
winter 2011

magazine
HarvarD 
KeNNeDY 
SCHool

n
a matter of faith
how america prays 
together
digital dispatches
the tweeted revolution

nypd at the Kennedy School

New York’s Finest

nypd Commissioner ray Kelly mc/mpa 1984



le
ft

 t
o

 r
ig

h
t:

 m
a

rk
 o

st
o

w
, s

co
tt

 m
ck

o
w

en
, j

o
s

h
i r

a
d

in
, m

a
rt

h
a

 s
te

w
a

rt
, h

ks
 a

rc
h

iv
es

www.hks.harvard.edu

 16 t nypd Crimson  New York’s finest at the Kennedy School

22 t A Matter of Faith  How America prays together

26 t Digital Dispatches  The revolution is being televised, tweeted, and blogged

  t dePartments 

 2 Executive summary  The dean’s word

 3 The end results  Alumni in Haiti . . . Michelle Rhee mpp 1997 steps down 

 4 Public interest  News bites from around the school

 6 From the Charles  Cara Hesse mc/mpa 2000 helps Ethiopian rape victim. . . “Lady Math” Deborah Hughes Hallett . . .  

  q+a Mathias Risse . . . Coffee venture of Jim Kales mpp 1992 supports disabled

 30 Bully pulpit  Former Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice . . . Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Mike Mullen . . .  

  Former Prime Minister Gordon Brown 

33  In print  The Politics of Happiness . . . Public Sentinel. . . Moving Out of Poverty . . . Going Local 

35  Alumni voices  Classnotes . . . From the field: Nathaniel Fick mpa/mba 2008 and Razzaq Al-Saiedi mc/mpa 2009 . . .  

  Alumni publications

 62 Ways and means  JA Worldwide ceo and hks Fund Chair Sean Rush mc/mpa 2007 on the importance of giving

 64 Exit poll  jfk 50th anniversary celebrated

in this IssuE harvard kennedy school magazine | winter 2011

16
9

22
30

12

Associate Dean for 
Communications and  
Public Affairs
melodie jackson mc/mpa 2001

senior Director of Alumni Relations
Paige ennis mc/mpa 2010

Editor
sarah abrams

Associate Editor
robert o’neill

Contributing Writers
lindsay hodges anderson
julia hanna
corydon ireland
steve nadis
lewis rice
craig sandler mc/mpa 2000
lori shridhare

Designers
diane sibley
jennifer eaton alden

Printer
lane Press

Harvard Kennedy School Magazine 
is published two times a year by 
john f. kennedy  
school of government
office of communications  
and Public affairs
79 john f. kennedy street
cambridge, massachusetts 02138
Phone: 617-495-1164
fax: 617-495-5424
e-mail: publish@hks.harvard.edu

copyright ©2011 by the President 
and fellows of harvard college.  
all rights reserved.

Magazine Advisory Board
jennifer armini mc/mpa 2001
joe Bergantino mc/mpa 1985
Phil cronin mpp 1996 
Bill dodd mc/mpa 2004
harry durning, jr. mc/mpa 1970
david king
david luberoff mc/mpa 1989
craig sandler mc/mpa 2000
janice saragoni mc/mpa 1989
steven singer mc/mpa 1986
scott talan mc/mpa 2002

on the cover:  
nypd commissioner ray kelly 
mc/mpa 1984 is the only nypd 
commissioner to serve two terms. 
he is now in the 10th year of his 
second term.
Photograph: mark ostow

this magazine is printed on  
arbor Plus matte. the paper is 
manufactured with 30 percent 
postconsumer fiber and is  
fsc certified.



harvard kennedy school  32

to
P:

 c
o

u
rt

es
y 

o
f 

jo
e 

le
it

m
a

n
n

; B
o

tt
o

m
, d

av
id

 d
ea

l

ke
n

t 
d

ay
to

n

ExECuTIvE summary the EnD results

LETTER  HKs Grads Head up 
Reconstruction Finance in 
Haiti  It was a pleasure to see the 
coverage in the Summer issue of 
the hks Magazine of alums and 
students who were active in the 
relief phase following the devas-
tating January 2010 earthquake 
in Haiti. We are happy to let  
you know that this tradition is 
continuing into the reconstruc-
tion period. Specifically, we are 
responsible for managing the 
Haiti Reconstruction Fund 
(hrf) — a partnership between 
the international community 
and the government and people 
of Haiti to finance rebuilding.

The hrf is intended to be a 
half-billion-dollar fund that 
represents about 10 percent of 
the pledged money for recon-
struction and the largest source 
of unearmarked finance for  
the government. We have 
currently mobilized more than 
$330 million from 18 donors, 
including the United States, 

Brazil, Norway, and Canada. 
Initial resources are being used 
to provide budget support to the 
government and finance projects 
for debris management, small 
and medium enterprises, disaster 
mitigation, and development  
in the south of the country. 
These funding priorities are set 
by the Interim Haiti Recovery 
Commission chaired by Presi- 
dent Clinton and Prime Minister 
Bellerive, and the hrf’s Steering 
Committee is chaired by the 
Haitian Minister of Finance.

The fund is a unique mecha-
nism that draws on the compara-
tive advantages of its partners —  
the Inter-American Development 
Bank, the United Nations and 
the World Bank. These partners 
appraise and supervise activities 
that are implemented by the 
government of Haiti, UN agen-
cies, ngos, and the private sector. 
The World Bank serves as trustee 
for the hrf itself.

Please follow our progress at 
www.haitireconstructionfund.org.

Joe Leitmann mpp 1981  
hrf Manager
Diego Osorio mc/mpa 2009  
hrf Senior Operations Officer

Editor’s note: It was also 
brought to our attention by  
Joe Leitmann that two other 
Kennedy School graduates are  
in key roles in Haiti. Eduardo 
Almeida mc/mpa 2000 is the 

country representative for the 
Inter-American Development 
Bank in Haiti, and Martin Bratt 
mpa 2007 is heading up the 
McKinsey Consultants team  
that provides pro bono support  
to the Interim Haiti Recovery 
Commission. We’ve also learned 
that Adrian Hills mc/mpa 2001  
is serving as chief of staff of the 
United Nations Stabilization 
Mission in Haiti.

LETTER  Alumni Focus  I just 
wanted to write and let you 
know that i loved the last issue 
of the hks Magazine (with Haiti 
as the cover story). Perhaps this 
has always been the case, but I 
don’t remember another issue 
that was so exclusively devoted 
to alumni stories — and what 
great stories, too. If the focus 
going forward is always going  
to be profiles of alumni and  
the remarkable work they are 
doing, I can’t wait to receive  
my copy of the magazine each 
time. I also found myself poring 
over the class notes, and being 
struck with admiration and 
respect over and over again.

Kudos on a fantastic issue, 
and here’s to more!

Roshan Paul mpp 2008

uPDATE  Reform school   
When Michelle Rhee mpp 1997 
was interviewed for our Winter 
2009 profile, she described how 
she had balked when Washing- 
ton Mayor Adrian Fenty asked 
her to join his administration 
and help turn the capital’s dilapi-
dated school district around. “I 
told him he didn’t want me for 

we’re either going to move 
forward aggressively and crack 
the whole thing open or be 
looking at another 10 years  
of not doing a whole lot of 
anything,” Rhee said at a John 
F. Kennedy Jr. Forum on 
school reform in November.  
In December, Rhee launched 
Students First, an advocacy 
group that aims to raise $1 
billion to fund school districts 
and back political candidates 
who share her agenda.

the job because he was a politi-
cian and he was interested in 
keeping the noise down and 
keeping people happy,” Rhee 
said. “I asked him what he  
was willing to risk. He said, 
‘Everything.’” After Fenty 
failed to win reelection in  
the district’s mayoral primary 
in October, Rhee resigned, 
describing her decision to  
leave her post as chancellor as 
“heartbreaking.” “I think we’re 
at the point right now where 

Dear Reader:

This year has special meaning for the Kennedy School as we 
prepare to celebrate our 75th anniversary. Three-quarters of a 
century ago, Harvard launched a bold experiment by establishing 
a new graduate school that would prepare leaders to work in  
the field of public administration. The new school joined 
Harvard’s schools of medicine, dental, divinity, law, business, 
design, education, and public health.

Seventy-five years later I marvel at the founders’ ambition and 
foresight. In the Graduate School of Public Administration’s first 
report to the president, Dean John Williams wrote, “What should 
be the distinctive contribution of a new graduate school of public 
administration? . . . [W]hat we mainly wished was to attempt 
through the agency of the new School to direct the work in the 
social sciences at Harvard more specifically and effectively toward 
the larger problems of policy and administration with which 
modern governments are confronted.”

The alumni and faculty members featured in this issue are 
wonderful examples of the public servants the school’s founders 
hoped to produce through their new undertaking. They include 
Cara Hesse mc/mpa 2000, who helped change the course of 
women’s lives in Ethiopia; Jim Kales mpp 1992, who, at a time of 
crisis for state budgets, found an entrepreneurial way to put the 
Chicago nonprofit Aspire on a more financially stable footing;  
and former Marine officer Nathaniel Fick mpa/mba 2008, who 
was recently appointed ceo of a national security think tank run 
by veterans of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Our cover story features the New York City Police Department, 
which has been sending officers to the school every year for the 
past 30 years, resulting in a strong bond between the nypd and  
the school. We also feature alumni who, as journalists, are at the 
center of today’s rapidly changing world of communications —  
a world our founders could not have imagined, though their  
foresight provided a venue for future generations to meet such 
challenges.

You will also read in these pages about the exciting research 
findings of political scientist and former Kennedy School dean 
Robert Putnam on the leading role religion plays in the United 
States. This work follows the outstanding research he detailed in 
Bowling Alone, which identified the importance of social capital. 
Putnam’s new book, American Grace, will no doubt succeed in 

further advancing our understanding of the social landscape in 
the United States.

This anniversary year gives us all a chance to reflect on and 
appreciate the ideals upon which the Kennedy School was 
founded and to view the future with renewed enthusiasm.  
I look forward to sharing the progress of the Kennedy School’s 
75th celebration with you in the coming year. 

Dean David T. Ellwood
January 2011

in the coming weeks, we’ll be sending a random  
sampling of our readers an online survey about the  
hks Magazine so we can better understand what our readers 
want to see in their alumni magazine — the issues and stories 
they care about. Please help us by taking a few moments to 
complete it.

—Thanks from the hks magazine staff

What’s On 
Your Mind?

Diego Osorio and  
Joe Leitmann
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 r Executive Education:: www.ksgexecprogram.harvard.edu

Participatory 
Democracy

PuBLIC interest

MPP students visit Clinton
students  in october the mpp student winners of last year’s  
spring Exercise  “understanding the u.s.-china relationship” shared 
their findings and insights with secretary of state hillary clinton at the 
state department in washington. the students were chosen for their 
outstanding written memos and presentations.

Thank You!
alumni   
hks students, staffers, 
and faculty members 
worked the phones at 
stations in the forum in 
october to say thanks  
to alumni and friends 
who had contributed to 
the school in fy 2010. 
almost 700 alumni were 
contacted.

Rappaport 10th Anniversary
research centers  a reception marking the 
rappaport fellowship’s 10th anniversary was held on 
wednesday, october 13, at the decordova museum in 
lincoln. the policy fellowship, which is administered  
by harvard’s Rappaport Institute For Greater 
Boston, gives a dozen graduate students from the 
Boston area the opportunity to work with senior officials 
in state and local government for the summer. a parallel 
program, overseen by suffolk university’s rappaport 
center for law and Public service, provides a similar 
opportunity for law school students from throughout  

the region. over the past 10 years, 245 
students — about half of them from 

harvard — have received the fellow-
ships. recipients have used 

them to work with a variety of 
officials, including governor 
deval Patrick and Boston 
mayor thomas menino.

faculty   
since its launch 

more than a year 
ago, Participedia,  

an online platform for 
collecting information about 

various democratic potentials, 
has been helping to strengthen 

democracy with its user-
generated library of exam-
ples and methods of 

participatory governance, public delib-
eration, and collaborative public action. developed by hks Professor 
Archon Fung with mark warren of the university of British columbia, 
the site collects stories about efforts such as participatory budgeting  
in Porto alegre, Brazil; municipal 
evaluation meetings in china; and 
the californiaspeaks health care 
dialogue with citizens.

new Center Appointments
research centers  the school recently announced several 
new appointments for center leadership roles. university Professor 
lawrence summers is the new director of the mossavar-rahmani 
center for Business and government and executive dean john haigh  
is the new co-director, and former kentucky secretary of state trey 
grayson is director of the institute of Politics. all appointments took 
effect in january.

very Much Alive
PuBlic service  “50 years of the Peace corps: 
answering President kennedy’s call to service” was part  
of the commemoration of the 50th anniversary of the jfk 
presidency. current Peace corps director aaron williams 
noted that the spirit of service that inspired the corps’s 
establishment “remains very much alive today.” mary jo 
Bane, academic dean, who served in the Peace corps in 
liberia from 1963 to 1965, moderated the discussion.

Journalists Essential to Democracy
awards  journalist Marvin Kalb received the annual public service award 
from the harvard club of washington during harvard kennedy school Public 
service week in october. in his comments at the event, the founding director  
of the shorenstein center on the Press, Politics and Public Policy (1987 to 1999) 
said, “no one else can do what journalists must do in a democracy. their role is 
real and fundamental, and it must be better understood. the journalists are our 
teachers, or they should be.”

Enthusiasm Drops  
among Millennials

research centers  when the 
academy award-winning producer of  
An Inconvenient Truth, lawrence Bender, 
decided to produce a documentary about 
global nuclear dangers, he turned to 
experts at harvard kennedy school’s 
Belfer center for science and international 
affairs. the resulting film, Countdown to 
Zero, features interviews with Belfer center 
director Graham Allison, Professor 
Matthew Bunn, and Belfer center 
senior fellow Rolf Mowatt-Larssen. 
with a powerful blend of photos, video, 
and narrative, the film looks at the danger 
of nuclear terrorism, the risk of accidents, 
and the proliferation of nuclear arsenals. 

Public service 
Celebrated
PuBlic service  as part of 
harvard kennedy school Public  
service week, the dean’s office and 
the kennedy school’s student 
Public service Collaborative 
joined forces with the harvard football 

team and special olympics massachusetts to host a morning of  
special olympics events. dean david t. ellwood opened the events, 
with kennedy school students and staff attending. 

Turbovote Launched
students  last fall, hks students 
seth Flaxman mpp 2011, Kathryn 
Peters mpp 2011, and Amanda 
Cassel Kraft mpp 2011 launched 
turbovote — a nonprofit that makes 
voter registration and voting as easy  

as renting a dvd with netflix. many faculty members helped get the project  
off the ground, and the pilot program helped 
more than 500 students to register and vote  
by mail.

Gleitsman Award
awards  criminal justice 
system activist susan Burton 
received the gleitsman citizen 
activist award for her work  
empowering formerly incarcerated 
women. the award is bestowed 
biannually on a leader who has 
“struggled to correct social injus-
tice.” Burton, who served six  
prison terms over the course of  
two decades, in 1998 founded  
a new way of life reentry Project 
(anwol), which today operates five 
homes in the los angeles area.

susan Burton

Former Rappaport fellows 
Meghan Haggerty mpp/up 2010, 
Amy Dain mpp 2003, and Devin 
Lyons-Quirk mpp/up 2010

research  
according to a new 
national poll of 
america’s youth by 
harvard’s Institute  
of Politics, fewer  
than three- in- ten  
(27 percent) said they 
would definitely be 
voting last november,  
a drop of nine points 
from eleven months 

London 
Bound
faculty  in march 
Philosophy Professor 
Frances Kamm 
will give the auguste 
comte memorial 
lectures at the 
london school of 
economics. the title 
of the lecture series 
is “the Prospect of 
harm to civilians in 
the ethics of war.”

in december, a jfk jr. forum featured 
excerpts from Countdown to Zero with a 
panel that included allison, Bunn, and 
mowatt-larssen, along with the film’s 
narrator, former cia agent valerie Plame.

Rowing Partners
fellows  in preparation for  
the head of the charles regatta  
in october, six athletes from  
iraq’s national rowing team  
joined a group of harvard  
u.s. military veterans of the  
iraq and afghanistan wars,  
including kennedy school 
national security Fellows. 
iraq’s rowing team competed  
in the 2010 asian games in  
guangzhou, china.

A week before the regatta, the athletes participated 
in a 500-meter race along the Charles. 

spokesmen for nuclear Dangers

 r Alumni :: www.hks.harvard.edu/alumni

r on the web
www.turbovote.org

r on the web
www.iop.harvard.edu

r on the web
www.participedia.net

TURBO
VOTE  

earlier (36 percent).  
the poll also found  
that the job approval 
rating for President 
obama slid from 58 
percent in november 
2009 to 49 percent  
in november 2010.
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from the 
CHARLEs

r on the web
http://bit.ly/hks-agents-of-change

alumni  The chain of events began in March, 
2001, when a 13-year-old girl named Woinshet 
Zebene was abducted from her Ethiopian village 
and raped for two days. After she escaped, 
bloodied and bruised, the suspect was arrested —  
and then released on bail. That same week, the 
man abducted Woinshet again, hiding the girl in 
his brother’s house and raping her for 15 days 
before she escaped and sought refuge with her 
grandmother. The abductor’s family came to the 
house and beat Woinshet, forcing her signature  
on a marriage contract: At the time, Ethiopian  
law specified that a man could not be prosecuted 
for violating a woman he later married. 

For many girls and young women in rural 
Ethiopia, the story would end there. They’d  
be forced to leave school and to marry. But 
Woinshet’s father, a poor day laborer, had heard 
radio ads that defined rape as a prosecutable 
crime. Going against cultural norms, he support- 
ed Woinshet in a court case taken on by the 
Ethiopian Women Lawyers Association (ewla). 
Reported in the Washington Post in 2004, the  
story caught the eye of Cara Hesse mc/mpa 2000, 
who happened to be in Ethiopia at the time.  

As director of public affairs for Pathfinder Inter- 
national, Hesse had just finished co-leading a  
U.S. congressional delegation to the country for 
the purpose of assessing U.S. programs focused  
on family planning and reproductive health.  
With a few days left before her departure, she 
decided to visit some of the organizations funded 
by Pathfinder, a nonprofit that works to improve 
reproductive health in the developing world. 

As it happened, one of those grantees was 
ewla. Hesse saw a copy of the Washington  
Post story at the ewla office and learned that 
Woinshet’s abductor had offered her father a 
$2,500 dowry to drop all charges — a huge sum  
to a poor family.

“I remember it so vividly,” says Hesse. “It was  
a Friday at 3 pm. When I understood how difficult 
this was for Woinshet’s family, I thought that 
maybe I’d be able to make a statement by raising 
some money against the dowry offer.”

Over the weekend, Hesse sent an e-mail to two 
dozen or so contacts, hks alumni among them.  
“I hate to ask people for money, but the Post story 

gave me the confidence and credibility I felt I 
needed to approach friends for donations,” she 
recalls. “What I got back was phenomenal. I heard 
from people I hadn’t even met before, saying that 
they’d received the e-mail from someone else  
and wanted to help.” Hesse’s effort raised $5,000, 
enough to keep Woinshet and three other girls  
safe and in private school for four years. 

Now associate director of patient advocacy  
at Genzyme, Hesse has stayed in touch with 
Woinshet over the years. 
“Her dream is to become  
a lawyer and to work on 
women’s rights issues,” she 
says. As a step toward that 
goal, a subsequent round  
of fundraising has recently 
made it possible for 
Woinshet to travel to the 
United States to study 
English in the Boston area. 
She is also collaborating on 
a short documentary with 
Nicholas Kristof (who wrote 
of her experience in Half the 
Sky) and actress Marisa Tomei, who is directing 
the film. (It will air in 2012 as part of a two-night 
pbs special, also called Half the Sky.)

Eventually, Woinshet’s abductor was convicted 
of his crimes and sentenced to 10 years in 
prison — but the judge released him after a short 
period for reasons that remain unclear. Despite 
this setback, her case did change Ethiopian law:  
A man is no longer absolved of rape by marrying 
his victim.

“One of the biggest lessons I learned from my 
experience is how much impact a small, targeted 
investment can make when supporting an agent of 
change like Woinshet,” says Hesse. “The first round 
of funding I raised was such a small amount, but  
it kept her safe and in school while she and her 
father fought the injustice. It enabled her father  
to refuse the dowry and keep fighting.” With that 
said, Hesse acknowledges the first and most 
powerful force: the courage and quiet strength 
Woinshet showed in telling, and retelling, her 
story.  s jh

FunDInG FREEDOM  
Cara Hesse mc/mpa 2000 raised enough money to keep Woinshet 
Zebene and three other girls in Ethiopia safe and in school.

Woinshet Zebene  
on a visit to new York

Agents of 
Change
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in the classroom  With mathematics vital to a growing 
number of fields, the Kennedy School has long required its master’s 
in public administration (mpa) students to take at least one course  
in quantitative methods. Over the years, many of these students have 
learned about the intricacies of numbers from Deborah Hughes 
Hallett, a revered mathematics educator who has taught at the  
school since the 1970s.

In addition to her Kennedy School appointment as adjunct 
professor of public policy, she is a mathematics professor at the 
University of Arizona. Her focus on math pedagogy is rare in her 
field — so rare that she has faced far greater challenges in bringing 
math teaching to the fore than in being a woman in a male- 

dominated discipline. Yet she has 
excelled in her specialty, having 
written or coauthored seven 
groundbreaking textbooks, mainly 
on calculus, while earning teaching 

awards from numerous science and math societies. She was also 
honored by former student Serif Turgut mc/mpa 2008, who found 
her so inspiring that she made a film about her called Lady Math.

Although Hughes Hallett works with some mathematically 
sophisticated students at the Kennedy School, her biggest contribu-
tion lies in making math-averse Mid-Career students more comfort-
able with, and proficient in, the subject. The majority of students 
taking her popular statistics course fall into the latter category.  
“Deb is just great at explaining mathematical concepts,” says Ellen 
Whitesides mpa/id 2011, a teaching fellow. “She never considers any 
question too simplistic, and that is one of her real strengths. Also her 
whole class is based on real policy examples of ways that statistics can 

be helpful, which is great since everyone in the 
room can see where this type of thing might 
be used.”

Illustrating the relevance of math is central 
to Hughes Hallett’s approach. “To teach math and statistics, you need 
to know the subject well and your audience,” she says. “What that 
means at the Kennedy School is learning material in context.” That’s 
why she keeps coming up with new case studies each year — such as 
questions of fraud in the 2009 Iranian elections, roadside stops and 
racial profiling, and the efficacy of malaria drugs in Mozambique. 

Hughes Hallett hopes to do more than just help her students meet 
the minimum graduation requirements. “To be an effective public 
leader,” she says, “you need to analyze the information that comes to 
you.” She wants students to be able to understand number-laden 
reports and draw conclusions from data, rather than be dependent  
on others to interpret for them. 

On this score, she appears to have been extraordinarily successful. 
“She’s probably one of the best teachers I’ve ever had in my life,” says 
Ramaswami Balasubramaniam mc/mpa 2010, the head of a nonprofit 
organization that provides education and health care to millions of 
people in India. In her class, he says, “I learned how to back my argu-
ments with empirical evidence” — an approach he’s now utilizing in 
policy development. “But Deb also serves as a model for how I should 
be teaching others,” adds Balasubramaniam, who frequently lectures 
around the world.

His classmate, Jimmy Tingle mc/mpa 2010, a comedian, believes  
it took nothing short of a miracle, as well as a “great and dedicated 
teacher,” for him to pass the quantitative mathematics requirement. 
“If I could get the help I needed to get a B minus in statistics,” Tingle 
jokes, “there is hope for world peace.”  s sn

“Lady Math”

r on the web
http://bit.ly/hks-lady-math

research samplings

Big IDEAs
states’ Plights  The federal deficit 
is capturing all the attention, but states’ 
finances are also in deep crisis, writes 
Linda Bilmes, Harvard Kennedy School 
lecturer, in “The Fiscal Crisis in State 
Government — And What Should be 
Done About It.” With federal assistance to 
states disappearing, and states financing 
large portions of their programs in the 
bond markets, there are plenty of reasons 
for concern about the long term.

“For now, the urgent need is to 
provide well-designed assistance to the 
states to protect vital services, help solve 
the unemployment problem, and begin 
the process of repairing the yawning hole 
in state balance sheets,” Bilmes advises.

Wired In  The hbo series The Wire 
won plenty of critical acclaim during its 
five-year run. Now academics are paying 
respect. Geyser University Professor 
William Julius Wilson thought so highly 
of the show that he made it the focus of 
a new class. Writing in a Washington Post 
op-ed, Wilson explained the show’s value: 
“Of course, our undergraduate students 
will read rigorous academic studies of 
the urban job market, education, and the 
drug war. But the hbo series does what 
these texts can’t. More than simply telling 
a gripping story, The Wire shows how the 
deep inequality in inner-city America 
results from the web of lost jobs, bad 
schools, drugs, imprisonment, and how 
the situation feeds on itself.”

Good Enough Governance  
Certain Latin American countries are 
democratic but have high corruption. 
Certain East Asian countries have very 
little democracy but exhibit good gover-
nance. Bangladesh has recently experi-
enced growth despite little governance  
of any kind. The United States — a 
country known for good governance —  
exhibited a failure of governance with its 
response to Hurricane Katrina. So when 
researchers “conflate good governance 
with the capacity to grow or the existence 
of democracy, they are probably over-
simplifying very complex relationships,” 
writes Mason Professor of International 

Development Merilee Grindle in “Good 
Governance: The Inflation of an Idea.” 
“Good governance is important; but  
like many other good ideas, it is not a 
magic bullet.”

Hard Landing  The informal 
economy is often seen as a cushion, 
breaking the fall of the formal  
economy when it stumbles. But 
according to an extensive study of that 
hidden economy by Harvard Kennedy 
School Lecturer Martha Chen, that  
idea is either wishful thinking or willful 
blindness. In her latest paper, “Global 
Recession and the Informal Economy: 
Evidence From Latin America and 
Beyond,” Chen looks at the impact of  
the economic crisis on the informal 
workforce. Workers in the study report 
that their volume of trade or work has 
decreased, that business costs have 
increased, and that they face growing 
competition from the newly unemployed. 
Informal workers’ livelihoods were 
already in crisis, Chen explains. Now 
those workers are poorer still.

Mending Ways  When imposing 
“sin” taxes, policymakers would do well 
to keep incentives in mind. Harvard 
Kennedy School Assistant Professor 
of Public Policy Erich Muehlegger, 
working with Lesley Chiou of Occidental 
College, looked at how Chicago-area 
smokers reacted to an approximately  
46 percent per-pack excise tax. They 
found that smokers responded by stock-
piling cigarettes, by switching to less 
expensive brands, and by crossing the 
border into Indiana to escape the tax 
entirely.

Fighting Chance  “Since what we 
really wanted was democracy,” writes 
Monica Toft about the resolution of civil 
wars, “the supposition was that if a settle-
ment was based on democratic principles 
then that would lead to a democratic 
outcome.” But in her book, Securing the 
Peace: The Durable Settlement of Civil 
Wars, Toft, an associate professor of 
public policy at Harvard Kennedy School, 
found that civil wars ending by a negoti-
ated settlement were more likely to recur 
than those ending in victory by one side, 
and also would result in more deaths,  
on average, than resolving the contest  
on the battlefield. 

QuAnTITATIvELY 
suPREME

Deborah Hughes Hallett 
with students

“ [in the past 15 
years] relations 
between the united 
states and india 
have grown by 
leaps and bounds, 
and the pace has 
exceeded the 
predictions of even 
the most optimistic 
proponents. But 
this progress is not 
self-sustaining. 
it requires bold 
leadership to 
expand and deepen 
the u.s.-india 
partnership in a 
spirit commensurate 
with its vital 
importance.”
:: Professor of the Practice of Diplomacy 
and International Politics nicholas 
Burns, with coauthors Richard Fontaine 
of the Center for a New American Society 
and former Deputy Secretary of State 
Richard Armitage, in “Natural Allies:  
A Blueprint for the Future of U.S.-India 
Relations.”

8
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mathias risse Q a+
Justice Reconsidered

research  Professor of Philosophy and Public 

Policy Mathias Risse looks at contemporary 

political philosophy issues. In his new book, 

The Grounds of Justice, Risse provides an  

Q What do you mean by distributive justice?
In the context of an increasingly interconnected world, I look at what we, as  
fellow human beings, owe to one another. For example, do people have entitlements 
to immigration? Within a state what sort of taxation system is fair? How should  
we arrange trade regimes? What kinds of obligations arise from human rights? 

Q How do we currently think about these issues?
One view is that distributive justice applies only within states. For you and me  

to have obligations toward one another, we must share a country or state.  
The response to this traditional view has been the cosmopolitan view that  
many philosophers have favored in recent decades, which says that states are  
philosophically and ethically irrelevant. We have obligations of justice  
toward one another because we’re human.

