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HARVARD KENNEDY SCHOOL

Creating Justice in Real Time: Vision, Strategies and Campaigns (UPDATED)
MLD 375

Cornell Brooks

2026 Spring

MW 3:00pm - 4:15pm

Wexner 332

“To truly advocate for a beautifully just world that does not yet exist is to commit an act of radical
imagination. Justice is only within our grasp when ushered in from a distant horizon of possibility---
through study, imagination, and effort.”

~Cornell William Brooks

Many on the front lines of social justice fundamentally confront three issues that represent
intersectional challenges demanding interdisciplinary public policy responses. Accordingly, this course
takes up three themes: reparations, voting rights and criminal/legal reform or transformation. These
three social justice challenges are often cited as the crumbling pillars propping up white supremacy and
so many intersecting inequities. For generations, these racial challenges have obscured what is
possible. The projects of this social justice clinical represent the discrete public policy challenges
identified by the multiple organizations and/or mayors on reparatory justice, voting rights, and criminal
legal reform/transformation. These organizations and affected communities undertake this work in a
moment of unprecedented activism and advocacy, for which many of our forebears yearned. This class
is about rigorously exploring public policy and advocacy in service of justice through study and
imagination. Working with the William Monroe Trotter Collaborative for Social Justice, municipal
governments, as well as national/state advocacy organizations, a select cohort of students will work to
address current injustices in real time—with a focus on what is demonstrably effective. Students will
develop visions, strategies, and campaigns as well as legislative, policy, best practice, organizing,
communication, and moral framing strategies to address injustices related to voting rights, reparations,
and criminal legal reform. Students will employ advocacy principles such as moral ambition,
perfect/imperfect victims, concentric/consecutive coalitions, and using scholarship as an organizing tool.
Angela Davis, the activist, philosopher, and academic, reminds us that, “sometimes we have to do the
work even though we don't yet see a glimmer on the horizon that it's actually going to be possible.”
Those on the front lines of social justice fundamentally confront three issues that represent


https://www.hks.harvard.edu/centers/wiener/programs/criminaljustice
https://courses.my.harvard.edu/

intersectional challenges demanding an interdisciplinary response. Accordingly, this course is divided
into three topics: reparations, voting rights and criminal/legal reform. These three social justice
challenges represent the crumbling pillars propping up white supremacy and so many intersecting
inequities. For generations, these racial challenges have obscured what is possible. And yet we do this
work with the understanding that this moment of unprecedented activism and advocacy is one for which
many of our forebears yearned.

This is an application-based course. Interested students should fill out the google form at this link.

We strongly encourage you to apply by the early application deadline of January 16, 2026, at 11:59 pm
EST, to provide an opportunity for the teaching team to review your application in advance of Course
Preview Days. The final application deadline is 9:00 am EST on January 23, 2026. Due to the large
number of applications and the dates of Course Preview Days, we will notify students January 23, 2026,
by 5:00 pm EST regarding acceptance to the course.

Please reach out to Siri Hollowitch (shollowitch@hks.harvard.edu) with any questions.

Cybersecurity: Technology, Policy, and Law
IGA 236

Simson Garfinkel

2026 Spring

MW 9:00am - 10:15am

Belfer 200 Starr Auditorium

Cybersecurity is now a primary concern of governments, NGOs, corporations and ordinary citizens.
Criminals wielding ransomware have shut down pipelines, airports and hospitals. Governments have
hacked cellphones of journalists and protesters. Academics have shown how to wirelessly take over a car
and force it off the road. And dozens of organizations are collecting your personal data. Cybersecurity is
complex, touching upon personal freedom, public safety, corporate behavior, international relations, and
war. This course explores that interplay. Designed for those who have no background in computer
science, this course divides cybersecurity into three sections: data, code and computation. For data, this
course covers the basics of data protection (through encryption, digital signatures and privacy
regulations) and data attacks (including surveillance, doxing, and deep fakes). For code, we explore what
software actually is, how programs are specified and certified, and unexpected behavior (including bugs,
backdoors and malware). Finally, we'll explore the world of computation (including the cloud, computing
on the edge with Internet of Things, and Al). Cybersecurity is international, and this course will study
cases from the US, Europe, China and Latin America. Students will help us achieve global reach by
analyzing, discussing and presenting these complex topics in a variety of formats, including posters,
presentations and short videos.


