
DANIELE CESANO             (reviewed: 1st of March, 2016) 
Address: Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. Tel: +55.21.96674.5749. E-mail: daniele.cesano@gmail.com 
LANGUAGES 
Italian (mothertongue), Portuguese (fluent - written and spoken), English (fluent - written and spoken), Spanish (good - both written and spoken), 
Swedish (basic - spoken), French (basic – spoken) 
SPECIALIZATION 
My expertise: design and implementation of technological projects with focus on agriculture and clean technologies; policy analysis and policy 
planning related to climate change adaptation and mitigation; development and implementation of business plans especially related to food sector 
(farm and agroindustry); fund raising; project management in multidisciplinary teams; project development; financing methods; team management. 
Technical expertise: climate change adaptation strategies and technologies for small/medium farming; management and use of water resources; 
integrated agricultural production systems; reforestation with PES (Payment for Environmental Services); carbon credit market; adaptation and 
mitigation to climate change, renewable energy in general with focus on the market for biofuels; project development; project management of  
multidisciplinary teams 
EDUCATION 
07-08 Fellowship in Sustainability Science, Harvard Kennedy School, Harvard University, Cambridge, USA. 
96-01 Ph.D. in Earth and Water Resources Engineering, Royal Institute of Technology, Stockholm, Sweden 
94-96 M. Sc. in Environmental Eng. and Sustainable Infrastr., Royal Institute of Technology, Stockholm, Sweden  
90-94 University degree (Laurea) in Environmental Engineering, Technical University of Turin, Turin, Italy 
CURRENT AND PAST POSITIONS 
10/08-pres. Onda Verde Consulting, Managing Director, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil  
Since 2008, Onda Verde has been responsible for the Technical Coordination of the Adapta Sertao project (www.adaptasertao.net), a public-private 
partnership that is developing and implementing a climate smart agricultural production system for small and medium family farmers living in semi-arid  
Brazil. Onda Verde has been responsible to develop and implement business plans related to milk, meat and fruit production line; development of 
training materials in organic farming; implementation of 150 agro ecological projects; coordinating the training of 300 farmers and 30 technicians in 
organic production; responsible for implementation of all technical activities of the project; managing institutional partnerships; coordinating the 
technical effort aimed at developing the climate smart agricultural  production system MAIS (Modulo Agroclimatico Inteligente e Sustentavel), having 
forest conservation and restoration in a silvipastorial setting and land and water resource conservation as key activities; coordination of the technical 
team (15 people). Responsible for fundraising and managing all technical aspects related to project implementation, approx. U.S. $ 10 Million from 
several sources: Cariplo Foundation; UBA; Climate Fund / MMA; Itaú Social Foundation; CNPq; SEPLAN / BA; SEAGRI / BA; FNMA / MMA; CAR / 
Ba); IDB; SENAR . The project includes the following components: 

− Technical coordinator: Negotiating the technical assistance support from the SENAR rural extension service to guarantee technical 
assistance to the 800 farmers engaged in the project  and definition of the collaboration modality with the project (USD$ 1 million) 

− Technical coordinator: Developing and launching a local working capital fund to capitalize the local farmers cooperatives (USD$ 120k) 
− Technical coordinator: Negotiating the preferential credit lines aimed at strengthening the local agricultural value chain (USD$ 3 million) 
− Technical coordinator: Implementation of up to 800 climate smart agricultural systems. The IDB/Bahia Government joint project develops an 

innovative financing mechanism for the farmers’ cooperatives directly linked to the Adapta Sertao network to implement a climate smart 
agricultural systems that can be funded through current financing mechanisms. (Total project: USD$ 3 million). 

− Technical coordinator: revision, development and implementation of business plans for the milk, meat, fruit and vegetable production in the 
Bacia do Jacuipe, Bahia, with an overall potential of generating USD$ 3 million/year  

− Technical Coordinator: research and development of a production model to improve the resilience of family farmers of semi arid Brazil to 
climate change. Project carried out together with Embrapa Semi Arid (CNPq; USD$ 150,000) 

− Technical Coordinator: implementation of 50 irrigation systems for organic production in semi arid Brazil, Jacuipe county, Bahia state 
(German government / UBA; USD $ 1.1 M) 

− Technical Coordinator: Implementation of 100 projects to increase the yield of family farmers living in semi arid Brazil, Jacuipe county, Bahia 
state (Climate Fund / MMA Brazil, USD $ 1.2 M) 

− Technical Coordinator: creation of 4 technology retailer within the Basin Jacuipe, Bahia (Climate Fund / MMA Brazil, USD $ 200k) 
− Needs identification and fundraising for "Adapta Sertão go to school" project (school yard in the town of Painted) (Fundação Itaú; USD $ 