Q And your view?
I am proposing an intermediate view that says no, it’s not only the state,  
but it’s also not only humanity indiscriminately. For instance, I am saying that  
one other ground for justice is humanity’s collective ownership of the earth, so 

that humanity as a whole has ownership of the planet. One needs to develop 
a pluralistic picture of multiple grounds of justice.

Q And how will this change the way we think about these issues?
The main thrust is to get the message across to policymakers or to those 
who are near to policymakers that actual obligations for justice arise 
because we share a trade regime, or because we have a joint responsibility 
for the planet. Think of climate change. It’s not just a matter of rationality 
that we work things out with China, and it’s not just a matter of charity 
that we offer good trade conditions to African countries. It’s plainly a 

matter of justice that we find arrangements for distributing burdens 
from climate change, and that we’re abiding by certain ideas about 

commerce and trade. 

Q What is it like for a philosopher to work in a school  
of public policy?

The philosophy I’m interested in is at the intersection with the 
social sciences. When I think about globalization, I need to 

be in an environment where people actually tell me about 
what’s going on. But, as a political philosopher, I also 

get much satisfaction from getting the message across 
to students who really do want to change the 

world. s sa

r on the web
http://bit.ly/hks-mathias-risse

alternative approach to how we think about distributive justice — how human beings 

practice fairness around issues concerning global resources.

alumni  Jim Kales mpp 1992 has held a variety of jobs — political 
reformer at an Illinois advocacy organization, communications 
director at Chicago’s United Way, ceo of the Lake County chapter  
of Big Brother/Big Sister, president of the nonprofit Aspire. His most 
recent enterprise — coffee entrepreneur — may stand out as some-
thing of a departure.

But Kales doesn’t really see it that way. He believes the challenges 
of starting a business are a good match with the skills he honed 
almost 20 years ago at the Kennedy School. The idea for the new 
enterprise began about four years ago when he took over as  
president of Aspire, a Chicago-based organization serving children 

and adults with developmental disabilities. Like 
many nonprofits, the 50-year-old organization, 
which employs 400 workers, relied almost entirely 
(about 85 percent) on state funding. But like 
numerous cash-strapped states around the 
country, Illinois was slashing aid to its social 
service programs. Aspire’s future was in serious 
jeopardy, says Kales, and if the organization that 
had served so many Chicago-area families was to 
stay afloat, it would need to quickly find alterna-
tive sources of support.

For almost a year Aspire staff members  
looked at alternatives, including partnering  
with businesses, but it was a chance reading in  
the culinary magazine Saveur that got Kales’s 
entrepreneurial juices flowing. In an article about 
premium coffees, the publication rated the 
Chicago-based company Metropolis Coffee 
among the 10-best. A self-described coffee fanatic, 
Kales wondered if this might be the business they 
were looking for. He contacted the coffee roaster 
about joining forces. 

Metropolis’ response was instant and grati-
fying. Its ceo told Aspire, “I can’t believe you called. We’ve been 
waiting for an idea like this.”

The partnership, Aspire CoffeeWorks, was launched in late 2009. 
One-hundred percent of the profits flow back to Aspire, and the new 
venture is exceeding expectations. The high-end organic coffee is  
now offered at Chicago Whole Foods stores, and the venture was 
recently recognized as a local charity “doing amazing things” on  
nbc’s Today show, receiving a $50,000 grant from the network.

One of the biggest lessons learned, says Kales, is that there’s a  
lot of potential support out there for nonprofits. “Sometimes we’re 
hesitant,” he says, “but there are businesses that want to make a  

difference and are just looking for the right vehicle. You just have  
to go and find them.”

What really excites Kales about the fledgling enterprise is that 
every sale raises both money and awareness. “At the same time we’re 
creating revenue,” he says, “we’re spreading the message.”

And the message desperately needs to be heard. Although much 
progress has been made in the past 50 years, Kales says, remembering 
that people with disabilities were once warehoused in institutions, 
much more remains to be done.

“Things are kind of stuck. People think the work is already done,” 
he says. “We get used to seeing people with disabilities working in 

something Brewing for nonprofits

ExCEEDInG ExPECTATIOns  Jim Kales (right) with Bruce Achilles, one of Aspire 
CoffeeWorks’ team members. Bruce helps to weigh, grind, pack, and ship orders  
all over the country for Aspire CoffeeWorks.

“ i can’t believe you called. we’ve 
been waiting for an idea like this.”

Mathias Risse
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supermarkets, but there are so many more ways we can employ 
people with disabilities like Down syndrome and autism. We  
wanted to show there’s more to be done to help all people reach  
their potential.”  s sa

Visit Aspire CoffeeWorks at www.aspirecoffeeworks.com.
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harvard kennedy school turns 75 in 2011. The  
school looks a lot younger than its years — both its architecture 
and its name hint at a more recent birth. But looks deceive.  
It was conceived in the middle of the Great Depression, born  
of the vision of its first great benefactor, Lucius Littauer, a 
Harvard graduate and former congressman, and Harvard 
President James Conant, of a training ground for men (equal 

opportunity was a long way away) 
dedicated to solving the economic 
and administrative problems of 
their day.

What was then the Graduate 
School of Public Administration 
began life in 1936 as something 
other than the world famous 
graduate school and research 
center it has grown into. It was  
a sort of stepsister to Harvard’s 
government and economics 
departments, offered no degrees, 
and borrowed faculty from 
elsewhere. Its official beginning, 
on December 7, 1936, came with  

12 faculty appointments (of faculty members who also held 
appointments elsewhere at Harvard). Its first students were  
a handful of public officials (known as Littauer Fellows).  
But even as it took its first, somewhat uncertain steps, all  
those decades ago, its direction would be strikingly familiar  
to us in 2011.

“We are not seeking to find in public administration a new 
content,” wrote John Williams, the school’s first dean, in his 
report on the school to President Conant in 1938. “What we 
hope may justify the creation of the School is our attempt to 
find a new method of work. We are seeking a means not only 
to bring the different branches of the social sciences more 
closely together but also to bring the University and the public 
service nearer to each other.”

Public service had, for 300 years, been part of the fabric  
of Harvard. Its graduates had been colonial administrators, 
signers of the Declaration of Independence, members of 
Congress, and presidents. But what the school began, modestly 
and quietly, 75 years ago was a new vision of public service  
as not just an avocation, but also a career and of public 
administration as not just an art, but also as a science.  s

“ we are seeking a means not only to 
bring the different branches of the 
social sciences more closely together 
but also to bring the university and the 
public service nearer to each other.”
:: dean john williams, in his first annual report on what was then the  
graduate school of Public administration

THE BEsT HOPE  Lucius Littauer, Harvard graduate, 
new York congressman, glove manufacturer, and 
philanthropist, was the school’s great benefactor. 
In early correspondence with Harvard university 
President James Conant, Littauer expressed his 
ambition that the school “would be the best hope 
of avoiding disasters arising from untried experi-
ments in government and administration, and 
would tend to raise the level of American life.”

A nEW CEnTER  The original Littauer Building, 
built to house the nascent school, along with 
the economics and government departments. 
“The creation of such a center should,” Dean 
Williams hoped, “enable us to focus our 
combined efforts more effectively than in the 
past upon the problems of public policy and 
administration.”

r on the web
http://bit.ly/hks-history

In the Beginning

LAYInG A FOunDATIOn  “This splendid gift . . . will strengthen 
Harvard university and enhance its ability to contribute to the coun-
try’s welfare,” Harvard university President James B. Conant told 
Littauer in accepting his $2 million gift. “I am sure that every year 
which passes will multiply the proofs of the far reaching effects of 
your benefaction.” Harvard men present at the dedication of the 
Littauer Building (from left): Dean John Williams; Abbott Lowell, 
Harvard university president 1909–1933; Leverett saltonstall,  
future governor and u.s. senator; Littauer; Conant; Charles Francis 
Adams iii, former u.s. secretary of the navy.
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alumni  Harvard Kennedy School has had siblings attend before. 
The school has seen spouses, partners, even fathers and sons (in  
the same year!). But five members of the same family? That honor 
appears to belong exclusively to the Rigas clan. Four siblings (Elaine 
mc/mpa 2004, Elias mc/mpa 2008, Michael mc/mpa 2005, and Nick 
mc/mpa 2010) and a wife/sister-in-law (Laura mc/mpa 2010, married 
to Michael) attended the school in the space of six years, making 
them a unique addition to the Kennedy School, and giving it a 
singular place in their family.

Taken as a whole it should not be surprising that they all attended 
the Kennedy School. The Rigas siblings (there are seven in all), whose 
parents were Greek immigrants, made education a priority while 

growing up in Boston. But individually, their paths to Harvard  
were very different. Their careers began in politics, human resources, 
technology, finance, and government. Some wanted to change  
career direction, others to better prepare themselves for a path 
already chosen.

“Everyone came to the school with a different professional 
background, but we all have a core appreciation for public service,” 
says Laura Keehner Rigas, who was press secretary at the U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security, where Elaine also worked.

Nick’s story illustrates the point. He had been working in the 
financial services sector for years, listening to his siblings sing the 

school’s praises and meeting their 
friends, and decided he wanted a 
career change. “I wanted to do 
something for the greater good,”  
he says. Now that he has been 

through the same experience, he shares that appreciation for hks.
Similarly, Michael parlayed his banking background into a  

career in public service, serving first as an appointee in the Bush 
administration and now as a political director for the Massachusetts 
Republican Party. Elaine’s background included a decade of private 
sector experience and a run for Boston City Council. And Elias came 
to the Kennedy School as an engineer at the U.S. Army Research  

Lab, where he continues to make an impact working to develop  
and field the latest technologies for U.S. soldiers.

Since their unique relationship with Harvard started (Peter was 
the pioneer, participating in a Harvard Business School program),  
the siblings have become close to Kennedy School faculty and staff 
members. They go on vacations with fellow alums, and classmates 
have been with them to celebrate important family milestones  
(like Michael and Laura’s wedding).

“hks is a family, it’s truly an extension of family.” Laura says.   
s rdo

sibling Revelry

“ we all have a core appreciation for public service.”
:: laura keehner rigas

r on the web
http://bit.ly/hks-sibling-revelry

From left to right: nick Rigas, 
Laura Keehner Rigas, Michael 
Rigas, Elias Rigas, Elaine Rigas, 
Peter Rigas

r on the web
http://bit.ly/hks-in-the-trenches

In the Trenches
faculty  “I’m not content with one perspective,” says Sarah Sewall  
hksee 1995, a Kennedy School lecturer in public policy. “I’ve always been 
interested in how positions can shift when you turn the kaleidoscope.” 

That approach works well when it comes to the intersecting issues of  
war and human rights that represent Sewall’s area of interest. Known for 
her ability to negotiate the delicate relationship between military and 
civilian concerns, she recently led a 40-member team in a study for U.S. 
Generals Stanley McChrystal and David Petraeus that examined the  
question of civilian harm in Afghanistan. 

“It was a fascinating experience to work in the 
field on questions that I had studied historically and 
conceptually,” says Sewall, who serves as director  
of the Program on National Security and Human 
Rights. “We also did some surveys at the training 
bases, and basically found a mismatch between the 
needs of the field and what the military institutions 
were providing.” 

On the day we speak, Sewall is preparing to 
welcome 35 military and State Department personnel 
from around the globe for a tabletop exercise  
developed for maro, the Mass Atrocity Response 
Operations project, which she founded in 2007. 
maro’s work realizes a long-standing goal of Sewall’s: 
As the first deputy assistant secretary for peace-
keeping and humanitarian assistance in the Clinton 
administration, she experienced “enormous frustra-
tion and sadness” in the face of the 1994 genocide in 
Rwanda and the ethnic cleansing in Bosnia. 

“I also had a keen awareness that even if there had 
been a political will to act, there was a real lack of 
understanding of what might be required,” Sewall 
adds. A partnership between the Carr Center for 
Human Rights Policy (where Sewall has served as 
faculty director) and the U.S. Army War College, 
maro aims to create doctrine that the military can 
use when responding to such crises in the future.

Sewall notes that Chris Taylor mpa 2008, ceo of 
Mission Essential Personnel, designed the maro 
tabletop exercise on a pro bono basis. “It is such a joy 
to continue working with alumni on issues in the real 
world that you studied and debated together when 
they were students,” she says. In the classroom, Sewall 
often calls on the same skills she uses in her work with the U.S. military: 
framing a situation and then creating a vocabulary and context for 

collaboration and problem solving.  
Her course “American Warfare and the 
Humanitarian Ethic” draws a variety  
of students, some with a military 
background, some without. 

“I call it my Oprah class because it’s so lively and intense,” 
she says of the course, which examines the purposes and 
legality of war. “The challenge is to harness the incredible 
energy that makes the students so committed to the work in 
question and construct a dialogue that is mutually elevating 
and edifying.”

While she acknowledges that the military’s upper ranks  
are male-dominated, Sewall, the mother of four girls, down-

plays the significance of bringing a female perspective to the 
table. “To me, gender is less important than a willingness to 
tolerate the grayness and multiplicity of objectives that ulti-
mately frame the use of violence,” she remarks. That unbiased 
tolerance makes Sewall an essential and sought-after ally in  
the ambiguous zones of modern warfare.  s jh

sKILLED nEGOTIATOR  
sarah sewall works at the intersection of war and human rights
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In 1983, when Ray Kelly mc/mpa 1984 entered the Kennedy 
School’s Mid-Career Program as a New York City police 
captain, police officers were something of a rarity at the 
school. But in the past 30 years, officers from the country’s 
most famous police department have become commonplace.  
Each year, one or two leave their posts and head north.  
Many describe it as one of the best years of their lives.

By the time they arrive at the school, they have spent  
years on the job, rising through the ranks in precincts and 

units throughout the organization, as street cops, precinct 
commanders, undercovers, and detectives, in the organized 
crime control bureau, special operations division, and 
intelligence division. Many already hold advanced degrees. 

They are an elite group within an elite police department.  
The oldest and largest municipal police force in the United 
States, the nypd today employs more than 37,000 police  
officers. The country’s second largest — the Chicago Police 
Department — has just over one-third that number. 

by sarah abrams  photography by mark ostowcrimson
17
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Kennedy School lecturer Frank Hartmann, who for more than  

20 years was executive director of the Program in Criminal Justice 
Policy and Management and who has taught many of the nypd 
students, says the officers bring a unique perspective to the class- 
room. “These students have a wonderful balance of reality and  
aspiration,” he says. “They are invariably thoughtful and they both 
ground and inspire the other students.”

Christine Cole mc/mpa 2001, current executive director of the 
Program in Criminal Justice Policy and Management agrees: “They 
bring the confidence and the experience to be able to be great 
contributors in class and raise the mantle of the importance of 
understanding criminal justice as a key component of government.”

Hartmann praises the nypd for its strategic, forward-thinking 
management style in providing officers with the opportunity to 
spend a year pursuing advanced training. Departments from around 
the world send police officers to the school, but the nypd has  
sent far greater numbers. “It is rare for other departments to do  
this,” says Hartmann. While this is partly because of the department’s 
size and resources, he says, it also reflects an enlightened approach  
to management. 

From his office at police headquarters at One Police Plaza, Kelly 
describes the value of the Kennedy School degree to the department. 

Deputy Chief Kevin Ward  
mc/mpa 2004 has served as  
a patrol cop, in the detective 
bureau, internal affairs, and  
as commanding officer on 
manhattan’s Lower East side. 
ward now assists Chief anthony 
Izzo at the organized Crime 
Control bureau (occb), which 
oversees the narcotics, vice, 
auto crime, firearms, and  
gang divisions.

Deputy Chief Steven Bonano  
mc/mpa 2009 says one of the most 
important lessons he learned at  
the kennedy school was how to 
listen — “to just sit back and let people 
speak” — something, he says, that can 
be a challenge to implement. “I’ve 
learned that when someone voices 
their opinion about something, don’t 
just discount it as if they don’t know 
what they’re talking about. If you give 
it a little time, you start to realize that, 
one, they’re very passionate about 
what their thoughts are and, two, if  
I understand where they’re coming 
from, it makes all the sense in the 
world. It may not make sense, say, 
from my police point of view, but if  
I was walking in their shoes, yeah,  
I’d think the same way.”

Deputy Inspector Robert Harnischfeger  
mc/mpa 2002, who represents the nypd at the  
city’s office of Emergency management, says his  
year at the kennedy school was memorable for both 
the experience and the timing. he had been in 
Cambridge for less than two months when New york 

“Policing can be an insulating experience,” he says. “We want to  
take our managers and future leaders out of the realm of everyday 
policing and expose them beyond the police department. It develops 
them for future assignments.”

For Kelly, those assignments led to the top of the nypd. He is  
the department’s longest-serving commissioner since Governor 
Theodore Roosevelt created the position more than a century ago, 
and he is the only one to hold the office twice (he first served as 
commissioner from 1992 to 1994). Now in the 10th year of his second 
term, he has dramatically reshaped the department, building a 
counter-terrorism operation that before 9/11 had approximately  
two-dozen officers into one that today has more than 1,000. He has  
overseen the implementation and expansion of CompStat, a highly 
regarded accountability process that has been replicated throughout 
the country, and instituted the Real Time Crime Center, a depart-
ment-wide system for responding to crises. Says Hartmann of Kelly: 

“He is uniquely equipped to lead the department.”

ccoRding to Kelly, the school offers the officers new ways 
of approaching problems. “It makes you value discussion as  
a more collaborative way of doing business,” an approach,  

he says, that does not come naturally to policing. “This business is  
a hierarchical business,” he says. “The Harvard approach is more  
open and about working on problems as a team. Even as you go up  
a rank, as a sergeant, you’re not working with other sergeants.” 

As a student, Captain Brandon del Pozo mc/mpa 2004, 
commanding officer at the 50th precinct in the Bronx, marveled  
at that approach when he watched two other students — an Israeli 
diplomat and a Palestinian government official — debate the security 
fence and wall around the West Bank. “To the observer, you would  
say there’s no way these people could have a civil conversation and 
there’s no way they could find common ground,” says del Pozo. “To 
understand that it’s possible, you need to really commit yourself to 
gaining an in-depth understanding, rather than a superficial under-
standing, and I think what the Kennedy School encourages is to take 
a very long, sophisticated view toward politics at every level.”

Former Deputy Chief James McShane mc/mpa 1992, vice presi-
dent for public safety at Columbia University, remembers that his 
core assumptions were challenged in an economics class when he  
was grouped with students from non-capitalist countries. “That’s  
the kind of experience,” he says, “that can make you see things in a 
different light.”

“That change in perspective is subtle but real,” Kelly says. “You are 
taking the lessons and, depending on where you are in this organiza-
tion, helping people manage this big, complex organization in the 
most diverse city in the world.” 

The advantages of the officers’ presence at the school work both 
ways, says Cole, who served for many years in local government.  
The officers’ breadth of experience offers their fellow students impor-
tant learning opportunities. “Criminal justice policy and manage-
ment tends to be the biggest part of state and local budgets, so when 
we think about training future leaders in public service — future city 
managers, governors, and legislators, and for our international 
students, leaders of their countries — the more opportunity we have 
to help them understand the role and complex policies of criminal 
justice, the better we serve our future leaders.” 

Like all degree program students, the officers must fulfill program 
requirements but are otherwise free to choose courses according to 
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City was attacked on 9/11. “being a lifelong resident 
of New york and a New york City cop, not being there 
was torturous,” he remembers. Upon his return, 
everything had changed. “In June 2002, I came back 
to a different city, a different department, a different 
rank, and a different assignment.”

Previous page, front row, seated, left to right: Sergeant Timothy Malin mc/mpa 2010, 
Captain Edward Carrasco mc/mpa 2010, Inspector Terrence Riley mc/mpa 2004,  
Deputy Chief Steven Bonano mc/mpa 2009.

Back row, left to right: lieutenant francis Spangenberg mc/mpa 2005 (seated),  
Deputy Inspector frank Dwyer mc/mpa 1993, lieutenant Thomas levanti mc/mpa 2006, 
Deputy Chief Kevin ward mc/mpa 2004, Captain Brandon del Pozo mc/mpa 2004,  
Robert harnischfeger mc/mpa 2002, Captain Dan Sosnowik mc/mpa 1998,  
Commissioner Raymond Kelly mc/mpa 1984. 
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weekends at home in New York. Many note that the friendships they 
made were as important as what they learned in class. “I feel comfort-
able reaching out to any of my classmates no matter where they 
work,” says Riley. “I’m certain I’ll get a response.” 

The criminal justice program, says Cole, offers these students a 
home at the school, where police officers from both nypd and other 
departments around the world can learn about university-wide  
criminal justice-related classes, events, and speakers. The program 
also provides them with access to high-level practitioners. Lieutenant 
Ron Wilhelmy mc/mpa 2011 helped Cole organize the National Police 
Executive Session held on campus in January.

Several sources of financial support help the officers cover the 
costs of their year at the school. The New York City Police Founda-
tion offers funding, and in 2003 the Kennedy School established the 
New York City Firefighters, Police, and Emergency Workers Public 
Service Fellowship to honor those first responders who died in the 
9/11 attacks. Thus far, the fellowship has been awarded to eight first 
responders. Additionally, last year the Harvard Club of New York 
(hcny) established the hcny Foundation Fellowship.

Through the years, Commissioner Kelly’s ties to the school have 
remained strong. In April, he will speak at the Harvard Club of  
New York to recognize the club’s fellowship, at an event hosted by 
Dean David Ellwood.

“As society has become a lot more diverse, the school has proven 
itself to be flexible to adjusting to the times,” says Kelly. “While the 
school is a bastion of public policy principles that stand the test of 
time, it also reflects the changes that are going on throughout the 
world. The Kennedy School is great.”  s

Just halfway through the year, current students 
Captain Jack Jaskaran mc/mpa 2011 and 
Lieutenant Ron Wilhelmy mc/mpa 2011 are 
enjoying the opportunity to meet people from all 
over the world. “I meet people I would never have 
had the chance to meet before,” says wilhelmy. 
“here we’re not caught in the weeds — we get to 
see the larger picture,” says Jaskaran.

as commanding officer of the resource 
analysis section in the office of management 
analysis and planning, Inspector  
terrence Riley mc/mpa 2004 interacts 
with the New york City hall staff. “the way  
I’m able to interact with my colleagues over  
at City hall, certainly the kennedy school 
lessons are applicable there. being able to 
reach out to the deep well of people who are 
out there for assistance when you need 
advice. and of course it means a lot to say  
you came from the kennedy school.”

“W
Captain Brandon del Pozo mc/mpa 2004, commanding officer at the 
bronx’s 50th precinct, says it was his kennedy school training that led to the 
assignment he received soon after graduation as nypd intelligence liaison to 
the arab middle East in amman, Jordan. It was one of the most eye-opening 
and rewarding experiences of his life, del pozo says. “you’re 5,000 miles from 

your supervisors and you’re trusted to interact with different people and  
countries and different positions. I can’t help but think that my time at the 
kennedy school was one of the reasons I was able to go. I had no special 
background in intelligence. I had 10 years as a cop, a few years as a soldier, 
and thanks to the police department, a great graduate education.”

NY 
PD cr
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s
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their interests. Some enroll in criminal justice-related classes,  
while others cast a wider net, enrolling in philosophy, economics, 
Web-design, and education courses, cross-registering at other  
schools within the university. 

Deputy Chief Kevin Ward mc/mpa 2004, who serves in the 
Organized Crime and Control Bureau (occb), which oversees  
the narcotics, vice, auto crime, firearms and gang divisions, says  
the school helped him to sharpen his ability to tackle problems.  
“I learned how to think more concisely and to always attack a 
problem by getting as much information as possible,” he says.  
“It made me a much better writer. Identify the issue, apply the facts, 

develop a plan, and evaluate your plan. Get right to the point.” 

HAt neW yoRK iS doing is extraordinary,” Cole continues. 
“It’s an appreciation that the school not only gives you skills, 
but it also exposes you to different kinds of thinking. Not  

only does the nypd get a skilled person back, but also someone who’s 
had exposure to policing in another part of the world. You don’t learn 
about international policing in America without coming to a place 
like this. The nypd students may have a class colleague in India or 
Pakistan or Australia or Azerbaijan or Israel or Denver.” This year,  
five police officers from Pakistan and two from India are enrolled  
in the Mid-Career program. 

In 2006, del Pozo learned the importance of such relationships 
during an assignment as intelligence liaison abroad. When terrorists 
blew up six commuter trains along Mumbai’s transit system,  
killing 150 passengers and injuring more than 400 people, del Pozo 
immediately contacted former police executive classmates from India 
who gave him entree to Indian law enforcement. “Thanks to those 
contacts, I was on the ground in Mumbai in about 48 hours and  
soon sending very detailed reports back to New York City.”

The officers also value the importance of their exposure to visiting 
world figures who appear at the school’s seminars, lectures, and the 
Forum. McShane remembers arriving at the school in 1991  
at the height of the presidential campaign, surprised and delighted  
by the proximity he had to the candidates. “The parade of people 
who passed through the Forum was phenomenal,” he says, from 
world leaders such as Mikhail Gorbachev, who spoke at the school 
soon after the collapse of the Soviet Union, to filmmaker Oliver 
Stone, who had just released jfk. 

This exposure is what many regard as the school’s “sixth course.” 
Says Deputy Inspector Robert Harnischfeger mc/mpa 2002: “The 
speakers in the Forum and the brown bags gave me such an inter-
esting perspective. It was a whole other influence.” His year at the 
school allowed him to reassess and enhance his skills. “It was helpful 
on a couple of different levels,” he says. “It allowed me to hone basic 
communication and negotiation skills, but also explore and enhance 
more specialized skills, such as law enforcement, criminal justice,  

and counter-terrorism.” 

eSPite tHeiR numeRouS AccomPliSHmentS, some 
say they were initially intimidated by coming to Harvard, 
worried they might not belong. nypd Inspector Terrence 

Riley mc/mpa 2004 remembers the first day of the summer program 
when the Mid-Career class was assured during welcoming remarks 
that the school didn’t make a mistake. Says Riley: “I didn’t miss a  
step after that.” 

Those with families sometimes bring them along for the year, 
enrolling children in local schools, while others might spend  



22

last summer, when a pastor from the 

small Christian Dove World Outreach 

Center in Gainesville, Florida, announced 

his plans to commemorate the ninth  

anniversary of the 9/11 attacks by burning 

copies of the Koran, the media covered  

the controversy breathlessly. Among the 

threats and counter-threats, appeals by 

politicians, and denunciations by religious 

leaders, commentators 

saw a parable of the coun-

try’s religious extremism 

and intolerance. v But 

the story, argues Robert 

Putnam, Peter and Isabel 

Malkin Professor of Pub- 

lic Policy, was illustrative 

of religion in America in  

a very different way. v 
“It was news because the whole idea that 

anybody would symbolically trash some-

body else’s religion is very unusual here,” 

Putnam says. “And that’s the story.  

The real story is we are a very religious 

country. We are a very diverse country 

religiously. And most places that are very 

religious and very diverse also have high 

indices of mayhem. Belfast or Beirut, 

by RobeRt o’Neill  illustRatioN by scott mckoweN

Bombay or Baghdad or Bosnia. America 

turns out to be able to develop a more 

capacious sense of identity — one that 

encompasses a larger and larger number  

of groups. We are basically more comfort-

able with differences than many other  

societies. That’s what we mean by the term 

‘American grace.’” v American Grace:  

How Religion Divides Us and Unites Us  

is the name of Putnam’s 

latest book, coauthored 

with David Campbell,  

a political science profes- 

sor at Notre Dame. v  

It charts the role of reli-

gion in the country’s 

growing polarization, as 

it became more closely 

aligned than ever before 

with a specific political outlook, and as 

secularism and Christian conservatism 

pushed each other ever further apart.  

But the book also finds redemption in  

the form of a remarkable religious open-

ness, fostered by social networks that put 

Americans in contact with people of  

other faiths and by a perhaps uniquely 

American spiritual generosity. v

harvard kennedy school  23

how america can pray
together without
being torn apart

A matter of 
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Studying religion’s role in American life fits naturally into the work on 
community to which Putnam has devoted much of his career. But it can trace 
its roots more precisely to his work on Bowling Alone, the seminal work from 
the 1990s that showed how Americans were doing fewer things together,  
whose title became shorthand for the complicated phenomenon of a fraying 
social fabric.

“When we were finishing Bowling Alone, we realized that as a rough rule  
of thumb, about half of all social capital in America is religious,” says Putnam, 
referring to a concept that describes connections between people; one that he 
helped popularize. “Half of all volunteering is religious, half of all philanthropy 
is religious, half of all the groups that people belong to are religious. We 
decided that we ought to look more at that side of the social capital ledger.” 

The Faith Matters surveys, which the authors describe as among the most 
thorough on Americans’ civil and religious lives, were conducted separately  
in 2006 and 2007, canvassing thousands of respondents across the country.  
The surveys allowed researchers to follow up with original respondents after  
an interval of nearly a year and were designed to further explore questions 
asked in studies conducted decades earlier. The book also includes in-depth 
profiles of congregations across the country, ranging from an Episcopal church 
in suburban Boston to a Mormon congregation in Utah, from a synagogue 
outside Chicago to an Orange County megachurch. The data help depict a 
uniquely American patchwork of traditions and attitudes, but perhaps more 
important, Putnam and Campbell place the cultural tumult of the past half 
century in a comprehensible narrative.

v the book starts, chronologically speaking, after World War ii. 
Church attendance had soared as returning gis settled into their domestic  
lives and as the Cold War fostered an appreciation for traditional values, 
including religion. “For many of the families now packing the pews, religious 
attendance was less an act of piety than an act of civic duty, like joining the  
pta or Rotary,” the authors write. 

