEAD, MASTER IN PUBLIC POLICY '18

SOCIAL ENTERPRISE CONFERENCE
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SHARED VALUE AND SOCIAL INNOVATION COMMITTEE

Sabine and Henning sought to explore whether shared value and social 
innovation could directly align with policy contexts.

• The shared value team’s top events included:

• Henning led a cross-school, intensive social innovation lab in fall ‘16 
that sought to bring a cross-section of practitioners to Harvard to 
address evolving social innovation opportunities, engaging leaders in 
practical and evolving projects from Unilever to MercyCorps.

• The lab itself built connections among teams from HKS and Fletcher 
around novel social innovation idea, and seeded the concept of a 
shared value laboratory within the school. Henning brought this insight 
to bear in the context of Harvard’s Social Innovation and Change 
Initiative and the associated studio within Belfer Hall.

• 

CHAIRS: HENNING RINGHOLZ, MC/MPA'17, AND SABINE PRINZ, MPA '17

March 2017 social innova-
tion studio launch events.
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CHAIR: ALBERTO RINCON, MPP '18

SUSTAINAIBILITY COMMITTEE

Alberto built the sustainability unit to a robust participant group of 20+ 
HKSers. His achievements included:

• Julian Kolbel, MIT, joined the PIC to discuss how investors can 
contribute to sustainable development. Do they need to sacrifice 
returns in order to do so? Is the fossil fuel divestment campaign 
effective? In this talk, Julian Koelbel provided an overview of different 
sustainable investment approaches and discuss their financial 
performance as well as their impact. Julian recently completed his 
dissertation at ETH Zurich on the relationship between sustainability 
and credit risk and has worked in different roles in the sustainable 
investing industry. Attendance: 20 

• Careers in Sustainability with CERES Speaker: Katina Tsongas, CERES, 
HKS MPP Description: Ceres joined a B&GPIC and OCA-sponsored 
event to share sustainability best practice and insight from HKS alumna 
Katina Tsongas. Attendance: 13

• Executing global development panel, “Assessing the Sustainable 
Development Goals” with speakers Jane Nelson (HKS), Nik Sekhran 
(UNDP), Nicholas Ashford (MIT),and Muthoni Muriu (Oxfam). The panel 
addressed recent shifts in development framework to one of holistic, 
sustainable development was advanced, what it meant for global 
communities, and what the challenges and promises are for carrying 
out the work. Attendance: 40
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TECHNOLOGY & INNOVATION COMMITTEE

Maroof led the integration of innovation discipline into BGPIC offerings. 
His successes have included:

• Maroof’s tech and innovation team pursued integration with DigitalHKS 
and Prof. David Eaves around digital practitioner opportunities at 
Harvard Kennedy School and digital government discipline.

• Integration with HBS Digital Initiative and business & digital 
opportunities

• Executed first tech and innovation event, engaging bitNatura CEO 
around credits for social purpose.

• Planning summer ‘18 program with critical partners including 
technology practitioners

• 

CHAIR: MAROOF SYED,MC/MPA '17
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EXECUTIVE 
BOARD

EXEUCTIVE BOARD

Co-Chair: Rebecca Barnes

Rebecca is a Canadian Foreign 
Service Officer who has worked in 
diplomatic missions in Washington 
D.C., Australia, Singapore 
and China. Most recently, she 
completed a three-year assignment 

to the Canadian High Commission in Singapore, 
where she helped Canadian companies in the 
financial services, education and life sciences 
sectors take advantage of business opportunities in 
Asia. In Canada, she worked on the G20 Summit in 
Toronto and outward investment promotion for the 
Federal Government. 

Co-Chair: Paolo Fresia

After a brief stint as bond trader 
with Goldman Sachs and a year in 
Haiti with Doctors Without Borders, 
Paolo lived in Asia for the past two 
years before coming to HKS. He 
most recently worked at boutique 
CSR consultancy BSR, focusing on 

corporate sustainability strategy and integration. 
His projects have focused on working with global 
companies on opportunities in the Myanmar and 
Laos garment, forestry, and telecommunications 
industries, especially around labor and human 
rights topics. Moreover, Paolo has recently founded 
an impact investment fund with five friends, 
and therefore has a keen interest in the social 
enterprise ecosystem.