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdFDQZzdH1iZcXnJ3oySOcu80G2IiYOL8ZWSgmbTuMfsR5pAg/viewform
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The Myths of Public Safety: Race, Inequality, and the U.S. Criminal Legal System

(UPDATED)

SUP 745

Sandra Susan Smith

2026 Spring

T Th 9:00am - 10:15am
Belfer 200 Starr Auditorium

During this course, we will interrogate the myths that justify and sustain the U.S. criminal legal system
and that shape dominant discourses of 'public safety.' From policing to reentry, we will examine how
institutions reproduce racial inequities while claiming to reduce crime and protect communities. Drawing
on critical theory, sociology, criminology, political science, legal studies, and abolitionist thought, we will
ask the following: Who benefits from these myths? What do they obscure? And how do they structure
policy, practice, and everyday life? Students will analyze theoretical frameworks alongside empirical
research, assess the limits of reformist approaches, and explore survivor-centered and abolitionist
alternatives that seek to generate genuine safety and equity.

Policing, Citizenship, and Inequality in Comparative Perspective
DPI 555

Yanilda Gonzalez

2026 Spring

TTh12:00pm - 1:15pm

Rubenstein 306

(Previously offered as SUP-710) Police provide an essential service for citizens — security and protection —
without which the exercise of all other rights becomes heavily constrained. Police institutions are also
the primary entity of the state with which most citizens come into direct contact. In practice, however,
governments throughout the Americas (and beyond) have long struggled to organize police institutions
such that they address societal demands for security, and that the deployment of coercion against
citizens is applied equitably and constrained by law and external accountability. From Sao Paulo and
Johannesburg to Chicago and Baltimore, police forces engage in widespread extrajudicial killings and
torture that largely target marginalized sectors of society, including Afro-descendants, the poor, and
those living in the urban periphery. At the same time, these groups are also underserved by their police
—and the state — leaving them vulnerable to high rates of crime and violence. Through comparative
analysis of police institutions in Latin America, the United States, and other regions, this course probes
the ways in which police institutions shape the lived experiences of individuals and communities, and
how police may help reproduce existing social inequalities.



FACULTY OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

Abolition, Then and Now
AFRAMER 179X

Andrew Crespo & Walter Johnson
2026 Spring

M 3:45pm - 5:45pm

The modern American prison abolition movement consciously evokes the nineteenth century movement
to abolish slavery. The institutions each movement sought to end chattel slavery and the contemporary
carceral state are also directly linked, by intersecting lineages and genealogies, and by the text of the
Thirteenth Amendment, which outlawed slavery except as a punishment for crime and thus preserved
the legality of American slavery to this day, within prisons. This course examines these linkages between
institutions of coercive state power and between the movements that oppose them and seek to build
different social systems, norms, and structures in their wake.

Note: This offering is cross-listed with HLS as HLS 3385.

Gender, Race, and Violence in Country Music
TDM 197CM

Katelyn Hearfield

2026 Spring

1/26/2026 to 4/29/2026

W 12:00pm - 2:45pm

In this course, students will confront how themes of violence and gender inequality have shaped the
politics and aesthetics of country music, from its origins in the early 20th century to its broad
contemporary popularization. From murder ballads—a subgenre normalizing violence against women—
to recent declarations of political ideology, the genre has undergone a shift in what is considered
acceptable for radio play. Since the 1980s, women artists including the Chicks, Martina McBride, and
Reba McEntire have addressed issues of domestic violence in their music, paving the way for the graphic
revenge fantasies of twenty-first century artists like Carrie Underwood, Miranda Lambert, and Taylor
Swift. In this course, we will confront audiences’ often violent responses to non-white and non-male
artists (from Beyoncé and Lil Nas X to Chappell Roan and Orville Peck), examining how this discrimination
shapes the genre and industry. On the other hand, how do media narratives surrounding country music’s
audience demographics impact how it is perceived, even for women and non-white artists? We will also
discuss how artists emphasize themes of gendered violence in music videos and deploy humor as a
means to make such messages more palatable. Students will consider how country music’s depictions of
gendered violence have influenced and reflected real-world issues.

Course Notes: No prior knowledge or experience is required for this course.



HARVARD LAW SCHOOL

Abolition, Then and Now
HLS 3385

Andrew Crespo & Walter Johnson
2026 Spring

M 3:45pm - 5:45pm

The modern American prison abolition movement consciously evokes the nineteenth century movement
to abolish slavery. The institutions each movement sought to end chattel slavery and the contemporary
carceral state are also directly linked, by intersecting lineages and genealogies, and by the text of the
Thirteenth Amendment, which outlawed slavery except as a punishment for crime and thus preserved
the legality of American slavery to this day, within prisons. This course examines these linkages between
institutions of coercive state power and between the movements that oppose them and seek to build
different social systems, norms, and structures in their wake.