Then the 1960s changed everything. The great bulge of the baby boom 
generation was reaching young adulthood amid political unrest and assassina-
tions, the Vietnam War, unprecedented affluence and access to higher educa-
tion, the civil rights movement, and, of course, “sex, drugs and rock’n’roll.”  
The share of Americans who believed that premarital sex was “not wrong” 
went from 24 percent in 1969 to 47 percent in 1973 (and kept rising, reaching  
62 percent in 1982). These revolutionary attitudes on sexual morality, as much 
as anything else, had a far-reaching impact on religion in America.

Religion, like so many other institutions in the ’60s, was being transformed 
by the change around it. The share of Americans who said religion was “very 
important” to them had fallen from 75 percent in 1952 to 52 percent by 1978.

The ’60s earthquake would be followed by what Putnam and Campbell 
describe as two aftershocks: the first, a reaction to the decade’s religious and 
moral changes; the second, a reaction to the reaction.

The election in 1976 of Jimmy Carter, the first born-again president, was  
an indicator of the first reaction. Americans were taking to the pews again,  
but how often they were going mattered less than where they were going. 
During the 1970s and 1980s, Americans who were religiously and politically 
conservative “swelled the ranks of both evangelical Protestant denominations 
and of the rapidly growing evangelical megachurches that disavowed denomi-
nations and termed themselves simply ‘Christian,’” the authors write. And  
then came the “God gap.”

Up until the 1970s, it was not difficult to find a churchgoing progressive 
Democrat or a secular conservative Republican. A decade later, they would be 

rare indeed. This was one of the authors’ most startling findings, 
Putnam says. Americans, it seemed, were changing their religion 
to fit their politics.

“I couldn’t believe that people would put the fate of their 
eternal soul at risk over how they felt about a politician,” Putnam 
says. The authors found that unchurched conservatives would  
go to church to be closer to people with similar views, while 
liberals would leave a congregation if they found themselves in  
the midst of a lot of conservatives. But that link between religion 
and politics did not happen by accident.

“The best predictor about who was going to church in the 
1960s was how you felt about premarital sex,” Putnam says. “That 
fundamental concern about sexual morality was the core issue of 
the 1960s in America. In the early 1980s, Republican leaders chose 
to define very clearly a conservative position on that issue as a  
way of splitting the Democratic majority. It suddenly twisted the 
polarization of parties so that there was a connection between 
abortion and party politics. It’s been true for the past 30 years.  
So we take it for granted, but as recently as the late 1970s, the 
Democrats were actually more pro-life than Republicans. The 
decision to turn this into a polarizing force in American life was  
a strategic calculation by political leaders to make that an issue.”

The second aftershock was a reaction to that polarization.  
The alignment between religion and conservative politics created 
a backlash, with growing numbers of Americans disapproving of 
religious influence on government. This coincided with a growing 
movement, especially among young people, away from religion.

The number of Americans who identify with one religion or 
another has traditionally been extremely high. In the 1950s, only  
3 to 5 percent of respondents to national surveys on religion  
said they had no religion in particular or “none.” The percentage 
of “nones” remained roughly unchanged through the 1990s,  
but then they began to increase dramatically, reaching about  
17 percent by the time of the Faith Matters surveys. Among  
those who reached adulthood in the 2000s, the number is above  
25 percent. (Significantly, though, they resist being labeled  
atheists.) That has a potentially huge political significance, with 
young people taking new positions on traditional wedge issues,  
especially homosexuality.

“Just as the political leadership and the leadership of the 
conservative evangelical churches in America were taking a zig  
to the right on that issue — homosexuality — younger American 
voters were taking a zag to the left,” Putnam says. “And that  
means that both the Republican Party and the evangelical church 
are on the verge of alienating a large swath of the next generation  
of the electorate.”

v with so much polarization and politicization,  
religion in America would appear to be headed toward a fractious 
and factionalist future. But it is not. Perhaps a finding from the 
book illustrates why.

The authors write, “In the Faith Matters survey we asked: ‘Can 
a person who is not of your faith go to heaven or attain salvation, 
or not?’ A whopping 89 percent of Americans believe that heaven 
is not reserved for those who share their religious faith.” This can 

be explained by the sociological concept of bridging, or by the rela-
tively simpler idea, developed by Putnam and Campbell, of “Aunt 
Susan” — someone dear to us who is from another religious tradition.

“All of us have Catholic Aunt Susans or evangelical Aunt Susans,” 
Putnam says. “That is someone we know and love, but they’re in that 
other religion from us. Our religion teaches us that maybe she’s not 
going to make it to heaven, but I know Aunt Susan and people like 
her are going to make it to heaven.”

The proportion of Americans who believe people of other 
religions will go to heaven drops when respondents are specifically 
asked about non-Christians. But in a country where so many believe 
in the literal reading of the Bible, which takes a fairly incontrovertible 
position on non-Christians’ prospects for salvation, that position  
is remarkable. And it leads to another point.

On a “feeling thermometer” devised by the authors, members  
of religious groups were asked to record their feelings toward other  
religious groups. Catholics and Jews scored highest — that is, were 
viewed most favorably by other religious groups — while Mormons, 
Buddhists, and Muslims scored lowest (in that order). This may  
be taken to mean that certain groups have found no room in the  
country’s Judeo-Christian tradition and are destined to live outside 
America’s religious tent. But Putnam does not see it that way. 
Catholics and Jews were viewed with open scorn 150 years ago.  
Now they are seen as mainstream and integrated.

“We don’t have Mormon Aunt Susans or Muslim Aunt Susans  
or Buddhist Aunt Susans yet,” Putnam says. “But if you play the  
story forward and you continue to have large numbers of ordinary 
Muslims or Buddhists, I think the story is very, very likely to be the 
same as for Catholics and Jews.”

v “flux is a constant in american religion,” 
Putnam and Campbell write. What may seem like a tumultuous 
period in the country’s religious life is, in fact, just one more chapter 
in its unique religious story. But the situation nonetheless seems 
precariously balanced, raising the question: Which way forward?

In the 19th century, Protestant ministers and Catholic priests, 
faced by the vastness of the American frontier and the difficulty of 
reaching their flocks, devised the chapel car — a train car remade into 
a mini church that traveled on the railways from town to town.

Today, especially with the growing pool of “young nones,” compe-
tition for souls is pushing religion into equally innovative thinking. 
The authors found online churches, such as LifeChurch.tv, and huge 
megachurches that resemble shopping malls, with sermons piped 
throughout the “campuses” on loudspeakers and available immedi-
ately afterward as podcasts.

Whatever the future, religion will continue to be a central feature 
of the country’s communal life. And that communal life is what, in 
large part, has driven Putnam’s work for so long.

“For a long time, “ he says, “really for much of my academic  
career, I’ve been interested in studying scientifically something that  
I personally feel the importance of — that is, community, a sense  
of connection with your friends, the people you’re around, your 
family. I do think that we’re living through a period in which we’ve 
become less connected to one another, and I’d like to contribute in 
what way I can to that discussion.”  s
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Steve Grove mpp 2006 also see an almost 
endless upside to the new forms of doing news. 
“It’s like nothing that newspapers or magazines 
or radio or TV was ever able to do alone —  
it has so many more dimensions and so much 
more potential for depth,”says Jones. And 
Grove, who’s reinventing the nature of news 
almost daily as director of political coverage  
for YouTube, doesn’t take long to come up  
with a jaw-dropping example that supports  
his confidence in a bright future for jour-
nalism: “We worked with Al Jazeera in Iraq  
to solicit videos from Iraqis at polling places 
during their March elections.”

“Knowing that no matter what your view- 
point is, or what you think about an issue, you 
have the opportunity to tell a global audience 
with the simple click of a few buttons is an 
incredibly empowering thing,” Grove says.

Leading lights who attended the school at 
perhaps journalism’s darkest hour several years 
ago keep in touch and now see green shoots of 
creativity and possibility springing up in the 
charred landscape of the old print journalism. 

Grove acknowledges the downside, or at 
least the challenge, of an information culture  
in which, for example, “we see 24 hours’  
worth of video uploaded a minute.” That 
echoes the personal stress all journalists feel as 
they compete in today’s hyperconnected, 24/7 
news environment. But Grove and most of  
his Kennedy School colleagues say the industry 
is figuring out how to handle this torrent of 

Kaj Larsen mpp 2007 of cnn was off to cover  
the floods in Pakistan last fall. As a seasoned vet of 
international coverage, he knew he should pack only 
the necessities to get the story and tell it well.
“Two iridium phones, two macbook pros, one 3g wifi repeater, two 
adapters, one gps, one Suunto watch with gps and compass, two hard 
drives, two video cameras, one GoPro hd camera, one bgan satellite 
transmitter, two iphone 4s, one Flip camera, five sd cards, two power 
strips, and two digital still cameras” were the essentials he inventoried 
on his cnn blog.

Tweeting and vlogging and flipcamming their way through a new era in 
journalism, Kennedy School alumni find themselves trying to figure out 
how to honor the industry’s best traditions while accommodating new, 
sometimes unattractive, imperatives — and how to solve the dilemma 
amid constant and painful reinvention.

Print institutions large and small are in decline or even gone altogether, 
as advertising dollars vanish; ad revenues fell 43 percent at U.S. news- 
papers from 2007 to 2009, according to the Pew Project on Excellence in 
Journalism. Foreign bureaus and statehouse bureaus are a thing of the 
past at too many once-great papers. 

Newspapers have shrunk their page size, their print runs, and, most 
important, their staffs; full-time employment at U.S. newspapers  
dropped 25 percent in just the three years ending in 2009, Pew found.  
The circulation of daily papers, still the mainstay of public-affairs 

news gathering, fell by more than 10 million 
from 1990 to 2008, and 10 percent more in 
2009 alone.

That contraction is somewhat offset by the 
emergence of (literally) a million blogs and 
a plethora of discussion- and opinion-based 
vehicles, especially on cable, which saw news 
viewership double from 1998 to 2008 and the 
number of cable networks soar to 280. But the 
new forms of public discourse tend to favor 
participation and interaction, not reflection  
or fairness.

Arlyn Gajilan mc/mpa 2004 sums up the 
past 15 roiling years: “The way I practice jour-
nalism has completely changed, and the finan-
cial well-being of the institutions I’ve worked 
for has completely changed.” Readying the 
launch of an online business and management 
journal — for a consulting group, not a tradi-
tional news organization — this alumna of 
both Newsweek and Time voices the near-
universal concern that the changes are not  
for the better. “I’m worried about the rise of 
the blog, about near-journalism that gets 
confused with real journalism,” she says.

Alex Jones, director of the Shorenstein 
Center on the Press, Politics and Public Policy, 
agrees: “The culture of the Web is one that’s 
primarily focused on ‘You’ve got to entertain 
me.’ What’s that going to do to a broad under-
standing of what the factual nature of reality is 
for people to make judgments and decisions 
on?” Yet Jones and alumni such as YouTube’s 

by CrAiG SANdlEr mc/mpa 2000
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material and also how to resolve what  
some feared just a few years ago might be 
terminal difficulties for quality journalism. 

Grove epitomizes the odd, powerful 
directions in which modern journalism is 
veering — not least tellingly in his descrip-
tion of himself as a “former journalist.” 
Most people would agree  that  if you’ve 
interviewed Bill Clinton recently and your 
job title is director of news and politics, 
you’re a journalist. And that is Grove’s title 
with YouTube. Yet “former” he uses, after 
stretches reporting for The Boston Globe and 
abc News, because what he’s really doing is 
convening the input of users, usually biased, 
often scathing, almost always heartfelt.

That sums up the contradiction with 
which the industry is grappling. What’s 
rewarded and respected now is not always 
what has traditionally been recognized  
as valuable. When everyone is a content 

very much driven by clicks and eyes on the 
page. There’s a temptation there to sensa-
tionalize or sex up the story just to get read-
ership. I’ve seen that increase.” Knickmeyer 
left The Washington Post to attend the 
Kennedy School, to some extent fleeing the 
financial implosion of the 2000s. She’s a 
foreign policy researcher now, focusing on 
Yemen, and a freelancer for The Daily Beast, 
foreignpolicy.com and others.

From London, James Crabtree mpp 2006 
of the Financial Times says, “I think in the 
age of the Internet, journalists have to be 
more productive than they ever used to be.” 
“A newspaper has to produce an old-fash-
ioned newspaper that’s better than it used  
to be as well as put out a Web site. So it 
follows that journalists are having to work 
harder to earn their keep.” 

Karl Bostic mpa 1990 says he’s lucky to  
be a producer at the network that has most 
successfully gone multi-platform: nbc, 
which long ago teamed with Microsoft to 
form msnbc and inform the msn digital 
gateway. “They have so many different ways 
of distributing the content,” he says. And 
that content is produced in more ways  
than ever: “When we go out in Afghanistan, 
we don’t bring satellite trucks. We use 
laptops, which we certainly didn’t do  
when I was at the Kennedy School. And  
they expect one person to be doing three 
dif fer ent things. They expect a producer  
to be able to write and shoot and edit —  
both a video and a blog.” Bostic calls  
himself a DJ, but it has nothing to do  
with music — he’s a digital journalist.

Dugald McConnell mc/mpa 2003 of  
cnn says good reporters like their new roles. 
“It allows for the kind of one-man-band 
assignments that I think are a lot of fun. 
The individuals involved get the benefit of 
working alone and having autonomy. But 
there are fewer people involved in checking 
the work. It’s got both risk and reward.”

That led Kaj Larsen to blog the instru-
ments of such a one-man band as he 
departed in September to cover the floods. 
“I think I used 99 percent of that equipment 
in Pakistan,” Larsen recalls. “We’re just so 
hyperconnected now, and if you’re not 
speaking on all platforms, you’re mute to  
a certain audience.” 

But amid the explosion in the number of 
ways to speak, is the quality of what’s being 

said — the coverage — rising or falling?  
“If anything, the multiplicity of news outlets 
is making it more possible to get the infor-
mation people need to make good deci-
sions,” McConnell says. “The question is 
whether it’s getting hard to find. In the  
past, the newspaper or TV came to your 
home — it was a matter of it finding you 
instead of you having to go and find it.”

And what’s next? McConnell flashes an 
old-fashioned competitive streak. “I wish  
I knew, so I could get out in front of it.”

Karim Bardeesy mpp 2008 began his 
journalism career trained in what’s next.  
He received a News21 internship through 
the Kennedy School, and soon was experi-
menting with projects in convergence —  
combining the strengths of different media 
for the kind of unprecedented richness  
Alex Jones lauds. “Shoot a video, put  
it on a map, and put it online” is what it 
comes down to for Bardeesy. With the  
addition of print and photos, he and his 
colleagues were able to infuse incredible 
depth and color into their exploration of 
U.S. lawmakers who were immigrants or 
from minority-religion backgrounds.

From Cambridge, he landed a job with 
Slate.com’s former business-coverage site, 
Big Money, and worked there until his visa 
expired and his wife got a good job back  
in Canada. 

Now Big Money is offline, its disappear-
ance a telling example of the kind of 
continual churn today’s newspeople must 
tolerate, and Bardeesy’s an editorial writer 
at the Toronto Globe and Mail. But don’t 
think tweedy meditation. He produces items 
like the paper’s “rapid response editorial”  
to the Chinese activist Liu Xiaobo being 
awarded the Nobel Prize; it appeared hours 
after the award was announced. The paper 
still produces coveted endorsements at elec-
tion time, but this year, they were tweeted 
before appearing in any other form. 

Michael Falcone mpp 2008 heads The 
Note, abc.com’s well-regarded political 
blog/tipsheet. He describes his career as a 
short, strange trip though the transforma-
tion of the industry.

“We were still largely thinking about our 
college newspaper as a newspaper” when  
he was at ucla, Falcone says. “We even had 
someone who would paste together pages 
and take them to a printer the old-fashioned 

way. We quickly started focusing on 
build ing a Web site, and that was sort of  
the end of the era of really traditional  
newspapers. Right after that, there was  
no going back. 

“I remember the angst I felt taking a job 
with the word ‘blogger’ attached, even at 
The New York Times. What was a blogger? 
What do they do? There were still so many 
questions, and the big one was where it fit 
with the definition of a journalist.”

Now, says Falcone — and many of his 
peers agree — the answers are making them-
selves clear. Traditional venues are finding 
space on their sites for blogs, user-generated 
content, and social media to coexist with 
more conventional, and deeply reported, 
coverage by newsroom pros. Nonprofit 
enterprises such as propublica.com, texas-
tribune.com, and voiceofsanfrancisco.org 
are beginning to fill the quality and local-
coverage gaps left by the financial mael-
strom of the past few years. 

Says Falcone: “At the Kennedy School, 
there were lots and lots of very worried 
people asking, ‘Is this the end of the news 
business as we know it?’ They were impor-
tant to have, but from where I stand now, 
some of those questions have begun to sort 
themselves out naturally. We’re beginning  
to see a world where traditional media  
really don’t think of themselves as tradi-
tional media anymore, and there’s really  
a healthy convergence between some of  
the traditional outlets and some of the  
start-up sites.”

Amid this mix of worry and hope, the 
Shorenstein Center is out to help alumni, 
and the industry as a whole, preserve what 
director Jones describes as the “iron core”  
of the fact-based, balanced, deeply reported 
journalism on which a healthy democracy 
depends. It’s clear he’s fighting to preserve 
another iron core, too — a philosophical 
one, the kind of mentality that was always 
summed up in the best newsrooms as  
“Get it first, but first get it right.” 

“The Web is by its nature in confronta-
tion with some of the traditional values that 
I believe in — values like accuracy,” says 
Jones, whose 2009 book Losing the News has 
been praised for its clear definition of the 
issues threatening quality journalism in the 
digital age. “The Web values speed. Accuracy 
is second. The Web values voice and sort  

of edgy entertainment value as opposed  
to fairness and balance. How do you keep 
those values alive in a Web culture? That’s 
some of what we’re focusing on.”

The center is building part of its 
response on the Web itself. Journalist’s 
Resource, conceived in large part by  
Bradlee Professor of Government and the 
Press Thomas Patterson and nurtured by 
“everyone here at the center,” seeks to 
“marry journalism to the most authorita- 
tive knowledge base,” says Jones. “We are  
at the intersection of where the academy 
and journalism come together.”

The site provides access to reliable, 
timely research on topics from climate 
change to age discrimination. And it 
contains robust support for instructors at 
journalism schools to foster an awareness  
in young reporters of the best way to do 
their legwork digitally, “to inform them-
selves using the best kind of information 
rather than just going online and seeing 
what turns up, which may well come from 
advocacy groups or interested parties,”  
Jones says.

Shorenstein Center Web journalist 
Leighton Klein, who organizes the center’s 
online research content, thinks Journalist’s 
Resource will grow into a beacon of facts in 
the sea of opinion now presenting itself as 
news. “We want to say, to young reporters 
especially, no, that is not the news,” Klein 
says. “Opinion is entertaining, but the news 
is facts.”

Patterson makes clear that Journalist’s 
Resource is not so much about building a 
Web site as pursuing a strategy.

“What we’re trying to do is adjust the 
way journalists-in-training internalize that 
in addition to their primary methods — the 
interview and basic fact checks  — they can 
and should be seeking out expert knowl-
edge, reliable information that they bring to 
their stories,” he says. “It’s not only about 
training in new platforms. We need to show 
journalists-in-training how to do more than 
‘he-said-she-said’ examination of issues.”

Structure for the effort is provided by 
the Kennedy School’s involvement in the 
Carnegie-Knight Initiative, which links 
Shorenstein to 11 journalism schools nation-
wide. “The idea is to connect journalism 
education more closely to the academy, to 
look at journalism as a knowledge profes-

sion,” Patterson says. “Unlike law, jour-
nalism lacks its own knowledge base.”  
The time has come, he says, to create one.

Says Jones: “We’re trying to shape the 
future of the media in a very positive and 
responsible way, but also one that recog-
nizes we’re in the middle of a revolution.” 

From ground zero of that revolution, 
Nick Grudin mpp 2006 of Facebook says the 
old authorities are actually more vital than 
ever in a world of new and social media —  
and that the new forms can and will be the 
salvation of the old institutions. 

Grudin says he’s linked in, so to speak, to 
a constellation of alumni sharing the energy 
of a new era as they create it: from Connolly 
at the bbc to Crabtree at the Financial Times 
to Grove (who gave the “best man speech” 
at Grudin’s wedding). Back in Cambridge, 
Jones (who was Grudin’s Policy Analysis 
Exercise advisor), will continue leading the 
effort to preserve the best of the old ways 
amid the best of the new. 

Grudin’s hopeful. “If we were moving  
to a world where it was all user-generated 
content, I’d be very concerned,” he says. 
“But I don’t see that happening. No one’s 
seriously saying we don’t need the editors  
of The New York Times. In fact, I think the 
journalistic and editorial expertise of The 
New York Times or The Wall Street Journal  
is more important than ever because there’s 
more information to filter. And news 
producers and users have never had better 
opportunity to both produce and share and 
contribute to content.

“Quality news producers will always 
exist, and in the mid- to long-term, business 
models that support quality news produc-
tions will prevail. I wouldn’t say I’m sure 
about it, but I’m optimistic.” s
Craig Sandler mc/mpa 2000 is the owner  
of Affiliated News Services, which operates 
online news ventures covering state govern-
ment in Massachusetts and Florida. He is  
the managing editor of the Almanac of 
Massachusetts Politics. His first book,  
The Illustrated Timeline of Inventions,  
was published by Sterling Press in 2007.

home / blog / video / twitter / newspaper / vlog / magazine / facebook / youtube / tv / cable / podcasts / online / intranet / radio / rss / webstream / itunes / livecast / 

Get it first, but  
first get it right.

producer, who is the audience? Whose  
voice is trustworthy, or authoritative? 

At the same time, shrinking budgets  
and a fierce fight for viewers and readers  
are driving an emphasis on sexiness and 
“gotcha” journalism — at the expense of  
the kind of coverage that fosters intelligent 
civic decision making.

“There’s just this intense pressure to get 
eyeballs and hits . . . getting that Drudge  
link or getting your article to go viral,” says 
Carrie Sheffield mpp 2010, referring to the 
Drudge Report, a news aggregation site.

From Washington, Katie Connolly  
mpp 2007 of bbc.com says, “I think that’s 
where journalism is going. You have to be 
able to do everything.” She’s skilled at trans-
posing a written piece to a video piece to an 
audio piece — a skill she incubated during  
a Kennedy School internship.

From Beirut, Ellen Knickmeyer mc/mpa 
2010 reports, “We have more ways to tell the 
story than ever before, but a lot of the new 
media are online stuff, and I think they’re 
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the buzz “ Drugs are 
a little like 
global warming 
in that countries 
are not taking 
responsibility 
for what they are 
doing to other 
countries.”
:: Sir ian blair, former commis-
sioner of london’s Scotland yard, 
about a critical issue he believes is not 
getting the attention it deserves from 
law enforcement around the world, at  
a talk in October that included former 
Philadel phia and Miami Police Chief 
John timony iop 2010, sponsored by 
the Program in Criminal Justice Policy 
and Management.

“ there is a way 
out of this, but 
we have to make 
some sacrifices 
and we have 
to continue to 
invest in job skill 
development 
and training and 
making sure that 
everyone feels a 
part of this.” 
:: u.S. Secretary of labor Hilda 
Solis, about the importance of 
restoring the country’s manufacturing 
base, at an event sponsored by the 
Institute of Politics in October.

“ the 
standards 

are not as 
high as many of 
us would have 
liked, but there 
should be no 
doubt that they 
are a big, big 
improvement 
over the current 
requirements.” 
:: Sheila bair, chair of the Federal 
Deposit Insurance Corporation, about 
the historic scope of the changes 
authorized by the Dodd-Frank Act,  
at an event in October co-sponsored  
by the Institute of Politics and the 
Mossavar-Rahmani Center for business 
and Government.

“ you have to think 
creatively and 
you have to think 
like a ceo.”
:: barry bluestone, dean of 
Northeastern university’s School  
of Public Policy and urban Affairs  
and director of the Dukakis Center  
for urban and Regional Policy, about 
the need for leaders in economic 
development to act like corporate  
ceos at a debate in November about 
the future of the Rust belt cities,  
sponsored by the taubman Center  
for State and local Government.

“ Who would want 
to run in this 
environment?”
:: Republican political advisor and 
president of Maverick Media Mark 
McKinnon, about the realities of 
politics, noting that 75 percent of polit-
ical advertising is harshly negative,  
at a seminar in October sponsored by 
the Shorenstein Center for the Press, 
Politics and Public Policy.

“ We have also 
made a market 
in electioneering 
that has nothing 
to do with taking 
office. We have 
decoupled the 
process from the 
responsibility 
and we are 

making a 
killing 
doing it.”
:: Rachel 
Maddow, host of 
msnbc’s The Rachel 

Maddow Show, 
describing how today’s 

opinion-driven media 
operate, at the 2010 t.h. White 

lecture on Press and Politics, spon-
sored by the Shorenstein Center for  
the Press, Politics and Public Policy  
in November.

Sheila Bair

Rachel Maddow

FORuM | Hard-nosed national interest 
aside, the united States’ connection with 
Africa helps the country come to terms 
with its own history, former Secretary of 
State Condoleezza Rice told the John F. 
Kennedy Jr. Forum in November.

the event was part of the annual  
W.E.b. Dubois lecture series, organized  
by Harvard’s W.E.b. Dubois institute for 
African and African American Research.

“i was in Africa several times and each 
time, when i went to some place where 
perhaps my ancestors might have been,  
i found myself feeling that i was going 
home to a place i’d never been,” said Rice, 

Home to a place 
Never been

who is currently a professor at Stanford 
university’s Graduate School of business 
and a senior fellow at the Hoover 
institution.

With the growing recognition that “the 
stolen sons and daughters of Africa had 
been fundamental in the building of this 
country,” Rice said, America’s vision of  
the continent had begun to change in 
recent years.

“After all, ironically, the founding docu-
ments of the united States that promised 
equality for all, the founding documents 
that said “We the people,” of course didn’t 
mean me when that was said. And it was 

the descendants of those very stolen sons 
and daughters of Africa that would redeem 
America in the civil rights movement, and 
would redeem America in making those 
words true, and would redeem America in 
making it finally a union in which we could 
finally say “We the people” and mean all 
the people.

“that’s why i hope, despite all of our 
problems, that Africa will not once again 
fall from the radar screens. it is important 
not just to the diaspora here, but it is 
important to the American idea that that 
redemption continue.”
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the politics of Happiness
What Government Can learn from  
the New Research on Well-being
:: Derek bok 

As stated in the U.S. Declaration of 
Independence, one of the unalienable rights 
that citizens should be guaranteed is the 
pursuit of happiness. Eleven score and  
fourteen years later, one might reasonably  
ask how well the United States is doing in  
terms of this pursuit and 
whether it ought to be doing 
more. This question lies at the 

heart of Derek Bok’s new book,  
The Politics of Happiness: What Government 

Can Learn from the New Research on Well-Being. 
While it may seem ludicrous for a government  

to take on happiness as one of its issues, alongside 
national defense, the economy, and other matters, 
Bok points out that one small nation, Bhutan, has 
made it a preeminent concern. In 1972, the newly 
anointed King Jigme Singye Wanchuk announced 
that the country’s progress would be measured by  
its “gross national happiness” rather than its gross 
national product. On that score, “the record of 
Bhutan remains impressive,” writes Bok. “The sheer 
utopian audacity of a country that commits itself to 
making happiness the centerpiece of national policy 
is enough to compel a respectful interest.”

does, because they quickly habituate to a situation they once found 
exciting. “Thus, they move to California for the weather only to find 
themselves no happier than they were before.” 

So what does make people happy, and how can government signif-
icantly improve the quality of life? For starters, Bok suggests we 
should no longer make economic growth our primary goal. Once  
the basic necessities of life are provided for, further expansion of the 
economy appears to have little effect on overall happiness. “The 
happiest people tend to do more for others and . . . gain satisfaction  
by doing so,” he writes, underlining that there’s more to life than just 
accumulating wealth.

Perhaps we, as a society, should give greater attention to issues that 
have a more direct influence on people’s well-being — such as the 
quality of their education and health and whether, in particular, they 
suffer from chronic pain, mental illness, or sleep deprivation, which 
are all areas in which the American national health system comes up 
short. The United States should not just forget about the economy, 
Bok says, but if the country broadened its horizons, we might all be 
the happier for it.  s SN

FORuM | Strategic interplay  Speaking in the Forum in 
November, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Admiral Mike Mullen 
said military force should be in line with political action. Now in his second 
term as chairman, Mullen said that the interplay of strategy and policy  
in war requires the united States to be flexible in response to new facts 
and conditions — to “sense and adjust” along the way. Mullen praised 
President Obama for “his understanding of the changing nature of war.” 
he added that the emphasis in Afghanistan and Iraq has shifted from 
defeating Al Qaeda to training police and armed forces as combat strate-
gies make way for policies that encourage development and good gover-
nance. but any advances, said Mullen, remain “fragile and reversible.”