70,000) 
− Board of Director and Fund Manager: revolving fund "Adapta Sertao" in partnership with the bank SICOOB (fund value: U.S. $ 120,000) 
− Technical and Financial Consultant: fundraising, design and implementation of the business plan for animal feed units of 4 ton / day (U.S. $ 

500,000) 
− Technical and Financial Consultant: fundraising, technical planning, development, fundraising, technical design and implementation of a fruit 

pulp processing units (50 tons / month) in the city of Pintadas, Bahia (CAR Financing / Bahia and FNMA / MA: USD $ 600,000) 
Other relevant projects: 
o Adapta Mata Atlantic: fundraising USD$ 1.1 million for the development of a “Payment for Environmental Services” in the municipality of 

Petropolis, focusing on the reforestation of 60 Hectares of land 
o Technical Coordination: Planning and implementing of a milk processing units (5,000 liters / day) in the municipality of Pintadas, Bahia (in 

negotiation, USD $ 1m) 
o Technical Consultant: Cooperbio cooperative, Rio Grande do Sul, financial assessment for the installation of 3 small ethanol plants 
o Technical Consultant: Planning for the development project of 1000 hectares of Jatropha oil production back to biodiesel, Janauba / MG 
o ELLA/Evidence and Lessons from Latin America. Systematization of Latin America’s development experience. Contractor: DFID 
o Biofuel sustainability in Brazil. Data gathering for biofuel sustainability assessments. Contractor: USAID 
o Sustainabilie Biofuel Inventory. Constructing a database for monitoring the sustainability of Brazilian biofuels. Contractor: USAID 
9/07 – 9/08 Research Fellow, Harvard Kennedy School, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA. Web: www.hks.harvard.edu/centers/cid  

o Research topic: “Biofuel and rural development”. Analyzing the viability of the Brazilian biodiesel program and the feasibility of small scale 
ethanol distilleries as rural development policies  

09/06-09/07  Founder and Managing Partner, CO2nnect. Web-address: www.co2nnect.com 
o Capacity building on carbon markets and hedging strategies for SMEs for Italian industrial sector associations 
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o Project development, feasibility analysis and financial intermediation on a variety of biofuel projects: 
− General investment study for the acquisition of Diamante Distillery in the Diamantina municipality, Minas Gerais. Contractor: REG/CIR 

group, Italy 
− Feasibility study for the construction of 1 MW biomass central heating plant in the municipality of Mugello, Tuscany. Contractor: Mugello 

Municipality  
−  Feasibility analysis to import of 30,000 tons/year wood pellet from Brazil to fuel the 15 Mw Olevano Lomellina biomass plant. Contractor: 

Maire Engineering-Tecnimont (ex FIAT Engineering) 
− Analysis of carbon credit generation from the recycling of sugar cane bagasse for pellet production in the state of Sao Paulo, Brazil. 

Contractor: Brazpellet Group  
− Feasibility analysis for large scale (10,000 hectares) investment in Jatropha oil production in Minas Gerais, Brazil. Contractor: EAS, Italy  
− Feasibility analysis for the construction of a pellet production plant in Ghana (independently financed project) 

06/04- 09/07 Capacity Building Coordinator,  REDEH/SouthSouthNorth, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil . www.southsouthnorth.org; www.redeh.org.br 
o Development of capacity building material to implement climate change adaptation and mitigation projects in 6 countries of Latin America, Africa 

and Asia 
o Implementing five drip irrigation projects in the municipality of Pintadas, semi arid region of Bahia, Brazil, as a climate change adaptation strategy 
2/05-01/06  Climate Change and Renewable Energy Specialist, Ambiente Italia, Milan, Italy. Web-address: www.ambienteitalia.it 
o Participation on several joint projects to review EU and Italian renewable energy and energy efficiency policies on behalf of Italian environmental 

NGOs  
o Writing of EU projects/4th Framework Program/Renewable Energy 
o Participating in the energy planning and energy resource assessment for the municipality of Bologna 
6/04 – 01/05 Interim Head of Strategic Partnerships and External Relations, AzzeroCO2, Milan, Italy.  Web-address: www.azzeroco2.it 
o Building partnerships with different private and public institutions on carbon offsets: Castorama; Ecomondo 
o Definition and closure of carbon offsets contracts 
3/01–4/03 Environmental Specialist, ARUP, New York, USA. Web-address: www.arup.com 
o Feasibility studies and sustainability analysis of green buildings and large scale infrastructures (water and energy) 
o Identification and evaluation of green building strategies (energy/water efficiency and sustainable materials) for LEED certification in buildings 
o Focal point for the Sustainable Project Appraisal Routine (SPeAR) in the NY office 
o Creating and managing a database of sustainable products and services  for the NY Office 
3/98-6/98      Environmental Consultant, SUWAR project, Managua, Nicaragua. 
o Creating groundwater vulnerability maps of the Managua aquifer for the National Environmental Protection Code; 
o Training engineers in a Geographic Information System (Idrisi, ArchView). 
9/94-3/95 Hydrogeological Consultant (Internship), Mineconsult Consulting, Sweden.  
o Overview study of the geological and hydrogeological features at the Ormen tunnel, Stockholm, Sweden. 