Note: This offering is cross-listed with FAS as AFRAMER 179X.

Access to Justice Lab
HLS 2581

Daniel Greiner

2026 Spring

Th 6:00pm - 8:00pm

This course will provide an opportunity for students interested in access to civil justice and/or criminal
justice administration at the trial court level to work on independent research projects in a collaborative,
interactive setting. Students will select one or more topics of interest to explore during the semester; we
will meet each week to discuss one another’s research, and to brainstorm new topics. In lieu of a long
final paper or short weekly response papers, students will instead contribute three substantive posts to
the Access to Justice Lab’s blog. Participants will also participate in online discussions and debates about
other blog entries.

Criminal Procedure: Adjudication
HLS 2049

Adriaan Lanni

2026 Spring

Th F 10:15am - 12:15pm

The subject of this course is the criminal process "from bail to jail." We will address some of the main
constitutional and policy issues that arise about the structure of this process, including the right to
counsel, the influence of prosecutorial discretion, the institution of plea bargaining, the role of the jury,
and the choice of sentencing procedures. We will also address some important issues about the
outcomes produced by this process, including the problem of wrongful convictions (innocence) and
disparate racial and class impacts.



Criminal Procedure: Investigations
HLS 2050

Alex Whiting

2026 Spring

MTW 10:15am - 11:35am

This course will examine the operation of the Fourth, Fifth, and to a lesser extent, the Sixth Amendments
to the U.S. Constitution. We will discuss, among other topics, warrants, search and seizure, the
exclusionary rule, and the right against self incrimination.

The Effects of Mass Incarceration: Experiences of Prison and Parole
HLS 2624

Dehlia Umunna

2026 Spring

M 3:45pm - 5:45pm

More than 8 million Americans are under "correctional supervision" in the United States, which
incarcerates people at a rate drastically out of proportion with its population compared with the rest of
the world. The yearly US cost of incarceration is over $80 billion per year. There are major debates on
incarceration issues swirling in the general public and in the legal community ranging from the morality
and efficacy of solitary confinement to the effects of prison overcrowding to the proper administration of
parole to the appropriateness of life sentences without parole for a variety of populations and crimes.
The effects of incarceration fall disproportionately on communities of color and perpetuate the cycle of
poverty. Through a combination of practical experiences and written texts, students will examine the
experience and effects of incarceration and parole locally, nationally, and internationally. Experiences in
the seminar will include touring local prisons or jails, meetings with lifetime parolees and formerly
incarcerated individuals, and a wide variety of written texts, including essays, case studies, and research.
Students numbered 1-5 on the waitlist who plan to enroll if the opportunity arises should attend the
first class as long as other course scheduling permits.

Gender Violence, Law and Social Justice
HLS 2098

Diane Rosenfeld

2026 Spring

W Th 1:30pm - 3:00pm

This course offers an in-depth examination of the phenomenon of gender-motivated violence. Following
a consideration of the prevalence and variation of types of sexual violence and coercion around the
world, we consider questions such as: How, if at all, is violence against women different from other types
of violence? How effective have legal strategies to address violence against women been, and what shifts
in thinking about gender-motivated violence would be necessary finally to eradicate it? How has the
#MeToo movement reshaped the possibility of legal reform? How does the toleration of sexual violence
shape people's expectations and sense of entitlements? What are the implications of gender-based
violence for the constitutional guarantee of equal protection of the laws? Does equal protection itself
have a gendered meaning and reality? Among the types of violence against women we will consider are:



intimate-partner violence; domestic homicide; prostitution; rape; sex trafficking of women and children;
and violence against women facilitated by the Internet. The readings consist of primary and secondary
materials drawn from several disciplines: law, social science, political science, public health, psychology,
evolutionary biology and women and gender studies.

Guns, Abortion and Climate Change - What is next for State AGs?