FORuM | Changing pakistan-u.S. Relations  A recent 
survey of Pakistani citizens showed overwhelmingly that the Pakistani 
people consider the united States not a friend, but an enemy said 
Pakistan’s Foreign Minister Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Qureshi. 
“this is the reality we are working in. this is the mindset we have to 
reverse.” One of the most significant developments in creating a new  
era in Pakistan-u.S. relations, he said, has been the passage of the  
Kerry-lugar-berman bill, which triples civilian aid to Pakistan to $7.5  
billion over the next five years. “What we are trying to create,” he said,  
“is a long-term, mature, and mutually beneficial partnership. We are an 
ally, not a satellite.”

FORuM | Worldwide Approach  Former uK Prime Minister 
Gordon brown advocated a coordinated worldwide approach to 
eco nomic policy. brown spoke about the problems caused by the recent 
recession, offering two major suggestions for improving international 
finance: global coordination of economic policies and a worldwide financial 
constitution that sets standards across the board. “these are global prob-
lems that can only be dealt with by global coordinated solutions,” he said. 
“People may say . . . this is to dream something that is impossible,” said 
brown, referring to his suggestion for a global constitution. “but things  
that I thought impossible have actually happened. . . . We never thought 
that the Cold War would be brought to a sudden end in 1990 with the fall  
of the berlin Wall, the reunification of Germany, the unification of europe.”

FORuM | Historical First  Austrian President Heinz Fischer 
described the formation of the european union as the first time in history 
when countries joined together as the result of peaceful negotiations 
rather than war. the past two years have been challenging for the 
european union, he said, referring to both the ongoing discussion of 
reforms enacted in the lisbon treaty of 2009, and the economic crisis.  
the new system needs some time to work smoothly and to “prove its 
capacity to solve problems,” he said and that the eu now has 500 million 
inhabitants and a gnp of $40.8 billion.

Mike Mullen

Gordon brown

Makhdoom Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi

Heinz Fischer

 ASSESSiNG HAppiNESS  Derek bok

Bhutan is not alone in this endeavor: as French 
President Nicolas Sarkozy has started an initiative to 
assess the well-being of his country’s people. It makes 
sense to consider the well-being of the American 
people, too, argues Bok, and policies might even be 
crafted with that goal in mind. Today’s politicians 
could take advantage of 35 years of psychological 
research into what makes people content, tapping 
into a database that neither Thomas Jefferson nor 
King Wanchuk had access to. 

The burgeoning field of happiness research has 
yielded a number of counterintuitive results, writes 
Bok. For example, it is commonly supposed that 
happiness correlates with individual, as well as  
collective, prosperity. This supposition is untrue,  
Bok contends: “Average levels of happiness in the United States  
have risen very little if at all over the past 50 years despite  
substantial growth in per capita incomes . . . . The percentages of 
Americans who declare themselves “very happy,” “pretty happy,”  
or “not too happy” are almost exactly the same as they were half  
a century ago.”

People also expect the happiness stemming from a recent acquisi-
tion, a change of scenery, or career advancement to last longer than it 
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Public Sentinel
News Media & Governance Reform
:: Pippa Norris, editor

It’s held as an almost inarguable truth that free and 
independent news media are essential for 
maintaining a democratic society. But the issues are 
rarely so cut-and-dried, given that “free and 
independent” media is an ideal that is rarely achieved in practice.  
Nor do journalists always uphold the highest standards of accuracy, 
objectivity, and honesty. There are also uncertainties in the realm  
of international development, where it may not be obvious how a 
strengthened media will affect the quality of governance. These issues 
and others are tackled in Public Sentinel: News Media & Governance 
Reform, edited by Pippa Norris, the Paul F. McGuire Lecturer in 
Comparative Politics.

Three questions lie at the core of this book: The first concerns  
the function that the media should play in bolstering democratic 
governance and thereby advancing human development. The  
authors identify several critical roles: to serve as watchdogs over 
powerful interests, agenda setters that call attention to urgent events 
and issues, and gatekeepers entrusted with the task of representing  
a diverse set of political perspectives and societal voices. 

The second question relates to the conditions under which the 
media succeed or fail at fulfilling those roles. To answer that  
question, media systems in various countries — including Kenya, 
Mexico, Korea, and Qatar — are examined. 

Third, the authors ask: What are the most effective policy 
interventions for closing the gap between the democratic promise  
of the news media and its actual performance? A broad range of 
recommendations are issued that “not only will strengthen the news 
media in a durable way, they also will contribute to the overarching 
objectives of the democratic governance reform agenda: making 
states that are effective, responsive, inclusive, and accountable.” 

Moving Out of Poverty, Volume 2
Success from the Bottom Up
:: Deepa Narayan, Lant Pritchett, and Soumya Kapoor 

The result of an exhaustive research effort, Moving 
Out of Poverty: Success from the Bottom Up draws 
interviews of more than 60,000 people from 15  
poor countries in Africa, East Asia, Latin America, 
and South Asia. It tells the stories of poor people 
who have moved upward or downward on the 
socioeconomic scale, with the main focus on 
mobility out of poverty rather than on poverty  

itself. Why do some people manage to escape its clutches, the authors 
ask, while others remain destitute?

The book — written by Lant Pritchett, Professor of the Practice  
of Economic Development, and his colleagues Deepa Narayan and 
Soumya Kapoor — provides a “bottom up” perspective by concen-
trating on actions at the local level that can help free people from 
poverty’s grip. It offers a guide to achieving equity in an increasingly 

unequal world. Former President Bill Clinton calls the book “an 
important resource for everyone who’s working to alleviate poverty.”

Several key findings have emerged from this research. One is that, 
by and large, poor people are not stuck in a “culture of poverty,” 
pathetic and lacking the will to succeed. “Instead, they take initiatives, 
often pursuing many small ventures simultaneously to survive and 
get ahead,” the authors write. Poverty is a condition, they say, some-
thing people experience, rather than a defining feature of who they 
are. Local governments have an important role to play by creating 
opportunities that can enable their citizens to move out of poverty. 

In devising programs to reduce poverty, the authors submit,  
these governments should be guided by the experiences of poor 
people themselves. In other words, government officials and policy-
makers — as well as other interested citizens — would be well advised 
to read this book.

Going Local
Decentralization, Democratization,  
and the Promise of Good Governance
:: Merilee S. Grindle 

Since the late 1980s, a large number of governments 
that were once quite centralized have been moving 
toward decentralization as a way of enhancing 
democracy and raising the quality of services 
delivered. But has that shift led to an improvement  
in local governance? In some cases yes, and in some 
cases no, as Merilee S. Grindle shows in Going Local: 
Decentralization, Democratization, and the Promise  

of Good Governance.
Her book goes well beyond that, of course, showing why decen-

tralization works in some cases — delivering on the promise of  
better local governments — while failing in others. 

In a random sample of 30 Mexican municipalities, Grindle takes 
readers inside town halls and reports on the activities of public 
officials who are trying to meet their obligations amid conflicting 
pressures. Mexico makes for an interesting case study because it was  
a “reluctant decentralizer” whose shift to power sharing at the local 
level was “protracted and halting.” Nevertheless, she writes, “by the 
mid-2000s, state and municipal governments in Mexico clearly had 
more authority and resources to deal with regional and local issues 
than at any other time in the country’s history.”

Decentralization is a double-edged sword, Grindle concludes. 
While local leaders can often implement changes quickly, these 
reforms may not last over the long run owing to underlying institu-
tional weaknesses. She found that citizen groups were more adept at 
extracting resources and benefits from local officials than they were  
at holding their governments accountable. 

Although Mexico’s political system and decentralization policies 
are unique, the lessons gleaned from this example are relevant 
elsewhere, Grindle insists. “Local governments everywhere need 
additional help to avoid dependence, to encourage accountability, 
and to increase the extent to which they can promote economic 
development.”
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What’s On 
Your Mind?

HeLP US MaKe THIS MaGazINe beTTeR  
In the coming weeks, we’ll be sending a random 
sampling of hks alumni an oNLINe SURvey so  
we can better understand what you like about the 
magazine and how we can improve. Please help  
us by taking a few moments to complete it. 

—Thanks from the hks Magazine staff
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t 1961
Capt. Joseph Daigneault Jr. mpa was 
in the initial group of U.s. navy officers 
selected for a master’s degree. after 
graduating he returned to the submarine 
force, where he commanded a fast-
attack submarine from 1969 to 1970. a 
tour in the pentagon was followed by a 
year at the national war college. in 1977 
he took command of schools command 
at great lakes, illinois, and in 1980 he 
participated in the establishment of U.s. 
central command. He retired in 1984 
and lives in trinity, florida.

t 1963
Steve Sloane mpa is pursuing a second 
career as a professor of political science 
at saint mary’s college of california. He 
retired from the navy in 1983 and com-
pleted his phd studies at berkeley in 
1987. He has published extensively on 
the subject of organization theory and 
behavior and more recently a novel, 
Cohen’s Law. He serves as the chief 
executive at rancho luna azul, a non-
profit that provides animal therapy to  
ill and disabled people. 

t 1968
Frank Popper mpa, phd 1972 spent  
the academic year 2008 to 2009 at 
princeton and has now returned to 
teaching at rutgers and princeton. He 
continues working with his wife, debo-
rah popper, on the buffalo commons, 
his vision of the great plains’ land-use 
future. in november 2009 Kansas’s two 
largest papers, the Kansas City Star and 
the Wichita Eagle, editorially endorsed 
the idea. rutgers historian william 
o’neill had a nice chapter on it in his 
recent book about the 1990s, A Bubble 
in Time. the poppers appear in a High 
plains films documentary, Facing the 
Storm: Story of the American Bison, that 
came out in 2010, the fifth such film 
they have been in.

Otoniel Velasco mpa is currently 
teaching at the instituto de gobierno/
Universidad san martin de porres and 

is a member of the advisory committee 
of ceplan (centro nacional de pla-
neamiento estratégico).

t 1969
Jack Underhill mpa is retired after 42 
years of federal service, 33 of which were 
in the U.s. department of Housing and 
Urban development. He has been an 
officer in the poetry society of virginia 
and the osher life long learning insti-
tute at george mason University. in april 
of this year he gave a paper titled “an 
integrated approach to reducing poverty 
and equality in america” at the confer-
ence of the american society of public 
administration in san Jose, california. 

t 1971
William (Bill) Myers mpa is retired 
from the Un (unicef and ilo) and is an 
associate in the department of human 
and community development at the 
University of california, davis. He is 
coauthor of a new book challenging 
international child labor policies and 
proposing an approach more beneficial 
to children. based on an exhaustive 
interdisciplinary review of research  
and experience, Rights and Wrongs  
of Children’s Work was published in 
december by rutgers University press. 

O. Ralph Raymond phd has retired  
to fort lauderdale, florida, after 35 
years as professor of political science 
and director of russian studies at 
depauw University in indiana. previ-
ously, ralph had taught at both Harvard 
and brandeis Universities. besides his 
doctorate, ralph is a member of the 
Harvard class of 1961 and has a Har-
vard ma (1964, soviet studies)  
and a degree from oxford, where he 
was a rhodes scholar.

t 1972
Karen Arenson mpp took a buyout 
from The New York Times in 2008. she 
is a woodrow wilson visiting fellow 
and is conducting interviews for an oral 
history project at mit. she is on the 
board of the international institute in 
spain and worked on a strategic plan 
for the city University of new york  
Honors college. she chaired her 40th 
reunion at mit and led the closing  
session at a conference of flagship 
public universities in november.

Michael Eliastam mc/mpa, mpp 1973 
abandoned his plans to go to missis-
sippi to treat rural hypertension popula-
tions after graduation, instead “brashly” 
setting off to change stanford’s view of 
emergency medicine, at that time a 
non-recognized specialty, today one of 

the biggest and most sought after resi-
dencies at stanford. He moved on to 
boston city Hospital in 1990, where, as 
chief medical officer, he helped begin 
the merger of what would become bos-
ton medical center. from there he went 
to work for andersen consulting, a 
private practice in the boston area, 
became ceo of a teaching hospital in 
his native south africa, and is now 
associate dean for clinical medicine for 
an offshore medical school from the 
caribbean. michael lives in marlbor-
ough, massachusetts.

Henry Ryan mpa spent the summer  
at clare Hall, in cambridge, United 
Kingdom, where he is a life member, 
something his wife, patricia, and he 
have done for the past 16 years, with 
two exceptions. “i research and write, 
and, i admit, have a wonderful time.  
i am presently working on a book 
regarding Jewish settlement in  
palestine, starting in 18th century 
russia and ending in 1948 (israel’s 
independence).”

t 1973
Jack LeCuyer mpa, a former white 
House fellow, is the executive director 
of the white House fellows foundation 
and association, headquartered in 
washington, dc. He organized the 
annual meeting in dc of white House 
fellows alumni, held last october.

Melvin (Mel) Masuda mpa is marking 
his 20th year of teaching business law 
at Hawaii pacific University — the larg-
est private independent university in 
the state of Hawaii, with students from 
all 50 states and 130 countries.

Chris Palmer mpa is an environmental 
and wildlife film producer who in 2009 
received the lifetime achievement 
award for media at the international 
wildlife film festival. His book, Shoot-
ing in the Wild: An Insider’s Account of 
Making Movies in the Animal Kingdom, 
was published in may by sierra club 
books. He is president of the macgil-
livray freeman films educational foun-
dation, which produces and funds imax 
films, and he is also a full-time professor 
at american University, where he 
founded and directs the center for 
environmental filmmaking at the 
school of communication. He is mar-
ried to Gail Shearer mpp 1974.

t 1974
Les Garner mpp, phd 1985 recently 
accepted a position as president and 
ceo of the greater cedar rapids com-
munity foundation, following 16 years 
as president of cornell college. He 

began service at the foundation on  
July 15, 2010.

Mark Kleiman mpp, phd 1985 is  
professor of public policy at ucla. His 
book When Brute Force Fails: How to 
Have Less Crime and Less Punishment 
was on The Economist’s books of the 
year list. mark’s ideas about commu-
nity corrections have finally received a 
real field trial, leading to dramatic 
reductions in drug use, crime, and 
incarceration. His latest research 
argues that counter-narcotics efforts 
have generally perverse effects on 
counter-insurgency efforts.

Miguel Lahura mpa is president of 
pentagrama group in lima, peru. com-
panies of the group are: viajes penta-
grama s.a., managing the inbound 
tourism to peru; educa online, dedi-
cated to e-learning services; tours 4 all 
s.a.c., managing the promotion of 
south american destinations to global 
travel agencies; and the center for 
tourism research, involved in the cre-
ation of new ways to promote tourism 
to the world. previously, miguel was 
vice minister of trade, and a board 
member of several companies involved 
with trade, finance, and development.

Mike McCauley mpa is an attorney 
and partner with the Quarles & brady 
law firm in milwaukee, wisconsin.  
He counsels corporate clients in all 
aspects of environmental manage-
ment and dispute resolution. mike’s 
practice includes special emphasis  
on the clean air act and clean energy 
issues and providing advice on envi-
ronmental compliance issues. He 
served as chair of Quarles & brady’s 
national environmental law practice 
group from 1986 to 2007.

t 1975
Jeffrey Simon mcp oversees the  
stimulus program in massachusetts  
for governor deval patrick. He was 
appointed to the position on the day 
after the stimulus bill passed. previ-
ously, Jeffrey was the president and 
executive chairman of actus lend 
lease, a masterplanned community 
developer that owns 46,000 homes in 
the United states. He also teaches a 
course on great speeches and speech-
writers at tufts University.

t 1976
Susan Sears mpa reports that after 
years in the public sector and time out 
being a mom, her career has taken a 
new and unexpected turn: “i have an 
online retail store, Quelobjet.com, 
where i sell french linens, deck chairs, 
espadrilles, gourmet foods, and much 
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demia. He got his phd in management in 
1996 as a joint degree from the Univer-
sity of texas at austin and the itesm in 
mexico. His current interest is measuring 
and changing organizational cultures.

Amy Porges mpp opened a boutique 
law firm last fall, advising clients and 
litigating cases in wto and international 
trade law, after nine years practicing 
trade law in big firms (most recently 
sidley austin). earlier, she litigated wto 
cases as senior counsel for dispute 
settlement at the office of the U.s. 
trade representative, and advised on 
trade negotiations and disputes as a 
senior legal officer at the gatt secre-
tariat in geneva. 

t 1981 | reunion
George Atta mcrp is principal and 
chief community planner at group 70 
international inc. in Honolulu. special-
izations include master planning, envi-
ronmental and indigenous planning, 
cultural resource management, disaster 
mitigation, and community develop-
ment. He is active in many professional 
and nonprofit organizations including 
the american planning association, 
U.s. green building council, uhm sea 
grant, pacific marine life foundation, 
and the east west center. He loves art 
and nature and is an avid hiker.

Joe Leitmann mpp has been named 
manager of the Haiti reconstruction 
fund to help rebuild the country after 
the devastating January 12, 2010, earth-
quake. the fund is on track to raise a 
minimum of $300 million and has 
already allocated nearly $50 million to 
help the government provide critical 
services, finance private sector devel-
opment, and help clear the massive 
amount of debris generated by the 
disaster. Joe is based in port-au-prince 
and can be reached at jleitmann@
worldbank.org. (for more about his 
work see the summer 2010 issue.)

Richard Paton mpa left the federal 
government in canada as a deputy 
secretary of the treasury board and has 
now been president of the chemistry 
industry association of canada for 14 
years. richard and his wife, Zoraida 
Carballeira mpa, have two children, 
michael, 24, and Jasmine, 21. they live 
in ottawa. richard has benefited enor-
mously from his hks education, both as 
an executive and as a lecturer for the 
past 25 years in the mpa program at 
carleton University. His management 
course, the politics of management, is 
modeled on hks case courses and is 
unique in canada.

Hari Rao mpa is based in toronto. He is 
a consultant to start-ups in energy and 

at lunches. regular attendees include 
Andy Pettis mc/mpa, congressman 
Gerald Connolly mc/mpa, Anne Reed 
mc/mpa 1981 (former Kennedy school 
registrar), Steve Allbee mc/mpa, Dani-
elle Beauchamp mc/mpa, and phyllis 
daen, wife of the late Jerry Daen mc/
mpa, also class of 1979.

Maria Alicia Vazquez Seijas mpa 
teaches at tecnologico de monterrey 
campus morelia in mexico, where she 
has designed and imparted panorama 
of the global economy in the early 21st 
century, global governance and Human 
development, and mexico’s economic 
and social outlook. alicia is an avid 
reader of literature, and her favorites 
include william faulkner and Jose don-
oso. she practices buddhism. Her 
daughter, ana, graduated magna cum 
laude from Harvard University (ba ’90), 
completed her doctorate at cornell 
University, and currently does environ-
mental policy research.

t 1980
Ed Brannon mc/mpa retired from the 
U.s. forest service. He and his wife, 
Kathe, settled along the delaware river 
in milford, pennsylvania. ed stays 
involved in forest conservation work as 
a senior fellow of the pinchot institute 
for conservation and forest History 
society. He has two children, in their 
30s, both artists, who work in nyc and 
denver. both ed and Kathe are active, 
compulsive community volunteers and 
annoying do-gooders who continue to 
think that most americans are “progres-
sive at heart.” trying to keep a positive 
attitude. He still has not lost his phila-
delphia bias to think of beer and pret-
zels as health food.

Eric Cody mcrp is cofounder and cur-
rent president of a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
corporation committed to restoring a 
71-acre salt marsh in plymouth, mas-
sachusetts. He reports that 30 years of 
electric utility experience, including 
complex regulatory work, failed to fully 
prepare him to deal with the ins and 
outs of environmental permitting to 
restore tidal flows to a damaged coastal 
marsh in massachusetts. His group now 
has all required state and local permits 
in hand and is about to obtain its final, 
federal permit. anyone interested in his 
wetlands restoration project can visit 
his web site at www.EllisvilleMarsh.org. 

Sergio Levin mpa is a full-time profes-
sor and researcher with the faculty of 
accounting, management, and informat-
ics at the autonomous University of the 
state of morelos, in cuernavaca, mexico. 
after many years of experience in the 
private and public sectors, sergio has 
spent the past two decades in aca-

of public service roles. russ is chair of 
the board of trustees of the boston 
architectural college, a trustee of His-
toric newton, and a director of the 
massachusetts american institute of 
architects where he is active in the 
government affairs committee. russ 
and his wife, anne Kane, live in new-
ton centre, massachusetts.

Skip McKoy mpa is director of pro-
grammatic initiatives for fight for chil-
dren, which recognizes, promotes, and 
cultivates quality education for low-
income children in washington, dc.

Jean Van den Eynde mpa is a manag-
ing director with russell reynolds asso-
ciates in brussels, enjoying the execu-
tive search and assessment profession 
with a focus on searches in the legal 
area for federations and associations 
and for public affairs positions. previ-
ously, Jean was with the international 
finance corporation of the world bank 
group in washington, dc. He is a past 
chair of the Harvard club of belgium. 
His oldest daughter, laura, is at stan-
ford for a postgraduate degree. 

t 1979
Judith Gross mcrp currently runs her 
own consulting business, Jg advisory 
services, providing outsource compli-
ance solutions to hedge funds. since 
the passage of the dodd-frank bill, she 
has been very busy! the firm is based 
in new york city. 

Deborah Loeb Bohren mpa is vice 
president for communications and 
public affairs at nyu langone medical 
center in new york. in this role she is 
responsible for internal and external 
communications including public rela-
tions, branding/advertising, publica-
tions, employee and faculty communi-
cations, and public affairs for the medi-
cal center’s three hospitals and the nyu 
school of medicine. 

Maria Grazia Quieti mpa is the exec-
utive director of the U.s.-italy fulbright 
commission, fostering educational 
exchanges between italy and the 
United states. she obtained a phd at 
cardiff University in the UK. before 
joining the commission, she was 
senior policy officer at the food and 
agriculture organization of the United 
nations, based in rome.

M. Elizabeth Swope mpa retired from 
the foreign service and now serves as 
senior advisor to the assistant secretary 
of state for consular affairs on a part-
time basis. she and her husband, pat-
rick Kennedy, under secretary of state for 
management, enjoy periodic visits to 
their farm in cumberland county, vir-
ginia. betty sees classmates periodically 

more. it’s fun, interesting, challenging, 
but light years from hks. i’d love to hear 
from old classmates.”

Cathie Witty mpa is director of the 
master’s program in conflict studies 
and dispute resolution at the University 
of north carolina at greensboro and 
also teaches nonprofit administration 
at capella University for master’s and 
phd students. she fondly remembers 
friday afternoon volleyball games 
behind the old littauer center the last 
year the program was in that building.

t 1977
Charles Billo mpa is an adjunct profes-
sor of languages at lebanon college in 
new Hampshire. previously, he was 
senior researcher at dartmouth college’s 
institute for security technology studies.

Jim Moran hks is currently director for 
asia at the eU commission in brussels, 
having spent the past 26 years working 
for the european Union at home and at 
its diplomatic missions abroad, in the 
middle east, africa, and the caribbean. 
“Happy to hear from contemporaries 
and other Harvard people who have 
shared interests.”

Flint Nelson mpa shifted his career to 
the golf industry in 1996, after more 
than 20 years working in the U.s. con-
gress, the U.s. department of energy, 
and the city & county of san francisco. 
after obtaining an aab in golf facilities 
management, he ran an international 
golf travel company, negotiated several 
golf course acquisitions, and managed 
two country clubs. currently, flint is 
general manager of the champions 
club at the retreat in southern califor-
nia and lives in vista, california.

t 1978
Richard Philip Broinowski mpa (and 
class marshal) was australian ambas-
sador to vietnam (1983–85), the repub-
lic of Korea (1987–89) and to mexico, 
the central american republics and 
cuba (1994–97). He was also general 
manager of radio australia from 1990–
1992. after retiring from the australian 
foreign service in 1997, he is now an 
adjunct professor in media and com-
munications at the University of syd-
ney. richard has published three 
books: A Witness to History (melbourne 
University press, 2000), Fact or Fission: 
The Truth About Australia’s Nuclear 
Ambitions (scribe, 2003), and Driven:  
A Diplomat’s Auto Biography (abc/
Harpercollins, 2009).

Russ Feldman mpp is president of  
tba architects, inc. of waltham and 
san francisco and is active in a variety 
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swim in the ocean in six states in one 
day, using any mode of transport.

Kate Kramer mpa is the executive 
director of the not-for-profit sand creek 
regional greenway partnership 
(scrgp). the sand creek regional  
greenway is a 14-mile urban greenway 
in colorado that connects commerce 
city, denver, and aurora. Kate is on the 
board of directors of the boulder county 
parks and open space foundation and 
formerly volunteered with the ywca and 
the center for resource conservation.

Verna McDaniel mpa was named 
county administrator for washtenaw 
county by the washtenaw county board 
of commissioners. ann arbor, michi-
gan, is the county seat. as county 
administrator, she serves as chief exec-
utive officer and controller. she directs 
the operations of all county depart-
ments to ensure efficient and effective 
service delivery throughout county 
government with 1,400 employees and 
a $200 million annual budget serving 
340,000 residents.

Ann Umemoto mca/mpa has enjoyed 
her 15 years at the national office of the 
march of dimes, based in white plains, 
new york. franklin delano roosevelt 
founded the march of dimes to find a 
cure for polio. when the vaccine was 
discovered (with march of dimes sup-
port), the organization changed its 
mission and is now dedicated to the 
health of babies by preventing birth 
defects, premature birth, and infant 
mortality. ann works on public health 
issues for the medical director. 

t 1984
Stephanie Bell-Rose mpa serves as 
tiaa-cref managing director and head 
of the tiaa-cref institute, a division of 
teachers insurance annuity associa-
tion. Her focus is to work with higher 
education, policy research, and chari-
table leaders to broaden and deepen 
the institute’s agenda, which includes 
advancing lifelong financial security 
and the business of higher education.

Margaret Carvan mpa and Todd Ras-
siger mpp 1998, although years apart 
in graduation dates, share a passion for 
supporting people living with cancer. 
this past June, maggie and todd were 
recognized for their volunteer work by 
mass general Hospital’s cancer center 
at its gala event in boston. strike out 
cancer is a nonprofit created by todd in 
2000 that provides important patient 
aid (for more information visit www.
strikeoutcancer.org). maggie helps to 
organize educational conferences for 
cancer patients and their families. mag-

but rather in the development of judg-
ment, the ability to analyze problems, 
and the skill at making decisions on the 
basis many times of incomplete data,” 
he writes.

David Weisel mcrp is president of the 
consulting division at delta associates, 
a real estate and economics consulting 
firm in the washington, dc, area. the 
firm specializes in feasibility studies, 
highest and best use analysis, and 
market research for private sector and 
government clients throughout the 
United states. david and Barbara 
Weisel mpp 1983, an assistant U.s. 
trade representative, are the proud 
parents of gabriel, ezra, and Jonah.

Nancy Wynne Neville mpp runs the 
charity that raises funds for milton’s 
cottage, chalfont st giles, buckingham-
shire, UK, a museum of poet John mil-
ton located in the only one of his 
houses still in existence. she is also an 
honorary trustee of the milton cottage 
trust. “over the five years that i have 
run this charity, all external walls and 
the roof have now been rebuilt; no 
mean feat given that the building dates 
in part from the late 15th century and is 
grade 1 listed,” she writes.

t 1983
Kathleen Andersen mc/mpa,  
Kate Kramer mc/mpa, Sally Ford 
(Schwartz) mc/mpa, and Ann 
Umemoto mc/mpa organized a special 
weekend meeting of their Kennedy 
school study group on the hiking trails 
of estes park, colorado. they talked 
about their lives, their work, and the 
state of the world. they did not worry 
about studying for any tests. they send 
greetings to their classmates around 
the world. 

Ferdous Ara Begum mpa is a member 
of the Un cedaw committee and chair 
of the working group of the general 
recommendation on older women. 
recently, the wellesley center for 
women published her article on the 
human rights of older women in its new 
publication, “women leading change.” 
the wellesley center organized a 
roundtable discussion on this publica-
tion in february 2011 in cairo. she was 
one of the panelists there. 

Ned Daly mcrp achieved two goals in 
2010. the first was the completion of 
the intermodal. He managed to leave 
his home in daylight, swim at three 
ocean beaches in three different states, 
and, using no private or aerial trans-
port, return to the same location before 
nightfall. the other was the completion 
of the Quick six. the Q6 requires a 

to be more successful in school. first 5 
la was formed as a public entity to 
develop and oversee various early 
childhood initiatives to achieve four 
long-term goals: ensuring that children 
are born healthy, maintain a healthy 
weight, are safe from abuse and 
neglect, and are ready for kindergarten. 
first 5 la’s place-based efforts to 
achieve these goals will be imple-
mented in 14 target communities in los 
angeles county.