Co-VP of Finance: Christopher 
Jan

An engineer by education and 
management consultant by 
trade, Chris spent the last couple 
years advising various financial 
institutions and bank holding 

companies with EY’s Financial Services Advisory 
practice in Chicago. During his time there, he 
focused on regulatory reform, risk transformation, 
and bank regulation. Born and bred in the Midwest 
(with Taiwanese influences), Chris is a proud Detroit 
native and Wolverine. He is excited to learn more 
about the intersection between the public and 
private sectors, and is interested in the effects that 
economic policies, trade, and foreign investment 
can have on quality of life in developing countries. 
Chris’ hobbies include sports, international affairs, 
and Michigan football.

Co-VP of Finance: Katharine 
Bodnar 

Katharine’s professional career to 
date has focused on addressing 
health-related challenges in both 
the public and private sectors. 

After graduating from Duke in 2012, Katharine 
spent two years working at an economic consulting 
firm in Boston, where she supported economic 
analyses related to hospital antitrust litigation and 
patent litigation in addition to health economics 
modelling for biotech and pharma clients. 
Katharine spent the past two years at a public 
health non-profit in Africa working to helping 
governments in the region overcome operational 
challenges and build stronger health systems 
necessary to scale HIV diagnostic and treatment 
services. Katharine is a joint degree student 
with the Harvard Business School and is excited 
to spend the next three years further exploring 
challenges and opportunities at the intersection of 
business and government (including those outside 
the realm of healthcare!).
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EXECUTIVE BOARD

Co-VP of Communications: 
Kristine Lee

Kristine studied History and 
Literature at Harvard College and 
studied abroad in China during my 
undergraduate years. She spent 
time in South Korea on a Fulbright 

Fellowship prior to attending HKS and has a strong 
interest in international affairs, particularly with 
regards to U.S. foreign policy in East Asia.  She 
hopes to eventually become a diplomat. 

Co-VP of Communications: 
Matthew Spector

As a journalist, editor and 
storyteller, Matthew equips 
organizations to seize a 
generational moment of reset 
between business and government. 

Matthew’s training began at ABC News, where he 
crossed business and national reporting in digital 
and broadcast capacities during the recession. 
Following work in corporate affairs and urban 
planning, Matthew spent several years architecting 
programs and marketing campaigns for public 
affairs entities and Fortune 500 companies, 
most recently through the creative intelligence 
group Bow Bridge. His strategic and messaging 
leadership has included work for Obama for 
America, UNICEF, UNHCR, Coca-Cola, LVMH, IBM, 
and Hillary for America.  At HKS, Matthew focuses 
on framing new opportunities and vocabularies 
for shared value, public-private partnerships, 
corporate social responsibility/sustainability and 
citizen engagement.

Co-VP of HBS Relations: Amrita Vir

Amrita is a second-year MPP / 
MBA joint degree student with 
Harvard Kennedy School and 
Harvard Business School. She is 
from Houston, Texas and attended 
Southern Methodist University, 

where she received a BBA in Finance and Minors 
in Economics, International Studies, and Chinese. 
During college, she founded a microfinance non-
profit to support underserved Dallas entrepreneurs, 
and after graduation, she worked in energy 
consulting at Booz & Co. in Dallas and Houston. 
Amrita is interested in harnessing the public and 
private sectors to facilitate financial empowerment. 
When she is not reading cases or writing policy 
memos, Amrita also enjoys power yoga, cooking, 
and seeing live music.

Co-VP of HBS Relations: Kaitlin 
Klaustermeier

Kaitlin is a first year MPP / MBA 
joint degree student with Harvard 
Kennedy School and Harvard 
Business School. She is originally 
from Boyceville, Wisconsin and 

attended the University of Minnesota, receiving 
a B.S. in Business (majoring in Management 
Information Systems and minoring in Finance). 
After graduation Kaitlin worked for The Boston 
Consulting Group in Chicago and also spent time 
in Seattle at the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, 
where she worked on their Primary Healthcare 
Strategy. Kaitlin is interested in the intersection 
of K-12 education, government policy and private 
education companies, specifically in how to best 
support rural communities in the United States and 
around the world. When she is not studying Kaitlin 
enjoys playing basketball, rollerblading, watching 
the Green Bay Packers and playing board games.
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EXECUTIVE BOARD –TOPICAL COMMITTEES

