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What Does a Healthy City Look Like?
Reflections from the Grassroots

by Bill Walczak
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In some cases,
government
seemed to adopt
the same method
for urban
development as
for fighting in the
Vietnam War —
you need to
destroy the village
to save it
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4 Rappaport Public Service Lecture

The Action Agenda
was the major
factor in decisions
by government and
private foundations
to invest. Here was
a community that
knew where it was
going
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5What Does a Healthy City Look Like?

Access to primary
care have improved
from less than 50
percent to over 85
percent. Perhaps most
significantly, the
residents of nearly
every ethnic and racial
group imaginable live
in relative peace
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6 Rappaport Public Service Lecture

Government
needs to work
with communities
that have mature
and stable
leadership and a
good and clear
vision
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7What Does a Healthy City Look Like?

The health centers
of Boston are a $300
million industry with
5,000 employees.
When the Boeing
Corporation was
looking to relocate
its corporate
headquarters with
400 employees,
several cities fell
over themselves
offering millions in
benefits
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8 Rappaport Public Service Lecture

Civics needs to be
integrated in
everything we do.
Too often, service
providers see the
political process as
antithetical to what
they do
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Planting trees
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9What Does a Healthy City Look Like?
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