Marianne Myles mpa completed her 
assignment as U.s. ambassador to the 
republic of cape verde on august 1. 
she has been reassigned as a senior 
inspector and team leader in the state 
department’s office of the inspector 
general in washington, dc. in this 
capacity marianne will lead a team of 
inspectors to examine the operations 
of state department offices as well as 
U.s. embassies and consulates abroad 
to review their effectiveness and to 
ensure their compliance with law and 
regulation. marianne joined the for-
eign service in 1975 and during her 
30-plus year career has served in a 
wide variety of positions both overseas 
and in washington.

Sharon Stanton Russell mc/mpa went 
on to obtain a phd at mit in political 
science, concentrating on international 
migration and development. she has 
been a research affiliate at mit’s center 
for international studies since 1987 and 
is on the steering group of the boston 
area’s inter-University committee on 
international migration. the University of 
oxford international migration institute 
invited her to be a stakeholder on its 
global migration futures project and to 
participate in the stakeholders’ work-
shop in the Hague in June 2010.

Worth Thomas mpa is the principal 
member of worth thomas consulting in 
Jackson, mississippi, a governmental 
affairs consulting service. worth was 
recently presented with the leadership 
award for outstanding civic contribu-
tions by the american red cross. the 
award recognizes distinguished volun-
teer service performed for several years 
on the local or regional level. He is the 
volunteer chair for disaster relief for the 
south, which includes texas, georgia, 
mississippi, alabama, louisiana, flor-
ida, and tennessee.

Jorge Luis Urruela mpa is general 
manager for localizacion electronica 
s.a in guatemala, which provides gps 
services, including real-time vehicle 
location and tracking vehicle solutions 
in guatemala, el salvador, Honduras, 
and nicaragua. “the essence of my 
Harvard education was not in the trans-
mission of information and techniques, 

communications areas in north america 
and europe. He teaches at Humber col-
lege school of business in toronto. Hari 
has been a panelist on the national 
science foundation of the usa, a civil 
servant in the ontario ministry of Health, 
ceo of a finance and leasing company 
and a software company, and advisor to 
an indian consulting company. He has 
recently launched electriconnect inter-
national ltd., a company dealing in 
broadband over power line (bpl), with 
the objective of bringing internet access 
to the people of the developing world. 
He is currently raising capital for this 
toronto-based company.

t 1982
Ahmad Raza Chowdhury mpa was a 
mason fellow. on returning to bangla-
desh from Harvard, he continued to 
work with government. “now i am hav-
ing a comparatively relaxed time, work-
ing as an advisor to a group of compa-
nies. ours is a manufacturing concern 
having spinning mills, knitting, dyeing, 
finishing, and making knit apparels. it 
is a 100% export-oriented industry, and 
the main destinations of our knit 
apparel exports are europe and the 
United states. would love to communi-
cate with my classmates, mason fel-
lows, and Harvard alumni.”

Frank De Rosa mpp recently joined 
first solar, the largest solar photovol-
taic panel manufacturer in the world, as 
senior vice president for north america 
project development. first solar bought 
the company frank founded in 2008, 
nextlight renewable power, a devel-
oper of utility-scale solar power plants. 
frank and Janice Roudebush mpp 
1983 live in san francisco. they have a 
son, louis.

John (Jack) Donahue mpp, phd 1987 
has been named faculty chair of the 
Kennedy school’s mpp program.

Mohan Guruswamy mpa is the chair 
of the centre for policy alternatives, a 
new delhi-based think tank focusing on 
economic and security policy issues. 
mohan is also a senior non-resident 
fellow with the atlantic council in wash-
ington, dc. He has authored several 
books in recent years, the latest being 
Chasing the Dragon: Will India Catch-up 
with China?

Evelyn Martinez hks has served as 
the ceo of first 5 la since february 
2000. california voters approved propo-
sition 10 in 1998, which levied a 
50-cent-per-pack tax on all tobacco 
products. the revenues were earmarked 
within each of the 58 counties in cali-
fornia to enhance the early growth 
experience of children, enabling them 

from tHe field nathaniel fick mpa/mba 2008

New Venture for Marine Veteran

A similar sense of duty and 
mission motivate Fick today, as ceo 
of the Center for a New American 
Security (cnas), a think tank founded 
in 2007 by former Harvard Kennedy 
School faculty member Kurt 
Campbell and Michèle Flournoy, the 
current under secretary of defense for 
policy. “cnas is unique right now in 
that it’s the only top-tier national 
security think tank in the country 
that’s run by veterans of the current 
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan,” says 
Fick. “We have a visceral, emotional 
appreciation for the fact that real 
human beings are executing the deci-
sions being made in Washington.”

With that said, Fick emphasizes 
that cnas is not solely focused on 
military-related topics. “National 
security is a much more holistic 
issue,” he says. “Diplomatic, political, 
and economic components are 
equally, if not more, important.” 

One function that an organization 
like cnas can serve is to help accel-
erate shifts in the national conversa-
tion. We can have a real impact on 
this particular issue—people are 
looking for information and are 
willing to think differently, but it has 
to come from folks with national 
security credibility.”

In his newest leadership role, Fick 
hopes to build cnas into an enduring 
institution without changing its size 
or entrepreneurial culture. “I want to 
keep it small, agile, and intellectually 
egalitarian,” he says, noting that the 
organization’s interns have the same 
seat at the discussion table as its 
senior fellows. “A collateral mission of 
ours is to train the next generation of 
national security leaders,” he adds. 
With Fick as a model, that goal seems 
well within reach.   s JH

Three broad trends drive cnas’s 
research and outreach: the changing 
face of warfare; the growing global 
influence of Asia; and recognition 
that energy and resource competition 
will become an increasingly influen-
tial factor in diplomatic relations.

Fick notes that this last trend, 
described as “natural security” on 
cnas’s website, offers a number of 
opportunities for action in the here-
and-now of Iraq and Afghanistan; for 
example, moving to portable, renew-
able energy sources such as wind and 
solar power units will deny insurgents 
an easy, fixed target for attack while 
decreasing the military’s dependence 
on fuel, the full cost of which can 
reach about $400 per gallon in 
remote areas. 

“That’s simply not sustainable,” 
Fick says. “The military as a whole 
trades in risk and is slow to change. 

As a Marine Corps infantry officer, Nathaniel Fick mpa/

mba 2008 had a clear-cut standard for making decisions 

that would affect the safety of his men: “If anyone was 

killed, after the war I had to be able to go to that person’s 

hometown, sit down in the living room with his parents, 

and explain to them honestly why their son was killed 

working for me—and why I had thought it was worth it,” Fick said in a video inter-

view for One Bullet Away, a best-selling account of his tours of duty in Afghanistan 

and Iraq in the earliest, bloodiest months of those conflicts. (After five years of 

service, he left the Marines as a captain in the elite First Recon Battalion.) 

nathaniel Fick
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icy, worked as a lobbyist for an interna-
tional agribusiness firm, and led the 
Hewlett foundation’s agricultural mar-
kets program. Bob Samors mpp and i 
are still married after 26 years, and 
have two boys, 21 and 17.”

Karen Walz mcrp/mpp continues to 
live in dallas and remains the principal 
in the planning consulting firm of stra-
tegic community solutions. she pro-
vides strategic planning, visioning, 
long-range planning, and public 
engagement services to public and 
non-profit clients. she is the project 
manager for vision north texas, a pri-
vate-public-academic partnership that 
released “north texas 2050” in march 
of this year. this document establishes 
a vision and action package to address 
the growth of the fourth largest metro-
politan region in the nation, dallas-fort 
worth, which is expected to nearly 
double its population to almost 12 
million by 2050. Karen is a member of 
the college of fellows of the american 
institute of certified planners, the high-
est level of professional recognition for 
this field. in august, Karen was married 
to her ‘significant other’, terry morgan. 
their wedding at the stanford memorial 
church was a wonderful celebration of 
their relationship (over the past 22 
years and into the future) as well as an 
opportunity to reconnect with friends 
and family from many places. the 
guests included Steve Weissman  
mc/mpa 1984 and Lynn Wolfsfeld 
mpp. “it was great to catch up with 
them and celebrate together.”

t 1986 | reunion
Janet Beardsley mpa received a pace-
setter award for community service in 
2010 at the millennium Harvest House 
in boulder, colorado. each year, the 
pacesetter awards are given to those 
who work to improve lives in boulder 
county. Honorees are nominated by 
community members and are selected 
by the previous year’s award winners. 
beardsley was selected on the basis of 
her 23 years as executive director of the 
ywca of boulder county and carrying 
out the organization’s mission to pro-
tect children, empower women and 
girls, and eliminate racism. Under her 
leadership, the organization serves 
more than 2,500 individuals annually 
through programs ranging from drop-in 
child care to low-cost career counsel-
ing. in addition, beardsley led the 
agency’s $2.5 million capital campaign 
project, which included adding a sec-
ond story to its facility at 2222 14th 
street in boulder. she is also a past 
recipient of a be bold award from the 
women’s foundation of colorado, and 

Michael Pocalyko mc/mpa has been 
named by the international association 
of University presidents to the United 
nations commission on disarmament 
education, conflict resolution and 
peace. He is ceo of monticello capital 
in chantilly, virginia.

Edith Pripas Dorsen mpa is a manag-
ing director of the women’s venture 
capital fund, which seeks to capitalize 
on the growing power of female con-
sumers and the expanding pipeline of 
high-potential but undercapitalized 
women entrepreneurs. going forward, 
the fund will invest in early-stage and 
capital-efficient companies on the west 
coast that are women-founded or 
women-led within digital media or con-
sumer products focused on women  
and families.

Jim Shultz mpa is the executive direc-
tor of the democracy center, based in 
san francisco and bolivia. in 2009, Jim 
and his team undertook a 14-city U.s. 
tour for their new book, Dignity and 
Defiance, Stories from Bolivia’s Chal-
lenge to Globalization (Uc press). Jim’s 
other recent international work includes 
a series of advocacy training programs 
in the balkans, the republic of georgia, 
and east asia. Jim lives in the small 
rural village of tiquipaya, bolivia, with 
his wife, lynn, their seven-year-old 
daughter, and two crazy black dogs. His 
neighbors are mostly cows.

Peter Swiderski mpp is finishing his 
first term as mayor of Hastings-on-
Hudson, new york. “we will be rolling 
out a green version of the international 
construction code this fall, making us 
(hopefully!) the first nationally to do 
so,” he writes. “we are pursuing sev-
eral other initiatives (from deer control 
via immunocontraception to consolida-
tion of municipal services with other 
communities) that will put us at the 
forefront of national trends. i remain a 
proud graduate and sorry i missed this 
year’s reunion.”

M. Ann Tutwiler mpp was named coor-
dinator for global food security at usda. 
in that capacity she works to ensure 
that usda’s technical expertise, 
research capacity, and food assistance 
resources are marshaled to tackle the 
problems of global hunger. she is 
responsible for outreach to usda’s 
stakeholders in the commodity and 
agribusiness community on global 
hunger issues. and she works with 
usaid, the state department, and the 
U.s. treasury to implement a “whole of 
government” approach to development 
assistance. “every day is like a Kennedy 
school case! in the years since leaving 
the Kennedy school, i have founded a 
think tank in agriculture and trade pol-

gie and todd are board members of the 
hks new england alumni association.

Heather Flynn hksee received the 
athena award from the anchorage 
chamber of commerce for outstanding 
and lifelong public service and for pro-
viding a role model for young women in 
business. in addition to a large trophy, 
she received a 2010 audi a5 sport 
coupe (red!). the award, given on april 
5, 2010, coincided with the birth of her 
second grandson. 

Peter Fuchs hks, after working with 
professor ezra vogel at the U.s.-Japan 
program, went to tokyo as a journalist 
in 1987 and five years later moved into 
investment banking at morgan stanley. 
He was part of the team that resusci-
tated shinsei bank, and today is an 
advisor to a Japanese investment fund. 
peter has been active in nonprofit activ-
ity with the american chamber and is 
an expert on governance and corporate 
social responsibility in Japan.

Peter Henderson mpp is staff director 
at the national research council for a 
report on the future of U.s. research 
universities. the study committee for 
this report includes Harvard school of 
engineering and applied sciences dean 
cherry murray. peter also directs a 
forthcoming study on increasing the 
participation and success of under-
represented minorities in science and 
engineering. Harvard college dean 
evelynn Hammonds serves on the study 
committee for that report. peter lives in 
Kensington, maryland, with his wife, 
laura, and daughter, Julia. their twin 
sons are in college at Haverford and 
colby. laura works with the world wild-
life fund.

John King mc/mpa has been elected  
to a second three-year term on the 
public broadcasting service board of 
directors. pbs is based in arlington, 
virginia. John is the president & ceo  
of vermont public television, the state-
wide public broadcasting service in 
vermont. He has also been elected by 
his peers as chair of the organization  
of state broadcasting executives, the 
affinity group of all public broadcasting 
state networks. 

Mary Lambeth Moore mpp saw her 
first novel, Sleeping With Patty Hearst, 
published last fall. mary continues to 
manage communications related to 
predatory mortgage lending and fore-
closure prevention, and is now in her 
seventh year with the center for 
responsible lending, a research and 
advocacy group focused on protecting 
homeownership and family wealth. 

Effie Malley mpa is director of the  
new national center for the study and 

prevention of youth suicide at the ameri-
can association of suicidology. effie will 
be responsible for developing and lead-
ing the center, which will provide national 
leadership in advancing scientific and 
programmatic efforts in youth suicide 
prevention. she lives with her husband 
and son in portsmouth, new Hampshire, 
where she also keeps bees.

Freeman Marvin mpp is the executive 
vice president of innovative decisions, 
inc. in vienna, virginia, providing deci-
sion and risk analysis consulting to the 
federal government.

Tom Shuster hksee was installed as 
president of the maryland recreation & 
parks association (mrpa) at its annual 
conference in ocean city in april.

Hilary Wolpert Silver mpp writes: 
“after 15 years working for ct medicaid 
i switched to working for an insurance 
company, which lasted only 22 months. 
in august i started working as a quality 
analyst at wheeler clinic, a nonprofit 
behavioral health provider. with health 
care reform and electronic medical 
records, it is an exciting time to be in 
the health care data field. i have a 
daughter who is a senior in college as 
well as an 11-year-old. time flies.”

t 1985
Rick Counihan mpp, Jack Gardner 
mpp, and Joe Marty mpp traveled to 
tanzania in march and climbed mt. 
Kilimanjaro. the three enjoyed good 
weather and great guide support all the 
way to the 19,300-foot peak. the last 
day of climbing was arduous, but the 
view at the top over glaciers into Kenya 
and out to the sea was spectacular.

Charles Huettner mpa is an aviation 
consultant and the executive director 
of the aerospace states association 
(asa). asa is composed of lieutenant 
governors and delegates from every 
state focusing on aviation/aerospace-
related education and economic devel-
opment issues. asa sponsors the “real 
world design challenge” stem initia-
tive. this effort provides free software, 
mentors, and a national challenge to 
teams of high school students to 
encourage them to pursue engineering 
degrees. twenty-five states partici-
pated this past year.

Dan Levine mpp is still busy with 
metrocompare llc, a management 
consulting company specializing in 
corporate relocation and economic 
development projects. He has also 
been teaching a bit at rutgers Univer-
sity’s school of public policy (economic 
development), which has been a fun 
diversion. always enjoys hearing from 
classmates and friends.

mobility command and has previously 
served in a variety of command posi-
tions. He has also served as the military 
aide to vice president al gore and vice 
president dick cheney and at the 
United nations as chief of aviation 
contract management in the depart-
ment of peacekeeping operations.

John Meakem mpp works on interna-
tional trade issues for the U.s. depart-
ment of commerce in washington. He 
previously led the national electrical 
manufacturers association’s global 
international programs and earlier 
served as a foreign service officer with 
the state department.

Keith Rowley mpp, william s. boyd 
professor of law at unlv, is chair-elect 
of the association of american law 
schools contracts section, immediate 
past chair of its commercial and 
related consumer law section, and 
developments reporter for the aba busi-
ness law section’s Uniform commercial 
code committee. He frequently con-
sults with state legislators and uniform 
law commissioners about proposed or 
pending statutes and keeps the aca-
demic and practicing bars informed 
about pending and recently enacted 
legislation.

t 1988
Norman Foster mpp has moved  
to new orleans, where his wife, sally 
Kenney, has become the executive 
director of the H. sophie newcomb 
memorial college institute at tulane 
University. norman is the cfo for the 
city of new orleans, working for the 
newly elected mayor, mitch landrieu, 
and is busy with budget challenges, 
following the saints, and looking  
forward to mardi gras. last summer  
he and his wife traveled to south 
africa for world cup 2010.

Robert Frisbee mpa writes: “dear class-
mates, it’s been quite a ride. i’ve been a 
‘serial entrepreneur’, starting technology 
companies in oregon. denise and i had 

etc.), she’ll interact with international 
corporate executives participating  
in imd programs. nadine intends to 
expand her framing of substantive data 
so more business leaders know these 
practices accrue to their bottom line.

Hilary Hamlin mpa is a senior manage-
ment consultant with Healthcare per-
spective llc, currently managing the 
implementation of electronic medical 
records for two of texas’s largest mental 
Health and mental retardation centers, 
in Houston and fort worth. previously, 
Hilary managed a system implementa-
tion for the state of alabama depart-
ment of mental Health. she is on the 
executive committee for dialogues on 
behavioral Healthcare and on the 
endowment board for the mountain 
retreat and learning center.

Frank Hicks mpp is a consultant with 
forest trends in washington, dc, and 
bio-logical capital of denver, and is on 
the board of root capital in cambridge, 
massachusetts. previously, frank was 
with the rainforest alliance and organic 
commodity products in costa rica, 
technoserve in ghana, the biodiversity 
conservation network in the philip-
pines, and the ford foundation in  
nigeria and new york city. He and his 
family live in costa rica.

Patrice Keegan mpa is executive  
director of boston cares, which annu-
ally mobilizes 70,000 volunteers to 
support 300 nonprofits and schools in 
eastern massachusetts. patrice partici-
pated in the 2007 merger between the 
national Hands on network and points 
of light foundation, and serves on the 
board of directors of the points of light 
institute, along with Michelle Nunn 
mpa 2001.

Rhea Kemble Dignam hksee 
returned to government service in 
march 2010 when she was sworn in as 
the regional director of the atlanta 
regional office of the U.s. securities & 
exchange commission. she had retired 
from ernst & young llp as a principal 
and leader of its americas law firm 
services practice in July 2009. prior to 
joining e&y in 2001, rhea was deputy 
general counsel at new york life insur-
ance company. when she attended 
the state & local executives program, 
she was executive deputy comptroller 
of new york city, and previously had 
been chief assistant district attorney in 
Kings county (brooklyn), new york, 
and executive assistant U.s. attorney 
in the southern district of new york.

Richard Klumpp mpp was selected  
for promotion to brigadier general in 
the U.s. air force and assumed his new 
rank in september. He is currently the 
inspector general for the air force’s air 

t 1987
Bill Aliski mc/mpa has been working 
in the biotechnology industry since 
graduation, with a particular emphasis 
on market access and commercializa-
tion of orphan drugs for rare diseases. 
the commercial product issues range 
from product pricing and reimburse-
ment to early access initiatives for 
patients to the launch of high-value 
products post approval. the focus on 
orphan product approvals has provided 
exposure to international health care 
financing schemes and patient access 
programs in various health systems for 
patients with these diseases. currently 
bill is the chief commercial officer of 
foldrx pharmaceuticals, inc., a small 
biopharmaceutical company with a 
technology focus on protein misfolding 
diseases. the first product to market 
will be tafamidis meglumine, an oral 
medication for the treatment of a rare 
and fatal disease known as transthyre-
tin amyloidosis.

Pia Bungarten mpa and family moved 
to washington, dc, in July 2009 after 
10 years in the headquarters of the 
friedrich ebert foundation in berlin. 
she is the director of the ebert founda-
tion’s washington office which focuses 
on german/european-american coop-
eration. these days, this includes not 
just traditional transatlantic affairs, 
but also global issues, ranging from 
climate negotiations to conflict resolu-
tion. “my husband, thomas baker, 
works on ‘linked data’ and interna-
tional standards for the use of the 
internet as digital library and our son, 
anton, will be a sophomore at wash-
ington international school,” she 
writes. “we are still in contact with 
many old friends from hks-days and 
enjoy renewing relationships.”

Luise Druke mpa is the founder  
and copresident of the Harvard club  
in Hanover, after having founded such 
clubs in Kazakhstan and bulgaria dur-
ing her 30 years with the Un. she still 
teaches Un seminars and remains on 
several boards for research and teach-
ing. work in progress is on mobilizing 
for refugee protection and interna-
tional standards and national prac-
tices for unhcr’s 60th anniversary  
of the 1951 refugee convention.

Nadine Hack mpa, president of 
because global consulting, will spend 
two years as executive-in-residence at 
imd, ranked among top three business 
schools globally by the Financial Times, 
The Economist, and Forbes. focusing on 
responsible leadership (good gover-
nance, transparency, diversity, sustain-
ability, corporate social responsibility, 

she received a “woman who lights Up 
the community” award from the boul-
der chamber of commerce.

James Doane mpa, who retired from 
the department of state in 2000, has 
been consulting with state’s bureau of 
near eastern affairs/iraq. He traveled to 
baghdad to conduct a survey on U.s. 
mission life support service needs 
once the U.s. military pulls out of iraq 
on december 31, 2012. He is also a 
consultant to scientific applications 
international corporation, and assisted 
on saic’s submission for the $6 billion 
contract known as criminal Justice 
program support. 

James Michael Faier mpp sends greet-
ings to fellow mpp ’86ers! “i am hus-
banding (heading to my 10th anniver-
sary) to debbie schwartz and daddying 
to my three sons aaron, seven, zev, 
five, and isaac, nearly two. i am putting 
bread on the table by helping compa-
nies write patents, register trademarks, 
and litigating both. please say ‘hey’ if 
you have a moment.”

Deb Gallagher mpp is a professor at 
the nicholas school of the environment 
at duke University. she teaches envi-
ronmental policy and conducts 
research on business environmental 
stewardship in partnership with col-
leagues from the United nations global 
compact. she and her husband, John, 
live in their empty nest in carrboro, 
north carolina, as siobhan is now a 
freshman at skidmore and laird is a 
senior at wesleyan.

Mark Hartinger mpp is a senior busi-
ness program manager with aetna inc. 
His multi-disciplinary team provides 
claim operations analytics and leads 
workflow process improvements. in his 
24-year career with aetna he has led 
numerous quality and process improve-
ment projects and has completed six 
sigma black belt training. He has also 
led medical provider contracting teams 
in several midwest states. He is married 
(22 years) with three children and lives 
near cincinnati.

Joaquin Perez mpa is a political  
consultant with the campol group in 
miramar, florida, and was part of Hill-
ary clinton’s presidential primary cam-
paign for latinos. He is also an advisor 
for the pan (partido accion nacional) 
in mexico, managing gubernatorial 
and mayoral electoral campaigns. 
since graduation he has been involved 
in many electoral campaigns in central 
and south america.

Help Us maKe  
tHis magazine better  
in the coming weeks, we’ll be 
sending a random sampling of 
hks alumni an online sUrvey 
so we can better understand what 
you like about the magazine and 
how we can improve. please help  
us by taking a few moments to 
complete it. 

—Thanks from the hks magazine staff

What’s On 
Your mind?
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coo at a philanthropic consulting firm, 
calvin edwards & company. the com-
pany provides research, due diligence, 
and evaluation for donors and founda-
tions to assist in “maximizing the good 
of giving.” Jerry completed an evaluation 
of a humanitarian project in nigeria in 
the spring, spoke at a public policy con-
ference in geneva for an international 
humanitarian group in the summer, and 
headed to south africa in the fall.

Yvonne Thayer mpa has retired from 
the foreign service and continues to 
work on refugee issues on contract and 
for the department of state. she ran the 
refugee admissions program in Havana 
in 2009 and in baghdad in 2008. she 
monitors refugee resettlement around 
the United states. an avid diver, biker, 
and kayaker, she spent the winter of 
2010 on a sailboat in the virgin islands.

Marcel van Opstal mpa is ambassador 
of the european Union in brazzaville 
(republic of congo), where he is repre-
senting the european Union High rep-
resentative for foreign affairs and secu-
rity policy. in this capacity marcel is 
chairing the local presidency of the 
european Union and conducting the 
policy dialogue with the congolese 
government, whilst also leading the 
management of eU-congo development 
cooperation in various areas such as 
good governance, health, transport, 
environment protection, water and 
sanitation, and private sector and eco-
nomic regional integration. 

Ron Waldron mc/mpa retired in 2002 
from the U.s. department of Justice, 
where he served in the senior executive 
service for 18 years, and subsequently 
retired from texas a&m University in 
2007. in 2009, with his daughter, 
michelle waldron, and his son-in-law, 
david milstein, as coauthors, he com-
pleted the fifth edition of The Criminal 
Justice System, a textbook available 
from crc publishers. ron now lives in 
bonita springs, florida.

t 1990
John Austin mpa was reelected to 
statewide political office in michigan in 
2008, when voters gave him a second 
eight-year term on the state board of 
education, where he is vice president. 
as a non-resident senior fellow with the 
brookings institution, John manages 
the brookings great lakes economic 
initiative, which he initiated in 2005, 
focused on developing and promoting 
federal, state, and local policy agendas 
that advance economic transformation 
in the great lakes-midwest region, 
including his home state of michigan. 
John coordinates this work from the 
University of michigan, where he is on 

lives in the san francisco bay area with 
his wife and daughter. 

Emiliano Duch mc/mpa has moved 
with his wife, stefania, and four kids 
(giulia, 14, leo, 12, frederic, 8, and 
benet, 4) from barcelona to chevy 
chase, maryland. the move is both 
professional, to develop the practice 
of his economic development consult-
ing firm competitiveness among wash-
ington-based international institu-
tions, and personal, to give the chil-
dren an enriching experience. so if any 
classmates are living in the area and 
have children those ages, please  
get in touch.

David Grazman mpp was appointed 
executive director of Heartland Health 
outreach, inc. (hho), a subsidiary of 
the Heartland alliance for Human 
needs and Human rights in chicago. 
through service provision and advo-
cacy, hho works to ensure that compre-
hensive health care — medical, dental, 
mental health, and substance use treat-
ment — is fully available to people expe-
riencing poverty or trauma, particularly 
those experiencing homelessness, 
those living with hiv/aids, and immi-
grant and refugee populations.

Russell Hawkins mpa is currently 
program counselor with the Korea trade 
and investment promotion agency of 
the economic section of the Korean 
embassy in south africa. He is respon-
sible for identifying business develop-
ment opportunities for Korean firms in 
southern africa. He recently visited 
namibia in search of business partners 
for a Korean multinational firm. previ-
ously, russell was cofounder and ceo 
of itdi investrade, freelance writer for 
the South African Trade Journal, pro-
gram director for africare, and munici-
pal finance advisor for usaid. He has 
lived in south africa for 16 years and 
would welcome hks grads. “a highlight 
of this year was attending a luncheon 
for Harvard president faust in Johan-
nesburg,” he writes.

Shrawan Nigam mpa is a senior con-
sultant with the indian council for 
research on international economic 
relations, a policy think tank in new 
delhi. He leads the work on environ-
ment, energy, and climate change and 
also writes on macroeconomic and 
global governance issues. previously, 
he was a senior economic advisor with 
the government of india, in the plan-
ning commission, the ministry of com-
merce & industry, the ministry of petro-
leum & natural gas, and the ministry of 
finance.

Gerald (Jerry) P. Regier mpa and his 
wife, sharyn, recently moved to atlanta 
(dunwoody), georgia, where he is the 

of patents and with policy issues 
related to immaterial rights and their 
protection in europe. Jesper is still the 
ceo and director general for the danish 
patent and trademark office. 

Robin Lois Kropf mpa is a senior pol-
icy advisor with aarp. this decade, she 
has waded through medicare prescrip-
tion drug enactment, social security 
privatization prevention, and health 
care reform’s bare installation — as well 
as bicycling florence to rome, prague 
to vienna, and seville to granada. she 
often enjoys washington’s thick cultural 
offerings, if not its nation-threatening 
partisanship. Her son, matt, who many 
in the class of ’88 knew (as a high 
school junior at cambridge rindge and 
latin) is now a professor at Harvard 
business school.

Charles O’Hara mc/mpa is the plan-
ning director for the swinomish indian 
tribal community in la conner, wash-
ington. His duties include direction of 
tribal planning and community devel-
opment activities, environmental pro-
grams, cultural resource protection, 
realty, and land mapping services. He 
received a partners in conservation 
award from the secretary of interior for 
coast salish environmental advocacy 
last year and will share in an Honoring 
nations award to the coast salish gath-
ering from the Harvard project. He is 
currently a commissioner on the north-
west straits commission.

Bonnie Politz mc/mpa is closing in on 
18 years at the academy for educational 
development (aed) in washington, dc, 
and now serves as vice president and 
senior technical expert in the social 
change group, focused on domestic 
and international youth development 
policy and practice.