VP of SECON Relations: Jen 
Smith

Jen Smith is a second year Public 
Policy student at HKS.  She grew up 
on a cattle ranch in rural Oklahoma. 
She joined the Teach for America 
teaching 8th grade English and 

worked as an instructional coach and Director 
of Teacher Leadership in Texas and Oklahoma. 
At HKS, Jen focuses on experiential learning 
and using behavioral insights to improve team 
performance.  Over the summer, she worked on 
social impact consulting at Deloitte. She can often 
be found in the kitchen with friends and wine. 

Economic Development 
Committee, Co-Chair: Christoph 
Nedopil

Christoph, a second-year MPA2 
student, was born and raised in 
Bavaria, Southern part of Germany. 
He has a degree in mechanical 

engineering and received his PhD in institutional 
development in emerging economies. Prior to HKS, 
he founded two companies in Germany; one based 
in Berlin that helps companies adjust their product 
strategy for ageing consumer groups, the other, to 
develop an application for taxi sharing. Christoph 
has also been a consultant at the IFC for the past 
8 years and has worked on corporate governance 
and board issues in Africa, Asia, Europe and the 
Americas. In his spare time, Christoph enjoys 
doing sports, playing classical music, cooking, 
making good espresso and meeting new people! 
As the chair of the Economic Development 
Committee, he plans to highlight the relevance of 
entrepreneurship for economic development.

Economic Development 
Committee, Co-Chair: Ali Nadeem

Ali Nadeem spent a the last few 
years in the public and the non-
profit sectors. In Toronto, he worked 
in education policy; on initiatives to 
increase access for post secondary 

education in the province of Ontario, and also 
financial product regulations before coming to 
HKS. Prior to that, he co-authored Ontario's first 
ever economic and environmental impact analysis 
study on electric vehicle industry in the province. 
He also worked in economic development and 
sector strategy for the province of Nova Scotia, 
Canada, to create economic development 
opportunities in niche industry areas such as 
information, communication, technology (ICT), and 
clean technology. Additionally, Ali has worked as 
an independent researcher and an analyst, worked 
for a think tank, and also put in some time in 
banking and asset management. 

Fintech Committee, Chair: 
Snigdha Kumar

Snigdha was a management 
consultant for Dalberg in Asia and 
has worked extensively in energy 
and financial services access for 
low-income communities. Her 

passion lies in expanding access to formal financial 
institutions by leveraging financial technology 
(fintech). Snigdha worked on designing digital 
payment solutions for low-income merchants 
in Indonesia in collaboration with a Telecom 
company. She has also evaluated the small holder 
farmer's financial needs in Sub Saharan Africa 
for the Gates Foundation. Most recently, she was 
involved in setting up a large scale public-private 
partnership to expand digital payments for low-
income populations in India in collaboration with 
USAID and Ministry of Finance. Additionally, she 
has worked on designing a credit linked digital 
payment product for small grocery store owner 
in India in collaboration with a top India FMCG. 
Snigdha chairs HKS's first 'fintech for social impact' 
committee.
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EXECUTIVE BOARD – TOPICAL COMMITTEES

Government Relations 
Committee, Chair: Malini Bose

Before joining the MPP program at 
HKS, Malini Bose was an Associate 
in the India practice of the Albright 
Stonebridge Group in New Delhi, 
where she helped multinational 

corporations and non-governmental organizations 
assess government policy, identify opportunities 
for investment and expansion, collaborate with 
the government, and advocate for reform. She 
has worked with organizations across sectors like 
healthcare, agribusiness, fertilizers, sanitation, 
telecommunications, and logistics through politico-
economic research and analysis, and systematic 
engagement with stakeholders in the highest 
echelons of business, the government, and the 
social sector. Malini is eager to gain and facilitate a 
better understanding of how to create value at this 
trisector intersection by chairing the Government 
Relations committee.