HLS 3206

James Tierney
2026 Spring

T 3:45pm - 5:45pm

This Reading Group explores the role of all state attorneys general as they deal with abortion, climate
change and gun violence with an emphasis on the expansion of each state's Unfair and Deceptive
Practices Act. The Court’s decision in Dobbs. v. Jackson Women's Health Organization forced state
attorneys general to reassess their responsibilities regarding reproductive rights. Dobbs has driven state
attorneys general to decide how to best address the issue with health providers, local district attorneys
and the federal government. The Court’s decision in Loper Bright v. Raimondo and decisions of the
Trump Administration has changed the way state government and attorneys general address their
continued reliance on federal regulations. Specific attention will be given to the “Major Question
Doctrine.” The impact of Loper Bright and West Va. v EPA extends into core attorney general duties of
health, consumer protection and education. The Court’s decision in NYS Rifle and Pistol Assoc. v. Bruen
struck down the New York City gun control statute and attorneys general are analyzing the best ways
forward in the fight against gun violence. The class would involve an in depth review of Dobbs, Loper
Bright, West Virginia and Bruen as well as discussions of the decisions of the Trump Administration. The
class would also involve direct bipartisan virtual participation appearances of attorneys general and their
senior staffs. Given the intensity of views on these issues care will be taken to assure balanced
presentations and respectful class discussions. Note: This reading group will meet on the following dates:
TBD.

Law and Neuroscience
HLS 2707

Nancy Gertner

2026 Spring

T 3:45pm - 5:45pm

This seminar examines cutting edge and even controversial linkages between law and neuroscience. We
seek to highlight neuroscientific basis for behavior patterns with legal implication including how
neuroscience intersects with criminal law, its normative assumptions and criminal punishment,
evidentiary rules, memory bias and enhancement, lie and deception detection, adolescent brains and
juvenile law. We will look critically at efforts to use neuroimaging in court in connection with in the
prediction of criminality and predispositions towards mental iliness and addiction, as well as efforts to
identify neurobiological influences on the brain. Is there such a thing as a criminally violent brain? Does
it make sense to speak of the neurobiology of violence or the psychopathology of crime, and how are (or
should) such concepts translated into criminal law. The seminar will necessarily lead us to consider the
relationship between law and science, more generally, and neuroscience in particular. Speakers will



provide insights into their work and research. Please note that undergraduate petitions to cross-register
will not be approved.

LGBTQ Criminalization and Mass Incarceration
HLS 3348

Deborah Lolai

2026 Spring

T10:15am - 12:15pm

This course offers a comprehensive look at mass incarceration and the criminal legal system, through an
LGBTQ lens. The instructor, a former public defender with almost ten years of experience, has
represented thousands of LGBTQ clients in criminal cases. Additionally, she established the first LGBTQ
Defense Project within a public defender's office in the United States. The course will explore the
widespread violence and discrimination that LGBTQ individuals encounter at each phase of the criminal
legal process. We will explore specific questions, including: How does the criminal legal process--
encompassing policing, prosecution, pre-trial detention, plea bargaining, trials, sentencing, incarceration,
and re entry efforts--affect LGBTQ individuals uniquely? What structures in the criminal legal system
permit the continuation of systematic violence against them? Additionally, we will examine the different
strategies lawyers can employ in response to this injustice. The experiences of LGBTQ individuals within
the criminal legal system will serve as a focal point for examining the wider debate between abolition
and reform within social movements. This seminar will explore how insights gained from the treatment
of this group can inform approaches to working within systems riddled with injustice. We will address
how successful changes can significantly improve people's lives despite these systems making reform
seem impossible. This seminar aims to foster the development of essential skills for students planning to
pursue careers in criminal law; direct legal services; racial, gender or economic justice; or related fields,
focusing on effectively representing LGBTQ clients. It will also offer a platform for students to engage in
critical thinking about policy initiatives that could lead to harm reduction or justice for those
marginalized individuals impacted by mass incarceration. Class materials include case law, legislative
materials, reports, legal scholarship, and press accounts.

Mass Incarceration and Sentencing Law
HLS 2918

Nancy Gertner

2026 Spring

W 3:45pm - 5:45pm

This course will first put 20th century sentencing law in sociological and historical context. It will examine
the history, philosophy, and administration of the criminal sentencing process, the causes of growth in
the US penal population, the historical roots of that grown from the mid 20th century to the present,
and the impact of those policies on communities of color and the crime rate. We will then examine more
closely the legal framework that enabled those policies, including the war on drugs, emphasis on
retribution over rehabilitation, the changes in sentencing law and the structure of sentencing
decisionmaking. Particular attention will be devoted to substantive sentencing standards (the insights of
neuroscience, evidence based lessons from diversion programs) in addition to the procedures governing
those decisions. The course will explore different kinds of sentencing regimes-state guideline systems,