Steve Shender mpa is comfortably 
retired on a couple of inheritances in 
aptos, california. previously, steve 
worked as a journalist, a political and 
corporate speechwriter, and finally a 
high-tech marketing-communications 
writer before being laid off in 2001 at 
age 56. now 65, he has decided that all 
his professional striving wasn’t worth a 
hill of beans. He is currently working on 
a historical novel that he hopes to fin-
ish and publish someday.

t 1989
Adam Diamant mpp is a senior project 
manager at the nonprofit electric power 
research institute (epri), where he is 
responsible for analysis of international 
greenhouse gas (ghg) emissions trad-
ing programs and programs designed 
to create domestic and international 
ghg emissions offsets. currently, adam 

a great time with our two wonderful 
children. our daughter, tyler, is working 
for congressman blumenauer. she’s 
intent on changing the world — and she 
just might. our son, ben, just moved to 
new york city — employed by an invest-
ment bank and living the city life. i 
recently became the development direc-
tor for the world’s first major triple net 
zero office building. i’m delighted to be 
back in the energy space and the public 
sector. denise and i just got off the 
salmon river in idaho, which we boated 
in a tandem canoe. life is good — it’s not 
that there aren’t hard times, but there 
are good ones too. i hope you’re doing 
well, please be in touch.”

Edward Goldstein mpp and his wife, 
melanie, have a baby boy, brooks sam-
uel goldstein, who was born on June 24.

Julio Gomez Pomar mc/mpa served in 
the spanish government as secretary of 
state for public administration and is 
currently director of the pricewater-
housecoopers & ie research center for 
the public sector and academic director 
of an executive master’s in public 
administration program at the ie busi-
ness school in madrid, where he also 
teaches negotiation analysis.

Takeo Hirata mc/mpa is a professor of 
sports business in the graduate school 
of sport sciences at waseda University 
in tokyo, where he is trying to establish 
an academic discipline and an industry 
on the basis of previous experience as 
general secretary of the Japan football 
association. takeo changed his career 
to the sports world after 20 years as an 
international energy negotiator and 
director of the oil and gas in energy 
agency in Japan’s ministry of economy, 
trade, and industry.

Dave Jones jd/mpp won the california 
democratic primary in June in his cam-
paign to become california’s next insur-
ance commissioner, winning 63% of the 
vote and 57 of california’s 58 counties. 
the insurance commissioner is a state-
wide constitutional office charged with 
regulating the insurance industry in 
california. Jones represents sacra-
mento in the california state assembly, 
where he has chaired the Health and 
Judiciary committees. previously, he 
served as a special assistant and coun-
sel to U.s. attorney general Janet reno 
and as a city council member and legal 
aid attorney. dave and his wife, Kim 
Flores mpp, live with their two children 
in sacramento.

Jesper Kongstad mpa has been 
elected chair of the board of the euro-
pean patent organization, a 7,500-staff 
and €1.3 billion ($1.8 billion) turnover, 
not-for-profit intergovernmental organi-
zation that is dealing with the issuance 

and a founding investor and board 
member of venture philanthropy part-
ners. previously, she supervised edu-
cation projects for the world bank.

Michael Jacoby Brown mc/mpa is still 
working as a community organizer, now 
with micah in framingham, massachu-
setts. His book, Building Powerful Com-
munity Organizations, is being used in 
college classes. He lives in arlington, 
massachusetts, with his wife, Jessica 
goldhirsch, and his 10-year-old daughter, 
nessa. “i still miss sue williamson, and 
would love to hear from classmates.”

Margaret (Margot) Daniels Tyler 
mpa, a senior program officer at the bill 
& melinda gates foundation, has been 
selected as a 2010 distinguished 
woman by northwood University in 
dallas. this annual award recognizes 
enormous contributions women make 
to communities, businesses, volunteer 
agencies, and public and private sector 
services worldwide. each distinguished 
woman receives a medal that was origi-
nally designed by the late sculptor 
giulio tamassy.

George Deikun mpa is a senior policy 
and programming adviser for un-habitat 
in geneva, focusing on improving 
humanitarian responses of the interna-
tional community to natural disasters 
and complex emergencies in urban 
areas through policy and improved pro-
gram development. george retired from 
the U.s. senior foreign service of the 
U.s. agency for international develop-
ment in January 2009 and joined un-
habitat shortly there after. His last post-
ing with usaid was as its mission direc-
tor in india.

Muliaman Hadad mpa has been a 
deputy governor of the central bank of 
the republic of indonesia. His responsi-
bility is mainly in the area of financial 
stability. after Harvard, he received a 
phd from monash University of mel-
bourne, australia, in 1996. He is also 
lecturing in local universities in Jakarta.

Jim Jordan mc/mpa reports that his 
20-year-old, whom he used to wheel 
around campus in a stroller, is now a 
junior in college. Jim left the boston 
police department to create profes-
sional development programs at north-
eastern University and now has his own 
little business, strategic resources for 
criminal Justice organizations. “life is 
very good,” he writes. “still grateful for 
experiences at hks. i hope all is well 
with my friends and classmates.”

Karen Krebsbach mc/mpa, a reporter 
and editor who covered banking, 
investment, and international business 
and managed a number of publications 
that won awards for editorial and 

closing a chapter,” she writes. she 
doesn’t plan to practice, but rather 
provide legal advice to nonprofit 
boards.

Pierre Spaninks hksee was recently 
appointed commanding officer of the 
levee guard at the groot salland water 
control board in the netherlands. “i am 
very proud to be working with 500-plus 
volunteers and professionals to guaran-
tee the safety of 500,000 people, their 
homes, and their enterprises by con-
trolling the integrity of the water 
defences in the jurisdiction of the 
board. this jurisdiction comprises the 
delta of the iJssel river and its tributar-
ies, flowing into the iJsselmeer. it 
includes the cities of Kampen, zwolle, 
and deventer, and the rural areas in 
between. the levee guard is respon-
sible for more than 100 kilometers of 
dykes that all need to be patrolled in 
times of high water and adverse 
weather conditions. the regional water 
control boards in the netherlands date 
from the middle ages and are generally 
considered to be the eldest democratic 
institutions that still exist in western 
europe. as a Kennedy school alum in 
the netherlands, there is no other place 
where i could feel more at home.”

Virginia Sparks Volker mc/mpa 
returned to her former position as a 
faculty member at the University of 
alabama at birmingham following grad-
uation. additionally, she was appointed 
administrator for a university-commu-
nity development partnership for six 
years, utilizing university resources to 
address urban blight, crime, jobless-
ness, and inadequate health care. cur-
rently, she is serving her third term as 
an elected board member of the bir-
mingham city schools.

Scott Stucky hksee of the U.s. court 
of appeals for the armed forces was a 
judge in the final rounds of the moot 
court competitions at vanderbilt law 
school (with Judge alex Kozinski of the 
ninth circuit and Judge duane benton 
of the eighth circuit) and ucla law 
school (with Judge barrington parker of 
the second circuit and Judge sandra 
ikuta of the ninth circuit).

t 1991 | reunion
Gabriela Alurralde Smith mpa is 
director and cofounder of amanter 
philanthropy, a high-engagement phil-
anthropic platform focusing on chil-
dren and education. gabriela has 
launched several scholarship and 
educational programs, on topics rang-
ing from health education to empower-
ment and international leadership 
training. she is a member of the Har-
vard Kennedy school dean’s council 

mont energy investment corporation, 
he founded grasteu associates and is 
working for clients around north amer-
ica. He is currently serving in his first 
elected position as a member of the 
select board for richmond, vermont.

Merritt Randolph Helfferich mpa is 
ceo of an education and grant manage-
ment consulting organization in fair-
banks, alaska. they evaluate  
projects, review and analyze nonprofit 
organization operations and structure, 
write proposals, and advise officers and 
boards on the creation of other educa-
tional activities. He is a board member 
and officer of several nonprofits, a  
volunteer for public service groups,  
a member of a number of professional 
organizations, and goes hiking, biking, 
and sailing whenever he can.

Steve Ladd hksee is founder and man-
aging member of stockdale investment 
group llc, a private venture capital firm. 
steve retired in 2007 as founding execu-
tive director of the Kern county children 
and families commission, where he 
oversaw the allocation of more than 
$100 million, demonstrably benefiting 
more than 52,000 children in california. 
steve received the prestigious american 
society for public administration, 
bakersfield chapter, public service 
award “for a lifetime of excellence in 
public service” in may 2007.

Shaun McNally mpa is currently dep-
uty chief of party for local governance 
program for iraq, a usaid-funded pro-
gram designed to enhance provincial 
public administration capacity. previ-
ously, shaun was chief of party for the 
national democratic institute/albania, 
usaid food security advisor/iraq, and a 
three-term legislator from connecticut. 
shaun also served as a peace corps 
volunteer in liberia.

Rene Marlene Rambo-Rodgers mc/
mpa was sworn in to the california bar 
on december 5, 2009 — 32 years after 
graduating from Uc berkeley, boalt Hall 
school of law in 1977. fifty family mem-
bers and friends attended the private 
ceremony at the claremont resort 
Hotel, oakland, california, as rene was 
sworn in by Judge Henry ramsey 
(retired). rene took four months in 
secret to prepare for the february 2009 
three-day exam. needless to say, she 
was totally thrilled to get the results in 
may 2009 and find out that she was 
part of the 33.5 percent that passed! 
rene is the human resources assistant 
manager for the 340,000-member cali-
fornia teachers association. she’s been 
there almost 13 years. all her col-
leagues, including her boss, along with 
many friends, thought she was job 
hunting. “no, not job hunting, just 

the faculty. He and his wife of 23 years, 
terese, and three teenage children 
enjoy ann arbor and michigan 
immensely.

Karl Bostic mpa is a producer in the 
london bureau for nbc news. He works 
as a field producer with coverage in the 
middle east, mostly in iraq, israel, the 
west bank, and gaza, for all nbc news 
broadcasts, including the Nightly News, 
Today, and msnbc. He has also 
reported from Haiti for coverage of the 
earthquake in the beginning of 2010. 
after covering conflict and wars in the 
middle east, the experience in Haiti was 
actually the most rewarding and sober-
ing of any of his experiences in journal-
ism. He would love to hear from any 
classmates or others with interests in 
development and conflict issues.

Dan Chenok mpp recently accepted a 
position as vice president for technol-
ogy strategy with ibm global business 
services, where he works with clients at 
all levels of government, health care, 
and higher education on how best to 
leverage it strategy and innovation to 
meet their goals and objectives. dan is 
also chair of the federal security and 
privacy advisory board, which works 
with federal agencies and congress on 
addressing security and privacy in their 
activities. He lives in bethesda, mary-
land, with his wife, Jill, and three great 
daughters, ages 13, 10, and 5.

Rodney Keith Ferguson mpp has 
joined the brunswick group, a leading 
strategic communications consultancy 
with offices in major financial and regu-
latory centers around the globe, as a 
partner in the firm’s washington, dc, 
office. rodney joins brunswick after 11 
years at the marketing and communica-
tions firm lipman Hearne, where he 
was also a partner and founder of the 
firm’s dc-based public affairs practice. 
rodney also serves on the board of the 
national education writers association 
and of a new organization formed to 
provide financial, communications, and 
leadership training to charter school 
board members. 

William Florida mpp returned to chi-
cago in 2006 with his wife, tomoko, and 
their sons, Karl, eight, and louis, six. 
william is grateful to Rodney Ferguson 
mpp for organizing the annual men’s 
Health and wellness retreat for the 
benefit of our families for hks 1990 
graduates. “it has been a lot of fun to 
catch up with classmates for the benefit 
of our families!” he writes.

Chris Granda mpp is still designing 
and implementing residential energy 
efficiency programs and is enjoying the 
renewed popularity of clean energy. 
last year, after eight years at the ver-
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Quiches, Kugels,  
and Couscous
my Search for Jewish  
Cooking in France
Joan nathan mc/mpa 1976

From Paris to Alsace, from 
traditional dishes with a touch 
of French finesse to the exotic 
flavors used by Jewish 

immigrants from North Africa, 
Nathan, the author of 10 
cookbooks, went looking for 
Jewish cooking in France and 
found a treasure trove of recipes 
and the fascinating and moving 
stories behind them.

Profit at the Bottom  
of the ladder
Creating Value by 
investing in Your 
Workforce
Jody Heymann mpp 1989

Heymann tells the stories  
of companies around the 

world that are linking 
successes at the top of the 
corporate ladder to those on  
all other rungs, and shows how 
businesses have profited by 
improving working conditions 
instead of slashing benefits  
and wages.

Cutting the Fuse:
The Explosion of  
Global Terrorism and  
How to Stop it
Ken feldman mpp 1981,  
robert pape

Analyzing the suicide 
campaigns by al Qaeda in  
Iraq, Afghanistan, Pakistan, 

Lebanon, Israel, Chechnya,  
and Sri Lanka, the authors argue 
that foreign military occupation  
is the root cause of these attacks, 
whereas religion motivates only  
a tiny minority, and call for new 
solutions that America and its allies 
can sustain for decades to come.

Shooting in the Wild
an insider’s account of 
making movies in the  
animal Kingdom 
chris palmer mc/mpa 1973

Palmer, veteran wildlife 
filmmaker and director of 
American University’s  
Center for Environmental 
Filmmaking, shines a light on 

the dark side of a wildlife 
filmmaking industry which, in the 
rush for ratings, sometimes engages 
in questionable behavior, including 
sensationalism, extreme risk  
taking, and even the abuse and 
harassment of animal subjects. 

Justice Brennan: 
liberal Champion
seth stern mpa 2001,  
stephen wermiel

William Brennan’s 34 years as  
a justice on the Supreme Court 
are widely seen as among the 
most influential of the 20th 
century. Working from 

unprecedented access to 
Brennan’s personal and court 
documents (which will not be 
public until 2017), the authors 
present a sweeping look at the  
legal giant and his role in legal 
battles on issues such as abortion 
and the death penalty. 

Judge Sentences: 
Tales from the Bench
dermot meagher  
mc/mpa 1983

With 17 years of experience as 
a judge in Boston’s Municipal 
Trial Court, Meagher reaches 
down from the bench to offer 

a voice of justice rendered as 
kindness and humor rather than 
judgment and discipline. 
Populated by thieves, prostitutes, 
and murderers, his stories are 
about the art and craft of judging. 

t t

t

tt Social innovation, inc.
Five Strategies to Drive 
Business Value through 
Social Change 
Jason saul mpp 1993

“Leading corporations  
like GE and Walmart are 
transforming social 

responsibility into “social 
innovation” and revolutionizing 
the role of business in society,” 
writes Saul. After years of 
measuring the social strategies of 
America’s leading corporations, 
Saul lays out strategies for social 
innovation and offers a practical 
road map for how to get started.

Beyond Vengeance, 
Beyond Duality
a Call for a Compassionate 
Revolution 
sylvia clute mc/mpa 2005

A former trial attorney,  
Clute focuses on legal horror 
stories to demonstrate her 
underlying thesis that the rot 

found in our institutions arises 
from a philosophy of dualism that 
pits us against one another and fails 
to recognize the unity of all life. 
The book offers a blueprint for 
transformative change that begins 
with a central pillar of our culture 
— how we define justice.

Public Policymaking  
in india
rv ayyar mc/mpa 1983

The policymaker is  
no longer found just in 
government. “As the 
boundary between the 
government and the ‘outside’ 

has become more porous, the 
power of non-state policy actors 
outside the government has 
increased enormously,” Ayyar 
writes in a book that helps 
policymakers cope with this 
brave new world.

t

t

t

t

presidential task force that recom-
mended cyber-security metrics report-
ing for all federal departments and 
agencies. Joe received the appreciation 
award-dedicated service from tech-
america for five years of successfully 
leading dhs vision team and annual 
presentations at vision conferences.

Katia Hetter mpp moved to atlanta  
this last fall after her partner was trans-
ferred there for work. Katia is working as 
a freelance writer for rachaelray.com 
and an analyst with the craciun 
research group in anchorage, alaska 
focusing on native issues, coal mining, 
fish and game, and other client-directed 
analysis. she previously worked as 
coeditor of youth communications’ New 
Youth Connections, a magazine written 
by and for teens. 

Bob Holden hksee, governor of mis-
souri from 2001 to 2005, is the founder 
and director of the Holden public policy 
forum at webster University, a nonpar-
tisan speakers program. He also 
teaches politics at the university. addi-
tionally, bob serves as chair of the 
midwest-U.s. china association 
(mwca), a nonprofit, nonpartisan orga-
nization that encourages commerce 
between 12 states in the midwestern 
United states and china.

Laurel MacLaren mpp has been based 
in Jakarta for the past decade. she is 
currently the deputy country represen-
tative of the asia foundation’s indone-
sia program, which assists good gover-
nance, economic growth, and the 
expansion of civil society. previously, 
laurel managed a large-scale usaid 
bilateral maternal and child health 
program, and led programming at save 
the children indonesia. Her two chil-
dren are now aged 10 and 8.

Dennis Nickerson mpa left a corporate 
career several years ago that included 
stints at mcKinsey & company and 
american express to pursue entrepre-
neurial dreams. He founded a company 
that retrofits lighting with led lighting 
for businesses, hospitals, govern-
ments, and schools. dennis and his 
partner have performed more than 300 
retrofits, and are able to reduce lighting 
wattage by 50 to 80 percent. He’s 
intrigued by how these savings could 
also lead to significantly lower utility 
bills for lower-income and elderly com-
munities, and would love to hear from 
hks alums in these fields.

Lee Ocran hksee continued his job as 
chief executive of pepsi cola in ghana 
after leaving hks. However, in 1997 he 
was appointed deputy minister of envi-
ronment, science, and technology. in 
this position he represented the repub-
lic of ghana at various international 

design excellence, died at calvary Hos-
pital in new york city on July 11, 2010. 
she was 52. in lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made to the american 
cancer society. if donating online, 
please have the american cancer soci-
ety direct the donation notice to Kim 
Krebsbach, 1101 gator lane, winter 
springs, florida 32708.

Matt Lorin mpa is the program officer 
for the Harold K.l. castle foundation of 
Kailua, Hawaii, where he manages the 
foundation’s public education reform 
work. His current focus is on principal 
leadership. previously, he was director 
for grants and strategy at the office of 
Hawaiian affairs, the state’s native advo-
cacy agency. He continues to strive and 
thrive in Hawaii. and, most important, 
he has plans for marriage this summer.

Steve Madey mpa, besides providing 
washington representation through 
Hague associates, has completed the 
first year of operations at the Hague 
winery, located on buena vista farm 
(which dates back to circa 1840), on 
virginia’s northern neck. the Hague 
winery’s 2008 vintage wines recently 
won medals in the virginia wine classic 
judging (one platinum, two gold, one 
silver). steve and cynthia’s elder son, 
tucker, recently graduated from the 
University of california, davis, with a 
degree in viticulture and enology.

Tom Moss mpa is a government and 
cross-sector reinvention consultant 
with the public strategies group. He 
helps city, county, state, and federal 
governments get better results for their 
constituents with the resources avail-
able. His wife, susan, is an episcopal 
priest in latino ministry; his son-in-law, 
Philip Schaffner mpp 2009, is trans-
portation planner for the state of min-
nesota; his daughter Kate is in it at 
macalester college; his daughter mag-
gie is in social media marketing at tar-
get corp.; and his son, tJ, is in benefits 
consulting at gallagher & co.

Dan Owen mpa is at the world bank in 
washington, dc, now managing social 
development investment and research 
in azerbaijan, poland, and the eastern 
europe and central asia region.

Hilary Perkin mpa has launched a new 
career in bluegrass and country music. 
“i sing in my grandmother’s name (nell 
robinson) and have just released my 
debut album, Nell Robinson in Loango. 
my old-time music duo (the Henriettas) 
was featured on A Prairie Home Com-
panion this year, which was great fun. 
i’d love to hear from my old hks bud-
dies who are interested in music!”

Rob Pisani hksee is a partner with  
the law firm of pisani & roll llp in 

washington, dc, representing clients 
in the area of customs and interna-
tional trade law. He is a contributing 
author on customs enforcement issues 
published in the U.s. customs law 
edition of the aba’s international  
practitioner’s deskbook series. prior  
to private practice, rob served as a 
senior attorney at U.s. customs Head-
quarters for more than 20 years.

Craig White mpa has written Iraq:  
The Moral Reckoning, a book applying 
classic just war theory to the decision 
to go to war in iraq in 2003. the book 
was published in april 2010. craig 
joined the state department after grad-
uating, working as a U.s. diplomat in 
yemen, iceland, zaire, washington, 
oman, Kenya, and mauritius.

t 1992
Geri Augusto mpa was recently  
named a watson institute fellow of 
international studies at brown Univer-
sity. she continues to teach at the taub-
man center for public policy, and is 
looking forward to the new post as a 
place for productive intersections 
between her own work, scholarship, 
and practice in southern africa, 
Jamaica, the United states, and, most 
recently, brazil and those of many col-
leagues at brown and beyond.

Juliette Fay mpp is writing fiction.  
Her first novel, Shelter Me (Harpercol-
lins 2009), was named one of the 10 
best works of fiction in 2009 by the 
massachusetts center for the book, an 
affiliate of the library of congress. Her 
second novel, Deep Down True (viking 
penguin), is coming out in January 2011. 
she lives in wayland, massachusetts, 
with her husband and four children.

John Godges mpp has recently  
published Oh, Beautiful: An American 
Family in the 20th Century, a family 
memoir that explores what it means to 
be american. His author web site can 
be found at johnpaulgodges.com.  
He also continues to be editor in chief 
of rand Review, the flagship magazine 
of the rand corporation, in santa 
monica, california.

Richard Hyde mc/mpa is setting up a 
consulting group to teach americans 
about their own religious traditions and 
the religions of foreign places in order 
to make them more effective foreign 
service officers, development workers, 
businesspeople, journalists, and citi-
zens of the world. 

Yoshio Matsuki mpa is a professor  
in the department of mathematical 
method for system analysis at the 
national University of Ukraine Kiev poly-
technic institute, currently teaching 

microeconomics and public policy 
together with mathematical models. 
previously, yoshio worked at the interna-
tional atomic energy agency from 1994 
through 2000, and was working in 
Ukraine as a consultant until he got the 
post at the university in Kiev in 2009.

Pushpendra Rai mc/mpa has headed 
the asia-pacific operations of the world 
intellectual property organization (wipo) 
in singapore since 2009. His responsi-
bilities include promoting innovation 
and creativity, implementing ip develop-
ment projects, and conducting economic 
analysis in one of the most vibrant 
regions of the world. pushy shifted from 
the indian administrative service to 
wipo in geneva in 1999 and was respon-
sible for the adoption of the wipo devel-
opment agenda in 2007, a paradigm 
shift in global ip management.

Josef Antonius Rhotert mpa was a 
senior consultant with telekom 
deutschland gmbH, bonn/germany 
and specialized in m&a and it for tele-
communications companies. previ-
ously, Josef was a senior executive vice 
president international it for deutsche 
telekom ag in southeast europe. Josef 
retired from dtag at the end of october 
and has moved to singapore for good 
to spend quality time with his wife who 
is a singaporean and iyengar yoga 
teacher. Josef is a member of the Har-
vard club of singapore and the informa-
tion technology management associa-
tion (itma) of singapore.

Martha “Marti” Trudeau mpa is the 
administrative director of the depart-
ment of veterans affairs center for 
Health equity research and promotion, 
which has the mission of promoting 
equity and quality in health and health-
care among veterans. she recently 
self-published Dmitri’s Neighborhood, 
a chemistry primer for kids aged 12 to 
16 to read prior to taking a first chemis-
try class. further information can be 
found at dmitrisneighborhood.com.

t 1993
Lori Dando mc/mpa will be serving as 
the deputy chief of mission at the U.s. 
embassy in micronesia until the summer 
of 2012. Her previous assignments with 
the U.s. department of state include 
Kosovo, the dominican republic, india, 
denmark, and south africa. 

Joe Guirreri hksee is director of tech-
nology at PESystems. He is providing it 
services for dos, doc/census, doj/dea, 
sba, fdic, cncs, and air force air com-
bat command. Joe has been the federal 
appointee to the information security 
and privacy advisory board (ispab) for 
the past four years. He served on a 
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can Greatness in the Late 20th Century 
(University of massachusetts press, 
september 2010). the book tells two 
parallel, interlocking stories — of how 
economic ideas came to have vastly 
greater influence on american culture 
and thinking after world war ii, and how 
those ideas dovetailed with a growing 
belief that the meaning and value of the 
United states and individual americans 
resided in their income. yarrow, a public 
policy professional in washington, dc, 
also writes for the The Baltimore Sun 
and Education Week.

t 1995
Mark Adamshick mpa is now the 
director of the leadership education 
and development division at the U.s. 
naval academy. this position is one of 
five directorships at the academy and 
is equivalent to a college deanship at 
a civilian university. mark oversees 
three academic departments consist-
ing of more than 50 civilian and mili-
tary faculty members teaching courses 
in leadership, psychology, sociology, 
philosophy, ethics, and military law. 
this division teaches more than 5,000 
students per year. 

L. Padmini Batuwitage mpa is the 
additional secretary (environment and 
policy) of the ministry of environment of 
sri lanka. she has extensive experi-
ence in the development of national 
and international environmental poli-
cies, strategies, and international envi-
ronmental negotiations. she was given 
a special recognition award in 2007 by 
the national cleaner production center 
(a member of the unido-unep cleaner 
production network) for her invaluable 
contribution to cleaner production in 
sri lanka.

Cheryl Claus mpa is an international 
economist with the foreign agricultural 
service at the U.s. department of agri-
culture in washington, dc. she is cur-
rently an advisor to the inter-american 
institute for cooperation on agricul-
ture, the specialized agency for agri-
culture of the inter-american system. 
prior to that, she was a member of the 
U.s. negotiating team for the U.s.-
australia and U.s.-south Korea free 
trade agreements.

Lorene Flaming mpp has moved to 
white salmon, washington, on the 
columbia river and joined portland 
energy conservation, inc. (peci) as a 
program designer. lorene designs 
energy conservation programs for utili-
ties throughout the western United 
states. previously, she worked for 16 
years in international development, 
most recently as an advisor on agricul-

looper’s campaign for governor of colo-
rado. He was elected lieutenant gover-
nor of colorado in november 2010. 

Sunil “Sonny” Garg mpp was pro-
moted to president of exelon power last 
summer. sonny, previously senior vice 
president of human resources of exelon 
corporation, will lead exelon power, 
which operates the company’s fleet of 
105 fossil, hydroelectric, and renewable 
generating units located in illinois, 
maryland, massachusetts, pennsylva-
nia, and texas. in this role, he will be 
responsible for the continued safe 
operations of the fleet and for expand-
ing the portfolio within exelon power, 
including renewable energy. 

Weiqun Gu phd is now a contractor for 
the Un and the U.s. state department. 
willing to work as a consultant on 
china, taiwan, and Hong Kong related 
business. His current interest is looking 
for supporters, sponsors, and collabo-
rators to promote what he terms the 
world Union of developed democra-
cies, with the United states playing a 
leading role.

Candace Havens mpa is serving the 
city of newton, massachusetts, as 
interim director of planning and devel-
opment and chief planner. she over-
sees the city’s long-range and current 
planning operations and supervises 27 
professional planners with expertise in 
transportation, affordable housing, 
conservation, land use, historic preser-
vation, and telecommunications. out-
side work she enjoys her passions for 
food and culture and recently pub-
lished her first cookbook.

Lisa Henrickson (Martin) mpp and 
her husband, roy, welcomed their first 
child to the world on may 26, 2010. 
madelynn michelle Henrickson was 
born at 2:52 am and weighed in at a 
hearty 8 pounds, 9 ounces. after taking 
maternity leave, lisa returned to her 
position as assistant general counsel 
for verizon business, where she spends 
her days negotiating highly complex 
service and outsourcing agreements for 
verizon’s large corporate customers.

Rod Hsiao mpp welcomed a bouncing 
baby boy, anthony, on may 9, 2010. He 
weighed 7 pounds, 5 ounces and was 
19.5 inches long.

Brian Quinn mpp is an assistant pro-
fessor of law at boston college law 
school, where he teaches corporate 
law, mergers & acquisitions, and deals. 
previously, brian was a teaching fellow 
in corporate governance at stanford 
law school.

Andrew Yarrow mpa has just published 
his new book, Measuring America: How 
Economic Growth Came to Define Ameri-

center, managing renewable energy 
generation programs for the common-
wealth.

Gwen Young mpp ended her work as a 
policy and advocacy officer with the bill 
& melinda gates foundation in spring 
2010. she has worked as a strategic 
planning consultant to a university and 
a business start-up focusing on global 
health and development of technolo-
gies and partnerships to empower 
women in the developing world. gwen 
continues to work with nonprofit orga-
nizations on strategy, policy, and advo-
cacy with a focus on humanitarian and 
gender issues.

t 1994
Loren Blackford mpp is chair of the 
sierra club foundation board of direc-
tors. through the sierra club and as a 
private consultant with other entities, 
loren focuses on developing energy 
efficiency for buildings in new york city 
and nationwide. she is married with 
two children, aged 9 and 11, and 
resides in new york.