Impact Investing Committee, Co-
Chair: Emma Morse

Emma is a second-year Master of 
Public Policy student at the Harvard 
Kennedy School. Prior to starting 
at HKS, she worked in monitoring 
and evaluation for Pathfinder 

International, an international NGO working to 
strengthen access to reproductive health services 
globally, and as a Fulbright Research Fellow based 
in Tanzania. She spent the past summer in Nairobi, 
Kenya working for Sanergy, an innovative social 
enterprise, to develop a strategy for expanding 
access to high-quality sanitation for residents of 
the city’s informal settlements. At HKS, Emma is 
particularly interested in exploring how the private 
sector can be effectively leveraged to promote 
sustainable development. Besides nerding out 
over innovative development approaches, she 
enjoys competing in the occasional triathlon, 
scouring Boston and Cambridge in search of good 
coffee, and dabbling in vegetarian cooking. She 
is thrilled to be co-chairing the Social Enterprise / 
Impact Investing Committee and looks forward to 

connecting with others who are passionate about 
market-based approaches to development. 

Impact Investing Committee, Co-
Chair: Ivan Rahman

A native of the Bronx, Ivan brings 
with him five years of professional 
experience. He has worked as 
a community organizer, a Coro 
Fellow, a teacher, a nonprofit 

executive, a data analyst, and a strategy consultant. 
His interests lie at the sweet spot between 
education, innovation, and government. In his 
spare time, he eats anything in sight. Ivan is thrilled 
to serve the HKS community as the Co-Chair of the 
Impact Investing Committee.

Political Risk Committee, Chair: 
Ben Yunmo Wang

Before coming to HKS, Ben was 
a China analyst at Eurasia Group, 
the world's leading political 
risk research and consulting 
company. He advised Fortune 

500 companies and major financial institutions on 
navigating Chinese politics and economic policy, 
reporting to Dr. Evan Medeiros, former Senior Asia 
Director in President Obama's National Security 
Council. His projects included technology, finance, 
healthcare, energy, social policy, and fiscal policy. 
Ben also had short stints with Control Risks, another 
top political risk consultancy, and JD.com, China's 
largest direct online retailer. He is excited to create 
the Political Risk Committee at HKS, and looks 
forward to introducing the industry and connecting 
with those interested.
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Public-Private Partnership 
Committee, Co-Chair: Hamada 
Zahawi

Hamada Zahawi is an Iraqi-
American, former International 
Attorney-Advisor with the 
Commercial Law Development 

Program (CLDP) in the U.S. Department of 
Commerce. Hamada was assigned to primarily 
work on commercial legal reform, private 
sector growth, and economic development in 
Iraq, Afghanistan, and countries in the Arabian 
Peninsula, including Bahrain, KSA, Kuwait, Qatar, 
Yemen and the UAE. Prior to joining the US 
Government, Hamada was in private practice with a 
focus on Project Finance, International Commercial 
Law, and Islamic/Middle East Finance. Hamada has 
a J.D. from the University of California-Berkeley 
Law, a Masters (MPhil) in International Relations 
from the University of Cambridge, and a B.A. 
from UCLA. Hamada is excited to co-chair the PPP 
committee as part of the B&G PIC given his long-
term interests in the PPP space, especially in the 
Middle East.

Public-Private Partnership 
Committee, Co-Chair: Diogo Faria

Diogo works with financial and 
economic modeling of Public-
Private-Partnerships (PPP) in 
Brazil, and in the past nine years 

he was involved in investments that represented 
US$10+ billion (mainly in the power sector, but 
also in water, sewage and urban mobility). His 
experiences crossed Ernst & Young, UNESCO, 
LMDM (a boutique consulting company that serves 
both government and private sector) and Fundação 
Getúlio Vargas – FGV (business school). Diogo is a 
mechanical engineer, with a M.Sc. and a Ph.D. in 
Power Systems. At Harvard Kennedy School, Diogo 
is a Mid-Career Master in Public Administration 
Candidate, co-chairing both the Infrastructure & 
PPP Committee at the Business & Government PIC 
and the Brazilian Caucus.