ACADEMIC POSITIONS 
9/07 – 9/08 Research Fellow, Harvard Kennedy School, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA. Web: www.hks.harvard.edu/centers/cid  

• Research topic: “Biofuel and rural development”. Analyzing the viability of the Brazilian biodiesel program and the feasibility of small 
scale ethanol distilleries as rural development policies  

9/01 – 9/03 Adjunct Professor, Dept. of Civil Eng. and Eng. Mechanics, Columbia University, New York. Web:  www.civil.columbia.edu 
• Teaching two MSc courses: “Wastewater treatment” and “Environmental Engineering”.  

2/01-2/02 Lecturer, Department of Architecture, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia.  
• Teaching the course “Sustainability”. 

6/99-9/01 Research Associate, Dept. of Civil Eng. and Eng. Mechanics, Columbia University, New York.  Web:  www.civil.columbia.edu 
• Assessment study on dripping into the High Level Nuclear Radioactive Waste Repository of Yucca Mountain, Northern Nevada. 

Project sponsor: US NRC (US Nuclear Regulatory Commission) 
• Development of a mathematical model for groundwater flow in desert areas and unsaturated rocks.  

6/98-2/99    Assistant Project Manager, Div. of Land and Water Res., Royal Inst. of Technology, Stockholm, Sweden. Web-address: www.kth.se  
• Organizing logistics for Master Course TRUE (Training for Underground Environment); 
• Developing of the teaching toolkit 

PROFESSIONAL COLLABORATIONS 
2008 Advisor, SEQUESCO, San Francisco, California. Web: www.sequesco.com. Strategic and technical advisor for the development of 

second generation biofuel technologies (CO2 sequestration for the production of biofuel feedstock)  
2007 Member of Planning Committee, ICSU 75th Anniversary Conference, Intern. Council for Science (ICSU), Paris. Web:  www.icsu.org.   

• Member of the ICSU 75th Anniversary Conference Planning Committee 
2003 Chairman, Strategic Program, LEAD International, London. Web-address: www.lead.org   

• Chairing the strategic program at the Hythe meeting, September 2003 
2003  Renewable Energy Advisor, Green Power International, London. Web-address: www.greenpowerconferences.com 

• Advising on the general start-up strategy  
2003 Chairman, Working Group on Education and Awareness Raising, Full Party Meeting, Foreign and Commonwealth Office, London. 
 REEEP is a Type II partnership initiative launched at the WSSD in Johannesburg, September 2002. Web-address:  www.reeep.org.  

• Chairing the full-party meeting working group on Education and Awareness Raising 
1999-2002 Technical Reviewer, Water Resources Research. 

• Review of papers related to water resources and engineering 

AWARDS 
2013 – Celso Furtado Prize, Ministry of National Integration, Brazil for the contribution of “bringing practical and theoretical insights on the 

development of the semiarid region of Brazil”  
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2007/08- Giorgio Ruffolo Fellow in Sustainability Science, Center for Int. Develop., Kennedy School of Governm., Harvard University, USA. 
2002       Fellow, Kinship Conservation Institute, Public Economy Research Center, Montana State University, Bozeman, Montana.  
1999/01  Fellow, Leadership for Environment and Development (LEAD), London, UK.  

SHORT COURSES 
02/05 Emissions trading directive and requirements (short course), ERM and Kyoto Club, Milan, Italy 
02/05 Project financing for energy projects (short course), LRA, Milan, Italy 
04/04 Decentralized renewable energy systems (1 month course), Politecninco di Milano, Milan, Italy 
6/03 Installation of PV systems (short course), Farmingdale State University, New York, USA. 
4/02-8/02 Member, Global Environmental Mechanism (GEM), Commission on Globalization, Yale University, CT, USA.  
7/00 International negotiation (short course), Ginevra, Switzerland. 
10/99 Team management and co-ordination (short course), Bonn, Germany. 

SKILLS 
Languages: Italian (fluent); Portuguese (fluent); Swedish (fair); Spanish (fair); French (basic) 
Countries: worked in USA, Brazil, Italy, Sweden, Nicaragua. 
Analytical: command of statistical tools; general cash flow analysis; cost-benefit analysis. 
Technical skills: capacity to understand the technical aspects of energy and water systems; CO2 markets; energy markets 
Computer skills: Microsoft Office; graphic design applications; statistical softwares 
Publication: published several reports, journal and magazine articles on energy, water and sustainable development 
Hobbies: surfing, water sports in general, meditation, books, travel 
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