Peter Boynton mpa was recently sworn 
in at the state capitol by connecticut 
governor m. Jodi rell as commissioner of 
the department of emergency manage-
ment and Homeland security. peter’s 
swearing-in ceremony was held may 3, 
2010, following his appointment by the 
governor in 2009 and his confirmation 
earlier in 2010 year by the connecticut 
general assembly. the ceremony 
included peter’s wife, susan, his daugh-
ter adria, and his son, paul. their oldest 
daughter, christine, was not present for 
the ceremony. the department of emer-
gency management and Homeland 
security is responsible for running the 
state’s emergency operations center, 
managing federal grants and training for 
both emergency management and 
homeland security, and oversight of the 
state intelligence fusion center for 
homeland security. the department was 
created by the governor and the general 
assembly in 2004.

Brian Brooke mpp is manager of 
research, policy, and business develop-
ment at the central puget sound 
regional transit authority (sound  
transit) in seattle. brian is starting  
up a microbrewery — with expansion  
plans to build an artisan microdistill-
ery — using local pacific northwest 
ingredients.

Joseph Garcia hksee completed his 
fourth year as president of colorado 
state University-pueblo, colorado’s 
premier Hispanic-serving institution and 
a wonderful place to work, before being 
asked to join denver mayor John Hicken-

conferences that discussed climate 
change, the montreal protocol on 
ozone depleting substances, and 
desertification, among other things. in 
2005 he entered parliament and pro-
moted development of his rural con-
stituency by providing it with schools, 
electricity, and potable water. in 2009 
he was appointed ghana’s high com-
missioner (ambassador) to south 
africa, promoting good relationship 
between the republic of south africa 
and ghana.

John Reid mpp continues as president 
of conservation strategy fund (csf), an 
organization he founded in 1998 to 
teach economics and policy analysis 
skills to nature conservation profession-
als. csf has offices in california, where 
John lives, and in brazil and bolivia. He’s 
been very involved in efforts to prevent 
tropical deforestation by avoiding inef-
ficient development projects and by 
designing conservation strategies with 
greater awareness of economic realities. 
John is married to carol andrews, and 
their two kids are now big enough that 
John has time for mountain biking and 
nature photography.

Kristen Sample mpp is the andean 
regional director for international idea, 
a stockholm-based intergovernmental 
organization that supports democratic 
reform through policy development, 
training, and technical assistance. 
Kristen, her husband, and three chil-
dren have been living in lima, peru, for 
the past seven years.

Jason Saul mpp has been back in  
graduate school mode, pulling a few 
too many all-nighters finishing two 
new books, Social Innovation, Inc.: 
Five Strategies to Drive Business  
Value through Social Change (Jossey-
bass, october 2010), and The End  
of Fundraising: How to Raise More  
by Selling Your Impact (Jossey-bass, 
february 2011).

Nikhil Srinivasan hksee is in  
singapore, where he is ceo and chief 
investment officer for allianz invest-
ment management. He is responsible 
for managing the asian assets of alli-
anz se, the munich-based financial 
conglomerate.

Nasrin Sultana mpa is working as  
a joint chief in the economic relations 
division of bangladesh’s ministry of 
finance, looking after development 
programs of dps like dfid, ec,  
the royal netherlands government, 
the federal republic of germany, italy, 
france, spain, russia, and a few  
other ec countries.

Carter Wall mpp is currently working 
for the massachusetts clean energy 

transportation, and infrastructure proj-
ects. michael joined the company in 
early 2010, after serving as first deputy 
mayor from 1999 to 2006 to then balti-
more mayor martin o’malley and as 
chief of staff to maryland governor 
o’malley from 2007 to 2010.

Robert (Bob) Hall hksee was a keynote 
speaker at a plenary session of the 
south african sports and recreation 
conference held in durban, south africa, 
august 11–13, 2010. the biennial confer-
ence is sponsored by the south african 
government ministry of sport and recre-
ation. bob is past president of the 
national recreation and park associa-
tion and the american academy of park 
and recreation administration and is a 
member of the missouri recreation and 
park Hall of fame.

Lea Henry mpp is a program officer 
with the north carolina association of 
community development corporations, 
managing projects related to sustain-
able communities, regional planning, 
and work supports and providing tech-
nical assistance to community-based 
nonprofits. she is also a member of the 
durham workforce development board 
and chair of the youth council, oversee-
ing employment, training, and educa-
tion programs for out-of-school and 
out-of-work teenagers and young adults 
in durham county.

Fred Kacher mpp recently returned  
to washington, dc, to serve as the lead 
speechwriter for the chairman of the 
Joint chiefs of staff. previously, he 
served as the first commanding officer 
of uss Stockdale, a destroyer home-
ported in san diego, and completed the 
book Guide for the Newly Commis-
sioned Naval Officer (usni, 2009), 
focused on helping new officers with 
their transition to the fleet.

Eduardo Pizano mpa, after serving in 
government for 12 years, is dedicated to 
sponsoring social housing projects in 
colombia. He participated in ciudad 
verde, a 36,000-unit housing project in 
soacha, south of bogota.

ously an assistant professor of organi-
zational behavior at the olin school of 
business, washington University in st. 
louis. He, his wife, and two daughters 
live in bethesda, maryland.

Carrie Norbin Killoran mpp, an attor-
ney, is vice president and chief compli-
ance/integrity officer for aurora Health 
care, inc. in milwaukee, the largest inte-
grated health system in wisconsin. pre-
viously, she was a partner with Quarles 
& brady llp in their health law practice. 
prior to joining Quarles & brady, she was 
a partner in michael best & friedrich’s 
health care practice group. at the Ken-
nedy school she concentrated her stud-
ies on health policy and then earned her 
Jd from Harvard law school in 1999. 
while an undergraduate at macalester 
college, she was selected  
as a truman scholar and was a member 
of the debate team. she served on the 
macalester alumni board from 1998 to 
2004 and has been active with the 
alumni groups in milwaukee and bos-
ton. Her husband, grant Killoran,  
graduated from macalester in 1986.

Michelle Stent mpa is director of  
community and government affairs for 
north general Hospital, an urban  
community teaching hospital in Harlem, 
new york. michelle has expertise in 
federal, state, and municipal govern-
ment and public affairs with a specialty 
in political advocacy, public policy, 
health care/education, grant manage-
ment, public, media/press relations, 
grant, and nonprofit administration.

Blanca Tirachini mc/mpa is a univer-
sity professor at Universidad nacional 
del comahue, in the patagonian region 
of argentina, developing undergraduate 
and graduate courses on strategy and 
human resources. previously, blanca 
was elected the first ombudsman 
(defensora del pueblo) for the city of 
neuquen, for the 1999 to 2005 term. 
she continues in academia, now work-
ing on her doctoral thesis concerning 
management tools for popular libraries, 
a specific type of argentine ngos.

t 1997
Pablo de Lafuenta mpa just relocated 
from brasil to asuncion, paraguay, with 
his wife and four children. He is work-
ing for monsanto as a director of border 
countries, responsible for operations in 
bolivia, Uruguay, and paraguay.

Michael Enright mpa is managing 
director in the annapolis office of 
beowulf energy, a private independent 
power and infrastructure company with 
expertise in the development, acquisi-
tion, and long-term operation of power 
generation, natural gas exploration, 

Jim Sailer mpp is vice president of 
corporate affairs at the population 
council, an international ngo that con-
ducts research and advises govern-
ments on reproductive health, hiv/
aids, and gender issues. He manages 
the business functions of the council, 
including licensing of the council’s 
biomedical technologies. previously, 
Jim was a senior staff member in the 
nyc department of education under 
chancellor Joel Klein. Jim sits on three 
nonprofit boards — the arch and ica 
foundations, and insidengo.

Lawrence Spinetta mpp was selected 
for a fellowship in washington, dc, to 
complete a phd dissertation for the 
school of advanced air & space  
studies, air University. previously,  
lawrence commanded an mq-1b  
predator unmanned aircraft squadron  
in nevada after serving a tour  
flying f-15s at langley air force  
base, virginia.

Nancy Szmolyan Spinetta mpp is  
a senior practice expert at mcKinsey & 
company in washington, dc. nancy 
specializes in the asset management 
and financial services industry. she 
recently earned her black belt in tae 
kwon do.

Tsuyoshi Yoshimuta mpp is director  
of the government it system division 
at the Japanese ministry of internal 
affairs and communications. previ-
ously, tsuyoshi was director of the 
press affairs division of the prime 
minister’s office (the equivalent of the 
white House). tsuyoshi enjoys talking 
about government cloud computing 
and open government initiative, and  
is happy to explain Japanese politics 
to U.s. friends.

t 1996 | reunion
Todd Harper mpp writes that “since 
the financial meltdown, it’s been a wild 
ride.” todd serves as the staff director 
of the U.s. House capital markets sub-
committee. “during the negotiations on 
the dodd-frank wall street reform and 
consumer protection act, i participated 
in history and led efforts to rein in too-
big-to-fail financial institutions, better 
protect investors, reform credit rating 
agencies, register hedge fund advisors, 
and update appraisal practices. my hks 
degree definitely helped me out.”

Carol Linburn mpa welcomed her third 
child, miles wallace Krepelka, on 
november 25, 2009. carol currently 
works for adobe in san francisco.

Chris Long mpp recently became an 
assistant professor of management at 
the mcdonough school of business at 
georgetown University. He was previ-

ture and community development pro-
grams in afghanistan.

Deborah Fleischer mpa is president 
of green impact, a strategic environ-
mental consulting practice that helps 
ngos and socially responsible busi-
nesses walk the green talk. she spe-
cializes in sustainability communica-
tions and stakeholder engagement 
programs that foster dialogue and 
inspire action. she is currently helping 
University of california, san francisco 
launch its new sustainability web site 
and recently published a white paper 
on green teams with greenbiz.com. 
you can learn more about deborah’s 
work at greenimpact.com.

Elias Freig mpa is a consultant and 
social entrepreneur serving as coordina-
tor of the special co2 task force of mexi-
co’s ministry of finance (shcp) in charge 
of public policies, economics of climate 
change, and carbon finance. His team is 
developing a concrete proposal and 
framework with integral and innovative 
approaches to design and operational-
ize a sound and effective global finan-
cial architecture that could lead to a 
win-win climate change global deal at 
unfccc’s cop-16 in cancun, mexico.

Tami Kesselman mpa is executive 
director of reach: rewarding achieve-
ment (reachschools.org), an innovative 
college prep program for more than 
3,000 inner-city high school students 
from new york city’s poorest neighbor-
hoods. in under three years, reach has 
become the largest, most effective 
program of its kind in the country. 
previously a consultant with bain, then 
a senior director at american express, 
tami has migrated her strategy back-
ground to helming breakthrough solu-
tions for urban K-12 education reform.

Angela Poon Cheung mpp gave birth  
to her son, James stephen cheung, on 
January 12, 2010, at 12:59 pm. James 
weighed 8 pounds, 6 ounces and  
measured 21 and a quarter inches.  
He is the first child of angela and her 
husband, steve. given James’s arrival, 
angela has decided to try life as a  
stay-at-home mom.

Karen Rozier mpa left the naval sea 
systems command in 2004, claiming 
that she wanted to pursue peace. after 
a few years in mexico with her family 
trying to establish building projects, 
they returned to the states because 
their son (aka david bear) required 
brain shunt replacement. they have 
decided to return to the east to be 
closer to family. she still dreams of 
finishing her doctorate, but still can’t 
focus, as evidenced by her blog rs4a-
betterworld.blogspot.com. 

Help Us maKe  
tHis magazine better  
in the coming weeks, we’ll be 
sending a random sampling of 
hks alumni an online sUrvey 
so we can better understand what 
you like about the magazine and 
how we can improve. please help  
us by taking a few moments to 
complete it. 

—Thanks from the hks magazine staff

What’s On 
Your mind?
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Katie Simons mpp is the executive 
director of the talaris institute, a non-
profit with a mission to support parents 
and caregivers in raising socially and 
emotionally healthy children. the goal 
of talaris is to serve as the bridge 
between what researchers know about 
early childhood development and what 
parents and caregivers practice. previ-
ously, Katie was the director of brewed 
coffee for starbucks coffee company. 
Katie and her husband, steve, live in 
seattle with their two young daughters.

John Theriault mc/mpa is founder of 
truventis, a management consulting 
firm focused on strategy, human capi-
tal, and communications serving the 
defense and intelligence, health care 
and life science, and banking and 
financial services markets with offices 
in boston and washington. recent work 
includes the defense intelligence agen-
cy’s strategic plan. He lives outside 
boston with his partner and a portu-
guese water dog named ike (which 
looks a lot like bo and is a strong 
obama supporter!).

Juan Verde mpp currently serves  
as the deputy assistant secretary for 
europe and eurasia at the U.s. depart-
ment of commerce, having been 
appointed by president barack obama 
in december 2009. in this capacity, 
Juan leads the department’s efforts to 
address trade policy and market 
access issues facing U.s. firms 
engaged in commercial activity 
throughout europe and eurasia. prior 
to his appointment, Juan was founder 
and president of grupo pass, a suc-
cessful consulting firm based in spain 
that advises governments and private 
companies on international trade and 
renewable energy matters. He had 
previously been director of latin amer-
ica and the iberian peninsula for the 
corporate executive board. Juan 
resides in washington, dc.

t 1999
Takao Aiba mpp is a coordinating exec-
utive of toyota motor europe, in brus-
sels, managing toyota’s major environ-
mental activities in european regions, 
aimed at environmental leadership in 
the european auto industry. previously, 
takao was a head of sustainable devel-
opment at the development bank of 
Japan and specially appointed associ-
ate professor at osaka University, 
teaching environmental economics.

Stan Coerr mpa is a gs-15 and serves 
as director of strategic plans for marine 
corps aviation in the pentagon. He 
recently completed both the mit semi-
nar xxi program and the iowa writer’s 
workshop summer series. stan contin-

professor at University of maryland 
University college.

Charles Hokanson mpp serves as 
vice chair of the arlington county 
republican party and also served as 
treasurer of a congressional campaign 
in virginia’s 8th district in 2010. 
throughout 2010 he was one of the 
obama administration’s expert review-
ers evaluating states’ applications for 
$4.4 billion in race to the top funding 
aimed at promoting education reforms 
across the country. He was recently 
reelected to the hks washington, dc, 
alumni council.

Sebastian Lorenz mpa runs his own 
health care consulting company, care-
metrics gmbH, in st. gallen, switzer-
land, which he established soon after 
graduation. the firm uses a Harvard 
socio-empirical model to conduct out-
comes surveys of users and employees 
of mental health facilities in switzer-
land and germany in four languages. 
sebastian also practices medicine at a 
large public psychiatric hospital. previ-
ously, he served in management and 
leadership functions in the hospital 
and health care industries. He is a 
board member of the german hks spin-
off institute for leadership develop-
ment with Rasmus Tenbergen mpa 
2001, in datteln/ruhr.

Patrick Marx mpa, long-serving hks 
minnesota alumni representative, is 
relocating to missoula, montana, where 
he will continue his leadership develop-
ment practice. in June, patrick earned 
certification to practice the immunity to 
change process upon completing a 
year-long program with robert Kegan 
and lisa lahey of the Harvard graduate 
school of education.

Lydia Ogden mpp completed her doc-
torate in health services research and 
health policy in march 2010. she is a 
senior health policy advisor at the 
national commission on fiscal respon-
sibility and reform (aka the debt com-
mission) in washington, dc, and in the 
office of prevention through Healthcare 
at the centers for disease control and 
prevention in atlanta, georgia. she is 
an adjunct faculty member at emory 
University’s rollins school of public 
Health, where she teaches about the 
U.s. health system.

Daniel Rosenberg mpp now has two 
beautiful girls, maya giselle, three, and 
lila Hana, one. they are starting to play 
together, which is nice. daniel has 
biked more than 9,000 miles in the 
past four and a half years. soon he’ll 
roll over the odometer when he hits 
10,000. catch him on the road.

advisory commission, which delivered 
the nation’s first state ocean plan in 
december 2009.

Raghav Chandra mpa is a civil servant 
with the indian government who is cur-
rently principal secretary for the depart-
ment of revenue, relief, rehabilitation 
and religious trusts in the central indian 
state of mp. He is on several important 
committees of the state of mp relating to 
industrial development, investment 
promotion, and planning. He is playing 
badminton and golf and is in an 
advanced stage of completion with a 
novel on tiger conservation and the 
endangered species trade.

Nicolas Ducote mpp, after 10 years of 
leading cippec into becoming the pre-
mier think tank in argentina, and one of 
the top five in latin america, decided  
to leave the organization he cofounded 
to start his career in electoral politics. 
after managing a successful transition 
at cippec (on to another hks graduate, 
Fernando Straface mpp 2003), he 
took responsibility for leading the cam-
paign and policy teams for one of the 
leading national peronist candidates  
for next year’s general election. nico 
will also be running for office for the 
national congress in those elections  
of october 2011.

David Englin mpp is serving his third 
term representing the 45th district in the 
virginia House of delegates and was 
elected vice chairman of the House dem-
ocratic caucus. as a citizen legislator, in 
July he became a principal at englin con-
sulting, the strategic communications 
and advocacy firm founded in 2006 by 
his wife, Shayna Englin mpp 2000.

Daniel Ennis mpa, formerly executive 
dean for administration at Harvard 
medical school and an experienced 
leader, business strategist, and finan-
cial analyst, joined Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity last summer as senior vice presi-
dent for administration and finance. as 
chief administrative officer and one of 
the university’s top three leaders, he 
will be responsible for finance, account-
ing, investment, and money manage-
ment functions; the real estate and 
audit offices; facilities management; 
purchasing; human resources; and 
Homewood campus safety and security.

Steve Gantz mpp took a new position 
in June as chief security officer of evolvent 
technologies, overseeing all security 
and privacy related services the federal 
contractor delivers to its clients. this 
role builds on a career path launched at 
hks working as a consultant to it exec-
utives in federal government agencies. 
steve remains invested in higher edu-
cation as well, teaching graduate infor-
mation security courses as an adjunct 

Michael Reidy mc/mpa was appointed 
the government of guam’s director of 
administration after graduation. in 
march 1999 he was appointed the 
guam’s superintendent of education. 
in January of 2000, michael activated 
his consulting business and also 
began teaching at guam’s community 
college. recently, he began doing 
some contractual work for the U.s. 
department of state. michael volun-
teers as a mediator and continues to 
ocean swim, cycle, and play water polo 
not too well. His son, danny, is now a 
sophomore in high school and his 
daughter, chelsea, works in Japan in 
an exchange teaching program.

Laura Wheelock mpp is living and 
working in lake atitlan, guatemala, 
facilitating cultural immersion and 
community service through her non-
profit organization, magic carpet rides, 
and engaging in development work as 
executive director of ati’t ala’, a guate-
malan ngo. she was recently visited by 
classmate Seth Kugel mpp, who wrote 
a New York Times frugal traveler col-
umn about his home-stay experience. 
laura and her fiancé, markus, were 
expecting their first child in december.

t 1998
Kathy Brooks mc/mpa currently serves 
as the director of the rural physician 
associate program at the University of 
minnesota medical school, a program 
where third-year medical students 
interested in rural primary care train in 
sites across minnesota. she enjoys 
teaching and mentoring future primary 
care physicians and addressing primary 
care workforce policy issues. she and 
her husband, marv, are proud to soon 
celebrate the marriage of their eldest 
daughter, Kelly.

Christopher Browne mpa was pro-
moted to assistant commissioner for 
communications and government 
affairs at the new york city department 
of finance, where he oversees the 
agency’s web site, published material, 
and relations with public officials. chris 
previously directed government rela-
tions for the finance department, 
which, with $23 billion in revenue, is 
the nation’s largest municipal tax 
agency. in prior post-hks roles, chris 
worked at the state legislature in santa 
fe, new mexico, and as a community 
development lender in new york city. 

John Bullard iop continues to serve as 
president of sea education association 
in woods Hole, massachusetts. sea 
teaches undergraduates about the 
ocean with sea semester. He also 
served on the massachusetts ocean 

accepting this position, he served as 
executive assistant and counsel to the 
chair of the farm credit administration, 
which regulates the banks.

Bill Schmidt mc/mpa received a  
master’s of arts in communication with  
a concentration in public relations and 
advertising from suffolk University in 
may. He plans to investigate career 
options in the nonprofit arena, particu-
larly in health care in massachusetts.  
in the short term, he will be volunteer-
ing with Harvard business school and 
Harvard Kennedy school alumni 
involved with the community action 
partners program that provides volun-
teer management consulting services  
to boston-area nonprofits.

Stefanie Teggemann mpa has moved 
back home to germany, where she has 
taken up the position of head of the 
anticorruption and integrity program at 
gtz, a federally owned enterprise spe-
cializing in implementing development 
cooperation. she is on a leave of 
absence from the world bank, where 
she managed public sector governance 
projects in asia and africa and pro-
moted pioneering leadership initiatives 
as a new way of empowering world 
bank clients. 

t 2001 | reunion
Bob Ansley hksee was elected to the 
college of fellows of the american insti-
tute of certified planners. the college 
recognizes individuals who have made 
exceptional contributions to the city 
planning profession. bob is the presi-
dent of the orlando neighborhood 
improvement corporation, a nonprofit 
developer and owner of affordable 
rental housing in central florida.

Paul Becker mpa has been the direc-
tor of intelligence for the international 
security assistance force (isaf) Joint 
command in Kabul for the past year. 
“there are plenty of Harvard and hks 
alums in afghanistan serving the 
american public,” he writes. “this is 
where the 9/11 attacks were planned. 
it is a vital national security interest to 
the U.s. and all the countries of the 
world fighting violent extremism to 
make sure there are no sanctuaries in 
this country once again from which 
transnational extremists can launch 
attacks. proud to be part of the Har-
vard contribution to this cause.”

Rob Dubois mpa is a security manager 
for shell/motiva in port arthur, texas. 
previously, rob was a commander in 
the U.s. coast guard.

Marva Goldsmith mc/mpa is a certi-
fied image consultant and personal 
brand strategist. Her book, Re-Branding 

preventive medicine, having launched 
its United Kingdom operation in march 
2010 and planning further international 
launches. He is also contributing to 
leadership education via the european 
leadership academy. as time allows, 
with these commitments and a two-year-
old daughter, he is always thrilled to 
connect with other Harvard alums on the 
subjects of health care and leadership.

t 2000
John Andrews hksee was honored 
with the new Hampshire bar associa-
tion’s 2010 service to the bar award. 
andrews retired from the new Hamp-
shire local government center in  
september 2009.

Beatrix Austin (Schmelzle) mpa  
married alexander austin in June 2010. 
both work in the peacebuilding field. 
beatrix continues to serve as the coordi-
nator and editor of the Berghof Hand-
book for Conflict Transformation for 
berlin-based berghof conflict research. 
Her most recent publications are the 
berghof Handbook dialogue series on 
Human rights and conflict transforma-
tion, and the forthcoming edited volume 
Transforming Ethnopolitical Conflict:The 
Berghof Handbook Part Two.

Clayton Bond mpp is a foreign ser-
vice officer based in Jakarta, where his 
spouse, ted osius, is deputy chief of 
mission.

Sherry Hartel Haus mpp is counsel 
with wilmerHale in boston, special-
izing in securities litigation. she also 
recently spent six months prosecuting 
and trying criminal cases as a special 
assistant district attorney for middle-
sex county. she has been recognized 
in Boston Magazine as a “new england 
super lawyers rising star.” sherry 
lives in boston with her husband, 
brian, an orthopedic surgeon at chil-
dren’s Hospital, and their one-year-old 
daughter, diana.

Cecilia Lonning mpa is heading  
mercer’s human capital division in 
denmark, supporting clients in meeting 
Hr challenges. moreover, cecilia is a 
member of the copenhagen city coun-
cil and is a candidate for the danish 
folketing for venstre, denmark’s liberal 
party. cecilia lives with anders and 
their two children, camille, two, and 
carl-christian, almost a year.

James Morris hksee is general  
counsel of the farm credit system 
insurance corporation. the corporation, 
with more than $3 billion in assets, 
guarantees the timely payment of prin-
cipal and interest on approximately 
$175 billion in bonds issued by the 
farm credit system banks. prior to 

asia. they invite any friends passing 
through and Hong Kong-based alums to 
contact them.

Femi Richards mpp was recognized in 
the spring 2010 edition of Savoy Mag-
azine as one of the “top 100 most 
influential blacks in corporate amer-
ica.” currently, femi is the vice presi-
dent of audit and compliance for lexis-
nexis group, where he oversees the 
company’s audit and compliance pro-
gram, including responsibility for inter-
nal, external, and customer-facing 
privacy and compliance processes 
along with comprehensive compliance 
auditing. femi and his wife, nettie, 
reside in potomac, maryland, with 
their three children. 

Reshma Saujani mpp ran for con-
gress in the democratic primary in new 
york city’s 14th district. previously, 
reshma was deputy general counsel of 
the liquid markets business at fortress 
investment group, associate general 
counsel at carlyle-blue wave partners 
management, and an associate at 
davis polk & wardwell. reshma was 
also a research fellow at yale law 
school and a member of the american 
democracy institute, the eleanor roos-
evelt legacy committee, and the coun-
cil on foreign relations, and head of 
the under-40 effort at the democratic 
national committee.

Vanessa Tantillo mpp is a foreign  
service officer currently working as the 
assistant public affairs officer at the U.s. 
consulate general in Ho chi minh city. 

Katherine Triantafillou mpa, an attor-
ney and mediator, has opened two new 
offices — one on martha’s vineyard, 
where she now lives with her fiancé, and 
one in downtown boston. previously, 
Katherine practiced law in cambridge, 
massachusetts, where she also served 
as a city councilor for three terms. Kath-
erine has worked internationally on civil 
society projects in Kosovo, bosnia, azer-
baijan, and greece.

Jeff Weiss jd/mpp is senior director of 
technical barriers to trade at the office 
of the U.s. trade representative in 
washington, dc, where he develops, 
coordinates, and implements U.s. trade 
policy for product regulations and stan-
dards. He represents the United states 
at the wto committee on technical 
barriers to trade in geneva and is a 
lead negotiator in the trans-pacific 
partnership negotiations. He has also 
served as assistant general counsel at 
ustr and assistant legal advisor at the 
U.s. mission to the wto in geneva. 

Stefan Wisbauer mpa is working on 
scalable prevention and chronic condi-
tion management solutions with U.s. 

ues to serve in the marine corps 
reserve as a lieutenant colonel and 
commanding officer of 4th anglico in 
west palm beach, florida.

Alix de Mauny mpa is the develop-
ment and marketing manager for the 
european Union youth orchestra, which 
unites europe’s most talented young 
musicians, under some of the world’s 
most famous conductors, in an orches-
tra that transcends cultural boundaries 
and performs all over the world. previ-
ously, she worked for the european 
commission in the west bank and 
gaza, the red cross in colombia and 
rwanda, the british foreign office, and 
care international in Kosovo.

Bob Duffy mpa produces the massa-
chusetts teachers association’s adver-
tising and earned media campaigns, 
creates public affairs and cause market-
ing programs, and provides crisis com-
munications. bob created and serves 
as president of an award-winning 501(c)
(3) foundation, reading matters inc., 
which uses cause marketing to promote 
student achievement in massachusetts. 
He also works with one of his hks class-
mates at the altos group, which is a 
san francisco-based health care con-
sulting firm. 

Zheng Jie mpa is the chairman and  
ceo of china mobile group shanghai 
co., ltd., which provides telecommuni-
cation services in shanghai, china. 
zheng formerly served as the deputy 
director general of shanghai posts & 
telecommunications administration,  
as director of shanghai long distance 
telecommunications bureau, and as 
chief engineer and deputy director of 
shanghai telephone bureau. He has 
more than 26 years of experience in the 
telecommunication industry.

Marge Medd mc/mpa was appointed 
by governor John baldacci to a second 
term on the University of maine sys-
tem board of trustees. she had served 
as chair of the academic affairs com-
mittee. she also served on three exec-
utive search committees and on the 
new challenges new directions task 
force, which produced a report on the 
ums system restructuring plans, finan-
cial policies, and the creation of a 
public agenda.

Raghu Narain mpa is living in Hong 
Kong with his wife, isis. raghu is a 
managing director and was recently 
promoted to cohead of global industri-
als group, asia for rbs. in this role, 
raghu is responsible for advising cli-
ents in the industrials space on m&a 
and capital raising solutions. raghu 
and isis are enjoying exploring Hong 
Kong, undertaking community service, 
and traveling to different countries in 
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tioned in amman, and his wife, maria 
elena, is expecting their fifth child.

Manuel Vega hksee is the senior 
advisor to the federal aviation admin-
istration vice president for acquisition 
and business services, and oversees 
the development and implementation 
of strategic initiatives supporting mod-
ernization of the national airspace 
system. His present duties follow a 
very successful program management 
position as manager of the ground-
based navigation office, where he 
directed the procurement, installation, 
and commissioning of navigation facil-
ities nationwide. 