Shared Value, Social Innovation, 
and Corporate Social 
Responsibility Committee, Co-
Chair: Sabine Prinz 

A second-year MPA student, 
Sabine has led corporate social 
responsibility and financial 

development functions across her career. A 
graduate of the University of Vienna and the 
College d’Europe, her work has taken her from the 
International Finance Corporation and Sustainable 
Harvest Coffee Importers to  the Inter-American 
Development Bank. Most recently Sabine served as 
a summer fellow at Nestle Nespresso in CSR.

Shared Value, Social Innovation, 
and Corporate Social 
Responsibility Committee, Co-
Chair: Henning Ringholz

Henning is passionate about the 
power of business to do good. He 
has worked for nearly a decade 

in global development, working with corporates, 
small businesses and social enterprises. Henning 
is a founder and co-chair of the Irish shared value 
network, and co-creator of the INGO impact 
investment network. He has more than 20 years’ 
experience in business and regional development, 
having worked as a strategy consultant, 
entrepreneur and businessman. 

Sustainability Committee, Chair: Alberto Rincon
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As an engineer and Chicago native, 
Alberto's work has spanned across 
industry sectors from vehicle 
hybridization to social enterprise 
and community organizing. His 
work in social enterprise consisted 
of co-founding an urban agriculture 
firm focused on issues of food 
access and sustainability. As an 

organizer, he coordinated a group that successfully 
advocated for the removal of a locally-stored 
industrial product with serious public health and 
environmental consequences. Now at HKS, he 
focuses on sustainable economic policy, urban 
innovation, economic development, and public 
leadership as a current Center for Public Leadership 
Fellow. He is excited to work with the B&G PIC and 
looks forward to the year ahead. 

Regulations Committee, Chair: Jack Pead

Jack hails from Melbourne, 
Australia. He studied Economics 
and Finance in college during the 
global financial crisis, sparking 
his interest in the economics of 
financial markets and regulatory 
policy. Prior to coming to HKS, his 
experience was primarily in the 
private sector, having spent four 

years working for the corporate advisory firm, 

Lazard, across Australia and the Middle East. At 
Lazard, he undertook numerous advisory projects 
with government departments in Australia, Saudi 
Arabia, Qatar and Egypt as well as engagements 
with private firms. His other interests include 
humanitarian issues and climate policy. Jack 
has attended UNFCCC negotiations to promote 
innovative financing mechanisms for climate 
change mitigation and adaptation.

Technology and Innovation 
Committee, Chair: Maroof Syed

Maroof Syed has 19+ years of 
entrepreneurship, executive 
management and global 
investment experience. He is on 
the Board of Directors of Pakistan 
Innovation Foundation (PIF) and 

SAWAYRA, a non-profit focused on distributed 
energy solutions for underserved communities. 
Previously, Maroof was the co-Founder and 
Partner at Karnybo Group responsible for driving 
global investment strategy in Pre-IPO technology 
companies. Prior to that, he served as Senior 
Director of Engineering at Broadcom Corporation 
driving regional product adoption, revenue  growth 
and business development. Maroof is currently a 
2017 MC/MPA candidate at the Harvard Kennedy 
School (HKS) and an Associate at the Benazir 
Bhutto Leadership Program.
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FINANCIAL
INCLUSION 
WEEK
A new, expansive event 
partnership with Accion.

DAVOS
DEBRIEF

Inviting the Harvard 
community to convene 

in a moment of dramat-
ic change.

ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT
Groundbreaking 
conversations around 
leadership in tri-sector 
contexts.
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B&GPIC EXPENSE REPORT – MOSSAVAR-RAHMANI CENTER FOR BUSINESS & GOVERNMENT
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B&GPIC FINANCIAL REPORT AY16-17

CHAIRS: CHRISTOPHER JAN, MASTER IN PUBLIC POLICY '18, AND KATHARINE 
BODNAR, MASTER IN PUBLIC POLICY-MBA '19
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The Business & Government Professional Interest Council serves as the dynamic 
forum for HKS students and fellows interested in the thought-leadership, 
partnerships, careers and innovations at the intersection of business and 
government. For more information and to follow the B&G PIC, visit:

https://www.hks.harvard.edu/centers/mrcbg/students/bgpic

ABOUT THE B&GPIC

@BUSINESSANDGOV