international models on which sentencing standards have evolved from common law decision making or
judge-imposed guidelines (Australia, Israel, England), in addition to the federal sentencing guidelines. We
will consider the interplay between principles of proportionality, severity, and parsimony on sentencing
law. This course will be divided into two parts: the first part of the term will involve the substantive law
of sentencing, and the sociological and historical context in which it evolved as described in the original
course description. But the second part of the term will be somewhat unusual. | will invite judges
(federal and state), prosecutors, defense lawyers to join the class in addressing particular sentencing
issues, with discussions centered around hypothetical cases. All the participants will sentence; they will
review the cases, determine the sentences, and discuss them at the class sessions. The issues will be
cases involving addiction and drug offenses, mental health, the neuroscience of childhood adversity,
juvenile offenders, sex offenders, and issues of race and gender. The idea is not only to look at
sentencing at the meta level, but also at the level of the concrete case, which may challenge the
generalizations of the sentencing law. Please note that undergraduate petitions to cross-register will not
be approved.

Policing in America: The Good, the Bad and The Ugly
HLS 2870

Dehlia Umunna

2026 Spring

M 6:00pm - 8:00pm

Law enforcement in the United States plays a critical, often life-altering role in its citizenry's life. More
than 19,000 local, state and federal law enforcement employ nearly 450,000 officers. Police officers are
involved in the prosecution of approximately twelve million criminal offenses each year and conduct
over 11 million arrests. They are also responsible for the deaths of about 950 people per year since
2015. This seminar examines the establishment, role, and function of police in a democratic society. It
will provide a foundation in the history of police and community relationships, police work, police
culture/behavior, police discretion and control, police legitimacy and public support, community
policing, use of force, institutional bias, and racial justice. We will also analyze why law enforcement is
such a polarizing societal issue. Experiences in the class will include conversations with local police
commissioners and police officers, touring local prisons or jails, meetings with citizens whose lives have
been impacted by their interaction with police officers, and a wide variety of written texts, including
essays and case studies.

Prison Law

HLS 2394

Samuel Weiss

2026 Spring

MT 8:30am - 10:00am

While courses in criminal law tend to focus on the “front end” of the criminal legal process (investigation,
prosecution, and verdict), this course focuses on the back end: the law of incarceration. What legal
obligations does the state have toward those it incarcerates? Topics to be covered include: the evolution
of prison rights litigation; the scope of constitutional rights in prison; the prison disciplinary process; the
interaction of prison law and remedies; conditions of confinement; medical and mental health care;



sexual assault; the intersection of prison law and gender identity; religious freedom; the enforcement of
disability law inside prisons; immigration detention and incarceration; and alternatives to an American-
style carceral system. There will also be a focus on legal practice--how lawyers litigate prison rights cases.

Restorative and Transformative Justice
HLS 2654

Adriaan Lanni

2026 Spring

T 3:45pm - 5:45pm

This seminar will discuss the theory and practice of restorative and transformative justice. Some classes

will involve discussions of readings; others will be experiential; and others will involve interacting with
visiting restorative justice practitioners.

10



T.H. CHAN SCHOOL OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Principles of Injury Control
ID 240

David Hemenway

2026 Spring

Th 4:00pm - 6:50pm

Kresge 200 (HSPH)

This course provides an introduction to a serious public health problem - intentional and unintentional
injury - and provides a framework for examining control options. Specific categories of injuries, such as
motor vehicle crashes and violence, and specific risk factors for serious injury such as firearms, are
examined in detail.

Class Notes: THIS CLASS HAS PRIORITY ENROLLMENT

Priority Wave Groups

Wave 1 | MPH45 HM, MPH65 HM, MPH45 HP, MPH65 HP, HPM SM1
Wave 2 | Open Enrollment

Wave 3 | Open Enrollment

Priority Wave Timing

Wave 1 | 1/8/2026 11:00 AM - 1/18/2026 11:59 PM

Wave 2 | 1/19/2026 12:00 AM - 1/21/2026 11:59 PM

Wave 3 | 1/22/2026 12:00 AM Enroliment Deadline (varies by session)

Any student who does not meet the Wave 1 or Wave 2 criteria can add themselves to the waitlist (if
enrollment requirements are met) at any time during the enrollment period. At the beginning of each
priority wave, students on the waitlist who meet the Wave’s criteria will be automatically enrolled into
any remaining seats in the course (pending no time conflicts)

**Cross-Registrants and Non-Degree Students will be enrolled on a space available basis after the
enroliment deadline for the course
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