Erik Wang mc/mpa is currently a man-
aging partner of Hong Kong-based advi-
sory and fund management firm greater 
china capital ltd. He is in charge of 
fundraising and investments for a china 
construction bank-sponsored private 
equity fund and several publicly listed 
chinese companies in singapore. previ-
ously, he was the head of corporate 
development for deutsche telekom 
asia & t-systems singapore and com-
mercial consul for the singapore 
embassy in beijing and the singapore 
consulate in shanghai. He was an eco-
nomic advisor for state-designated 
beijing zhongguangchun High tech 
park and shanghai waigaojiao indus-
trial park in china. 

Yong Zhang mpa/id is the founder of 
global alliance for chinese enterprises 
ltd, an institution devoted to promoting 
china’s overseas direct investment. 
previously, he worked with the Hong 
Kong monetary authority, the world 
bank, ifc, the world economic forum, 
and royal dutch shell. from 1998 to 
2000 he served as the editor in chief  
of Harvard China Review. 

t 2002
Ivan Barron mpp, after several years  
of starting up education programs for 
college summit inc. and providing lead-
ership development training for public 
sector organizations, will be pursuing a 
phd program in education leadership 
and policy at the University of washing-
ton. in the program he has been 
awarded a four-year (cret) fellowship to 
research current policy and management 
issues of educational reform. He is open 
to hearing about interesting research 
ideas from hks alumni. 

Alon Ben-David mpa is a television 
and print journalist, specializing in 
defense and military affairs in the  
middle east. alon is currently senior 
defense correspondent for israeli chan-
nel 10 network and middle east corre-
spondent for Aviation Week & Space 
Technology magazine. 

Danny Sebright mc/mpa was 
appointed president of the U.s.-Uae 
business council, leading a team of 
policy and business professionals 
focused on expanding the bilateral 
commercial relationship. danny also 
continues to work closely with the 
cohen group and leads its middle east 
practice group and spends half of his 
time working and traveling across the 
middle east.

Ken Shulman mpa is entering his 
eighth year as the executive director of 
lambert House, one of the United 
states’ leading ngos for gay, lesbian, 
bisexual, and transgendered youth. He 
has been credited by his agency’s 
board with stabilizing the organiza-
tion’s funding and management. previ-
ously, Ken was appointed by two seat-
tle mayors to develop public policy on 
gay issues for the city government. He 
spent part of his summer vacation kay-
aking along the west coast of canada.

Yusuf Suleiman hksee is nigeria’s 
federal minister of transportation, 
responsible for policies and develop-
ment of transport infrastructure in the 
country. He was director of the maritime 
safety administration before resigning 
in 2003 to run for a seat in the federal 
senate.

Sossi Tatikyan mpa is working in  
the United nations mission in timor-
leste as security sector reform officer. 
previously, sossi was a political officer 
in the osce and Un missions in Kosovo. 
earlier, sossi worked in the armenian 
foreign ministry, heading the nato 
section and being posted to the arme-
nian mission to nato. she has written a 
research paper titled “the correlation 
of energy security and euro-atlantic 
integration in the southern caucasus,” 
published by nato defense college. 

Rasmus Tenbergen mpa is executive 
director of the institute for leadership 
development in datteln,germany, and 
head of social business and negotia-
tions at the european leadership acad-
emy in berlin, working as a negotiation 
trainer and social entrepreneur for the 
establishment of a world parliament and 
other projects. His son, leonard gabriel, 
was born in april 2010.

Ramses Vargas mc/mpa works for the 
United nations as a capacity building 
specialist in iraq. He’s supporting the 
policymaking process of the iraqi gov-
ernment to build a diversified economy 
so as to overcome its overreliance on 
oil. ramses has developed a successful 
career in international development 
working previously for usaid and the 
iadb throughout latin america and 
undp in afghanistan. His family is sta-

the design and innovation firm ideo as 
life sciences chief strategist. ideo 
applies design principles to challenges 
that span product development, 
enabling innovation within organiza-
tions, social impact, and business and 
organizational strategy. last november, 
martinez, his wife, april, and their 
daughter, sophia, moved to belmont, 
massachusetts.

Ronald Mendoza mpa/id is a senior 
economist with the United nations, 
where he has worked on international 
development policy for the past 
decade. in early 2011, ron will end his 
more than 14-year adventure in the 
United states and will repatriate to the 
philippines, where he will take up an 
appointment as associate professor of 
economics at the asian institute of 
management in manila. before leaving, 
he said good-bye to new york, his sec-
ond home, by joining more than 40,000 
runners in the new york city marathon 
in november 2010.

Paul Miller mpp is an assistant profes-
sor of international security studies at 
the national defense University in 
washington, dc. He previously served 
as director for afghanistan on the 
national security council for presidents 
bush and obama. paul completed his 
phd in international relations at 
georgetown University in 2010. He also 
served as an officer in the U.s. army 
and is a veteran of operation enduring 
freedom.

Morgan Muchnick mpp is a senior 
homeland security analyst with sra 
international, in arlington, virginia, 
supporting the state and local coordinat-
ing council (slttgcc) within the depart-
ment of Homeland security. previously, 
morgan was a senior advisor with vari-
ous policy organizations, chief speech-
writer for former israeli ambassador 
daniel ayalon, a professional staffer for 
senator fred thompson, and a pub-
lished author. morgan, his wife, Julie 
Katzen muchnick, and their two children 
live in bethesda, maryland.

Corinne N’Daw mpa/id is joining the 
office of the United nations resident 
coordinator in conakry, guinea, as advi-
sor and strategic planner after spending 
the past year and a half as special assis-
tant to the United nations development 
program (undp) country director in Kin-
shasa, democratic republic of congo 
(drc). previously, corinne was policy 
advisor to the prime minister of cote 
d’ivoire and worked as a financial econ-
omist with the european central bank in 
frankfurt and the world bank group in 
washington, dc.

Yourself After Age 50, is a gold mine of 
reinvention strategies for baby boomers 
who want to recharge their careers or 
start a new business and need help 
marketing themselves. personal brand-
ing is at the forefront of career and 
professional development and an 
essential tool for thriving in a turbulent 
economy. visit Branding50.com for a 
free personal brand assessment.

Lisa Halpern mpp is director of recov-
ery services at vinfen, a leading mental 
health services provider in massachu-
setts. she is responsible for providing 
training to staff, programs, and the 
community in the areas of recovery and 
empowerment of persons with mental 
illness. she has authored chapters for 
three major psychiatric textbooks, 
including the forthcoming Comprehen-
sive Care of Schizophrenia, and is a 
consultant, writer, and frequent 
speaker on schizophrenia.

Cynthia Hogle mc/mpa completed a 
19-month tour serving as public diplo-
macy officer for the state department in 
iraq. among her most successful proj-
ects was a program she designed and 
initiated which invited an american 
reporter to teach journalism workshops 
to the iraqis while covering civil military 
projects in four provinces and in bagh-
dad. the minister counselor for public 
affairs at the baghdad embassy stated, 
“the program [you] designed and initi-
ated with (tribune broadcasting) televi-
sion journalist david malkoff . . . is a 
wonderful program, successful on sev-
eral levels and one of the very best i 
have ever seen in my quarter century 
foreign service career. i have tremen-
dous admiration for what [you] 
achieved.” the reporter was embedded 
for a month and broadcast live from 
iraq nightly. a documentary based on 
the trip aired september 12, 2010. 
broadcasts and the documentary can 
be found at blogs.ktla.com/dave/.

John Judge mpa serves as the city of 
springfield’s chief development officer 
and the administrator of the springfield 
redevelopment authority. He leads a 
division of seven departments, charged 
with fostering economic and commu-
nity development in new england’s 
fourth largest city. the city’s goals 
include: $1 billion in new construction 
by the end of 2011, taking the lead as a 
center for new energy development, 
moving a regional transportation plan 
forward, and creating international 
trade opportunities through a new 
global partners program.

Rodrigo Martinez mpa/id reports that 
after six years of working on health care 
and economic development at the 
boston consulting group, he has joined 

accelerate their transition to the low-
carbon economy. 

Vianney Basse mpa has joined the 
corporate finance division of invest-
ment bank bnp paribas. He will provide 
strategic advisory services to large 
multinational companies. previously, 
vianney was the diplomatic and inter-
national industrial affairs advisor to the 
french defense minister. previously, he 
had been the advisor for economic and 
political affairs to commanders of inter-
national peacekeeping forces in ivory 
coast and afghanistan. 

Charity Bell mpa continues her work 
with foster children in her professional 
and personal life, caring for more than 
70 children. last may she and her hus-
band celebrated the birth of max 
archer. in response to the death of a 
foster child from sids, she and her 
paramedic/rn husband began a busi-
ness providing cpr/first aid training. 
charity is also acting as an “adoption 
doula,” offering those considering and 
pursuing adoption neutral party advice 
and support.

Dave Breen mc/mpa and his partner, 
mike Harrington, got a surprise delivery 
in february 2010: a 10-month-old foster 
son named noah. they were hoping to 
formally adopt him in november, but he 
had already become a big part of the 
family even without the legal paper-
work. older brother declan, three and a 
half, has taken to the role of big brother 
like a champ. dave will be on parental 
leave from teaching at bU law school 
to spend more time with his sons. 

Roberto Carmona mpa is president 
and ceo of crimson leadership group 
(clg), located in chicago. clg is a 
nationally recognized management 
consulting firm providing services for 
nonprofit, governmental, health care, 
educational, and corporate entities.  
clg specializes in leadership develop-
ment, executive search, strategic  
planning, strategic communications, 
and change management. in July,  
chicago city treasurer stephanie nelly 

Naw Helen Pe mc/mpa is currently 
working with relief international/
myanmar as operations coordinator, 
overseeing and managing ri’s opera-
tion team in cyclone nargis recovery 
activities in health and livelihoods. 
previously, she worked as capacity 
building and relief Hr manager with 
world vision myanmar, and Hr/organi-
zation development manager and 
franchising manager for population 
services international/myanmar. she 
also takes part in activities organized 
under the musfex program (myanmar 
United states friendship exchange 
program).

R. Karl Rethemeyer phd was awarded 
tenure in the University at albany’s 
rockefeller college of public affairs and 
policy in september 2009, when he was 
also appointed chair of the department 
of public administration and policy. Karl 
currently directs or codirects five proj-
ects on terrorist organizational net-
works funded by the defense threat 
reduction agency, the office of naval 
research, the department of Homeland 
security, and the national science 
foundation.

Edie Rubinowitz mc/mpa is an  
assistant professor in the communica-
tion, media, and theatre department 
at northeastern illinois University in 
chicago, where she is developing a 
journalism minor. Her journalistic pur-
suits include a guest stint on chicago 
public radio’s Worldview, a daily inter-
national affairs show, and a documen-
tary about local immigrants who are 
politically active in their home coun-
tries. edie and her husband, scott 
foutz, celebrated the birth of max levi 
foutz on march 21, 2010.

Matjaz Vrcko hksee is a secretary in 
the ministry of transport of the republic 
of slovenia in ljubljana, dealing with 
international affairs. previously, matjaz 
worked for two years in brussels during 
the slovene presidency of the european 
Union where he presided over the eU 
council transport working party, acting 
as director general of transport policy 
and international affairs directorate and 
as the head of the minister’s office in 
the mot. He is also a professor of busi-
ness communications and leadership. 

t 2003
Catherine Barber mpa/id is deputy 
head of mission at the UK embassy in 
bulgaria. she is accompanied in sofia 
by her partner, wayne diamond, who is 
energy and economic adviser in the 
embassy. prior to this posting she ran a 
global campaign on behalf of the UK 
government, encouraging countries to 

for experienced government hands 
looking for a new challenge.”

Andrew Leigh mpa, phd 2004 has won 
election to the australian House of 
representatives for the electorate of 
fraser. fraser covers the northern half 
of the australian capital territory, 
including the australian national Uni-
versity, where andrew has now 
resigned his position as a professor of 
economics.

Lan Liu mpa/id is a researcher at 
peking University’s center for china 
strategic studies and adjunct professor 
at beijing peter f. drucker academy, 
where he teaches leadership at execu-
tive programs. previously, he was dep-
uty director of the case center at 
cheung Kong graduate school of busi-
ness and editor in chief of Chief Execu-
tive China magazine. He has written five 
chinese books on management and 
leadership, and his english book, Con-
versations on Leadership, was pub-
lished by Jossey-bass in 2010. 

Tynnetta McIntosh hksee was 
recently named director of corporate 
internal communications for jpmorgan 
chase & co., based in new york. 

Yibin Mu mc/mpa is a senior financial 
economist and senior capital market 
specialist at the world bank. His main 
responsibility includes helping the 
bank’s member countries develop their 
financial sector. previously, he worked 
at the Hong Kong monetary authority 
and china’s central bank. He has a phd 
in finance and is a member of the cfa 
institute. His expertise includes macro-
economic policy, financial sector devel-
opment, banking supervision, and 
access to finance. 

Taku Nakaminato mc/mpa reports 
that he is a student again. “i had 
worked for the government of Japan 
and the liberal democratic party, 
among others. my interest has been 
and will continue to be primarily in 
public administration: international 
politics, law, and history; interna-
tional negotiation; technological 
innovation and economic policy; 
jurisprudence; and democracy and 
journalism in the digital age. i hope to 
be involved more in some of these 
areas, and try my best to distill the 
essence out of arguments.”

Miriam Nolan hksee was appointed a 
member of the executive committee of 
the Harvard club of new Jersey. miriam 
is a manager of government reporting 
at avis budget group inc. previously, 
she was a controller at l-3 communica-
tions’ space and navigation division 
and a vice president of finance at aero-
flex inc. she is preparing to take the cpa 
exam soon.

Omar Daghestani mpp is a director 
with barclays capital, where he is 
responsible for assisting states, cities, 
and counties with their capital market 
and investment banking needs. addi-
tionally, omar is involved with the civic 
federation of chicago, chicago summer 
business institute, and the HKs dean’s 
alumni leadership council. He and his 
wife, cathleen, live in chicago.

Luca Dell’Anese mpa is a professor 
and associate dean at the international 
business school of beijing foreign 
studies University (bfsu) in beijing, 
and a visiting professor at peking Uni-
versity school of transnational law in 
shenzhen. previously, luca was an 
attorney with ropes & gray llp in bos-
ton and linklaters llp in new york. 

David Fisher hksee has been 
appointed chair of the school of busi-
ness for the robert b. miller college in 
battle creek, michigan. in 2006, he 
retired from the defense logistics infor-
mation service, where he was director 
of products and customer services. in 
2007, david was inducted into the 
defense logistics agency’s Hall of 
fame in a ceremony at fort belvoir, 
virginia. He administers bachelor’s 
degree programs at the junior and 
senior level in business, management, 
health administration, and aging ser-
vices management.

Ernest Goodson mpa is an orthodontist 
in private practice in fayetteville, north 
carolina. in June, ernest completed a 
public service mission by volunteering in 
three clinics. He completed two night 
sessions providing free dental care to 
local citizens in cumberland county, two 
one-day sessions with the missions of 
mercy sponsored by the north carolina 
dental society in sylva, north carolina, 
and two weeks with the medical mis-
sions international program in the 
dominican republic. He was planning 
another mission trip to Haiti last fall.

Matthew Hennessy hksee completed 
the advanced management program at 
hbs in 2008 and is just finishing up 
his first year as managing director of 
the public affairs firm tremont public 
advisors, located in Hartford, con-
necticut, and washington, dc. “after 
twenty years in the public and non-
profit sectors, this past year has been 
exciting advising firms how to navigate 
the tough public policy issues from a 
private sector perspective,” he writes. 
“it has been great working with a 
diverse group of clients ranging from 
bio-defense firms to ned lamont’s iop 
2007 campaign for governor. working 
with innovative firms that are growing 
our economy has been tremendously 
rewarding, and i highly recommend it 

Help Us maKe  
tHis magazine better  
in the coming weeks, we’ll be 
sending a random sampling of 
hks alumni an online sUrvey 
so we can better understand what 
you like about the magazine and 
how we can improve. please help  
us by taking a few moments to 
complete it. 

—Thanks from the hks magazine staff

What’s On 
Your mind?
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sci delegate at the recent chinese peo-
ple’s friendship association confer-
ence in shanghai and world cities sci-
entific development forum in beijing.

t 2004
Adrienne Bitoy Jackson hksee, man-
ager of organizational effectiveness for 
the chicago Housing authority and 
Heuristics marketing consultants’ presi-
dent and ceo, was recognized by cam-
bridge who’s who for demonstrating 
dedication, leadership, and excellence 
in organizational development and 
management. Her professional accom-
plishments include directing $1.65 
million in federal funds for information 
and communication technologies and 
digital inclusion projects, authoring a 
winning submission for the richard H. 
driehaus foundation, and fund devel-
opment crm ranging from $330,000 to 
$47 million. 

Philipp Bleek mpp defended his dis-
sertation at georgetown in July and has 
accepted a professorship at the mon-
terey institute of international studies, 
where he will begin teaching in January 
2011. He looks forward to reconnecting 
with bay area classmates. during the 
fall he stayed at hks as a post-doctoral 
fellow, and will be traveling to turkey, 
egypt, and possibly elsewhere in the 
region for research.

Michael Carson mc/mpa recently 
joined axios foundation, an interna-
tional health nonprofit, as director of 
business development. He is respon-
sible for leading axios’s business 
development efforts with U.s. govern-
ment and foundation donors, spear-
heading partnerships with health con-
sulting firms and ngos, and exploring 
new areas to pursue within the health 
sector. michael has 17 years of experi-
ence in international development. He 
worked as a country director for a 
major ngo in africa for nine years, and 
has led operations in the agriculture, 
health, and small business develop-
ment sectors.

Akunna Cook mpp, a career foreign 
service officer, is special assistant to 
deputy secretary of state Jim steinberg. 
akunna covers the africa and interna-
tional organizations portfolio. prior to 
this assignment she served as special 
assistant to assistant secretary of state 
for african affairs Johnnie carson. 
akunna lives in silver spring, maryland, 
with her husband, Jon, their seven-year-
old son, Jackson, and their three-year-
old daughter, Jillian.

Gerald Culliton hksee was appointed 
by the secretary of the U.s. department 
of veterans affairs to the position of 

Jose-Luis Sagripanti hksee, a senior 
scientific advisor with the U.s. army’s 
materiel command, was invited by the 
bundeswehr and granted the temporary 
level of center director to lead research 
intended to counter the increasing risk 
posed by bioterrorism and biological 
warfare. Jose-luis is stationed for six 
months at the largest german military 
base in munster (orze), where the mul-
tidisciplinary project that he directs has 
already produced data for several 
reports and publications along with an 
invention patent to render safe samples 
contaminated with high-threat spores, 
vegetative bacteria, or viruses.

Todd Selig hksee has been appointed 
to the new Hampshire center for public 
policy studies, a non-profit, indepen-
dent, nonpartisan public policy 
research organization based in con-
cord. todd, who has served as durham, 
new Hampshire, town administrator 
since 2001, was named chair of the 
center’s board.

Anthony (Tony) Stem hksee has been 
named deputy division leader of the 
bioscience division at los alamos 
national laboratory in los alamos, new 
mexico. He manages a division that has 
world-class bioscientists doing path-
breaking research in computational 
biology; biological effects of climate 
change on humans, plants, and ani-
mals; biofuels development; bioinfor-
matics; and national security applica-
tions. previously, tony, a retired army 
medical service corps colonel, was a 
program manager and executive advi-
sor at los alamos.

Aviva Sufian mpp recently relocated  
to baltimore, where she serves as the 
associate commissioner of external 
affairs at the social security adminis-
tration. previously, aviva was a senior 
policy analyst at the new york city 
department for the aging. 

Christopher Tyson mpp recently 
accepted a position as a full-time, ten-
ure-track assistant professor of law at 
the lsu law center in baton rouge, 
louisiana. christopher also recently 
stepped down as board president of the 
capital area transit authority, where he 
led the system through a major financial 
and management overhaul. christopher 
married gia landry in november 2009 in 
new orleans. the couple will reside in 
baton rouge.

Carla Walker mc/mpa founded think 
big strategies llc in march 2010 to 
design government affairs, stakeholder 
engagement, communications, and 
campaign strategies. previously, she 
was chief of staff to the mayor of cincin-
nati, ohio. carla is a board member of 
sister cities international and was an 

affairs and chief of staff/policy for san 
diego council member toni atkins. Jeff 
serves on the executive committee of 
the lgbt center in san diego.

Meg Guliford mpp is a research staff 
member with the institute for defense 
analyses in alexandria, virginia. meg 
previously served as a program analyst 
on the staff of the office of the Under 
secretary of defense for intelligence 
and with Headquarters, United states 
marine corps. from september 2009 to 
march 2010, she completed a civilian 
deployment to baghdad, providing 
analytic support for U.s. forces-iraq’s 
counter-ied operations integration cell. 

Simone He mpa is a senior manager 
with the bosch group in shanghai, 
doing corporate strategy for the asia 
pacific region. previously, simone was a 
manager of corporate affairs with the 
bosch group in shanghai, a controller 
of the bosch group in stuttgart, and an 
international executive management 
trainee of the bosch group. simone 
lives in shanghai with her husband and 
two daughters.

Teddy Kapur mpa/jd is an attorney in 
los angeles at the nation’s largest law 
firm that specializes in corporate restruc-
turing and bankruptcy, pachulski stang 
ziehl & Jones llp. prior to joining pszj, 
he was a vice president at aig sun-
america affordable Housing partners 
and an attorney at o’melveny & myers 
llp. teddy primarily advises corporate 
clients, but he observes that municipali-
ties are increasingly exploring bank-
ruptcy as a strategy to restructure expen-
sive pension benefit obligations. 

Mark Lopes mpp recently accepted an 
appointment in the obama administra-
tion as the deputy assistant administra-
tor in the bureau for latin america and 
the caribbean at the U.s. agency for 
international development. prior to that 
he served as the senior foreign policy 
advisor/staff director for the chair of the 
senate international development and 
foreign assistance subcommittee.

Wolf Plesmann mpa is currently work-
ing in the strategic headquarters of the 
international security assistance force 
in Kabul, afghanistan. He is deputy 
director of fiscal oversight in the force 
reintegration cell of the Headquarters, 
primarily promoting transparency and 
lean management in the funding and 
disbursement processes of the recently 
adopted afghanistan peace and reinte-
gration program. His tour of duty ends 
at the end of July 2011 and he is amply 
able to use negotiation and leadership 
skills learned in his year at the hks. 
previously, wolf attended the six-month 
senior course of the nato defence col-
lege in rome.

announced clg as one of the winners  
in the 2010 chicago small business 
plan competition. in may, the sterling 
schools foundation in sterling, illinois, 
inducted roberto into the sterling High 
school Hall of fame as a distinguished 
alumni. prior to attending hks, roberto 
oversaw national programs in economic 
development and civil rights for the 
U.s. department of Housing and Urban 
development and the U.s. department 
of labor. He was awarded the national 
council of la raza’s (nclr) mid-career 
fellowship to attend hks.

Keith Carson hksee is a member of 
the alameda county board of supervi-
sors, chair of the alameda county bud-
get work group committee, chair of the 
alameda county east bay economic 
development alliance (the largest east 
bay business organization), a member 
of the alameda county employees’ 
retirement association (acera), and a 
member of the board of directors for 
the national association of counties 
(naco), and the california state asso-
ciation of counties (csac) — a 58-county 
statewide supervisors’ organization.

Christoph Denk mpa has just moved 
to london and taken up a new position 
as adviser to the president of the euro-
pean bank for reconstruction and 
development. previously, christoph 
worked at the international monetary 
fund during the global financial crisis 
and the german ministry of finance 
during the turbulence in the periphery 
of the euro area.

Jason Freeman mpp is running for the 
school board of west contra costa usd 
in california. wccusd is the 30th largest 
local education agency in california, 
serving 31,000 students. Having spent 
his career in education and education 
policy, Jason seeks to take the best 
practices he has observed around the 
country and apply them to the needs of 
his own community. after spending four 
years building the coalition for science 
after school, a national network of 
youth-serving organizations and sci-
ence centers, Jason left in January 2010 
to start learn science everywhere, an 
independent consulting business. 
Jason and his wife, gretchen, welcomed 
a daughter, sydney, on august 4, 2009! 
more information about Jason’s cam-
paign is available at jasonfreeman.org.

Jeff Gattas hksee is executive director 
of university communications and pub-
lic affairs for the University of califor-
nia, san diego. Jeff manages media 
relations, communication, marketing, 
and government relations for the cam-
pus. prior to moving over to Uc san 
diego in 2007, he was san diego mayor 
Jerry sanders’s director of city council 

Razzaq Al-Saiedi mc/mpa 2009 is trying to answer a  

question about how he went from being a civil engineer in 

Saddam Hussein’s Iraq to working for The New York Times  

as a reporter in its Baghdad bureau to being a fellow at 

Harvard Kennedy School’s Carr Center for Human Rights 

Policy, studying — and, he hopes, helping to improve —  

Iraq’s electoral system. But the answer doesn’t come easily. 

regime Hussein built would be torn 
down. The truth about his brother, he 
realized, would come out only when 
that regime was gone. But when the 
truth did emerge, after the invasion, it 
was cold comfort. Al-Saiedi’s brother 
had been executed and buried in a 
grave behind the notorious Abu 
Ghraib prison. “They arrested him, 
they executed him, they buried  
him, and they didn’t say a word to  
us, ever,” Al-Saiedi says.

Not long after the U.S. occu  -
pation Al-Saiedi visited a friend at a 
Baghdad hotel filled with journalists 
and ngo workers. Across the hall 
from his friend’s room, he saw a  
sign on a door for a human rights 
organization.

Maybe he could use the hard- 
won experience he’d accumulated in 
looking for his brother to help look 
for others, and maybe his search 
would have some purpose beyond his 
own quest for truth and justice. He 
knocked on the door, and his life, for 
so long spent in fear, in a state of 
suspended animation, began 
accelerating.

Soon he was a consultant for 
Human Rights Watch. Not long after 
that he was using expert knowledge 
and his deeply ingrained skepticism 

The story, he explains, is not a 
simple one. In Iraq, stories never are.

It really begins in 1993, in Al-Saiedi’s 
native Baghdad. His older brother, 
who had been the head of the family 
since their father died, was in charge 
of a large state-owned construction 
company. One morning the older 
brother left for work and was  
never seen again. A neighbor told 
Al-Saiedi’s family that he’d seen secu-
rity agents take the older brother 
away. But that was all Al-Saiedi could 
find out. For 10 years he looked for 
answers but could not find any. He  
got work with a family friend in the 
machine parts business. In Saddam’s 
Iraq, someone whose brother was 
arrested by the security services was 
virtually unemployable, so Al-Saiedi’s 
civil engineering degree did him little 
good. He kept looking for his brother, 
but ran into dead ends and lies. He 
lived in fear of every knock on the 
door and every strange car he saw on 
his road. Then came the American- 
led invasion of Iraq in 2003. Before 
the start of the war, Al-Saiedi was 
worried — but then again, he had 
lived with war since he was 11 years 
old. More than anything, he was 
elated that the corrupt, terrifying 

to help make sense of the new Iraq  
as a reporter for The New York Times.  
In 2007, with support from his  
Times colleagues, Al-Saiedi applied  
for a Nieman Fellowship at Harvard 
and a Mason Fellowship at  
Harvard Kennedy School. He got 
both. It was an embarrassment of 
riches. “I never dreamed that I could 
be here,” Al-Saiedi says.

Al-Saiedi continues to write  
for various publications. He has 
consulted for a major non-govern-
mental organization, the International 
Crisis Group. But his main work now 
is as a researcher, studying, and trying 
to reform Iraq’s fledgling democracy. 
Working with Meghan O’Sullivan, 
Kirkpatrick Professor of International 
Affairs and former deputy national 
security advisor for Iraq and 
Afghanistan, Al-Saiedi is examining 
how the several laws that have 
governed Iraq’s elections in the past 
few years have shaped the country’s 
political situation. He believes his 
research will help Iraqis establish a 
better electoral system and more effec-
tive democratic government. “I see I 
can do a lot for my country and for 
my people,” he says.   s rdo

from tHe field razzaq al-saiedi MC/MPA 2009

Long, Painful Stories

Razzaq al-Saiedi
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t 2005
Leonardo Beltran mpa/id was 
appointed director general for informa-
tion and energy studies at the mexican 
department of energy (sener, by its 
spanish acronym) in april 2010; he is 
responsible for technology develop-
ment and sustainability in the energy 
sector, including topics related to cli-
mate change. previously, leonardo was 
director for international negotiations 
at sener and a consultant for the world 
bank, the organisation for economic 
cooperation and development, and 
bbva bancomer.

David Buchwald mpp/jd took office as 
an elected member of the city council 
of white plains, new york. He is proud 
to represent a constituency of 58,000 
and is working on city budget, transpor-
tation, and environmental issues. david 
continues to be an attorney in the tax 
department at paul, weiss, rifkind, 
wharton & garrison llp in manhattan.

Stephen Buxbaum hksee accepted 
marty linsky’s challenge and crossed to 
the other side of the dais following the 
november 2009 general election. He 
now serves as mayor pro tem of olym-
pia, washington. previously, stephen 
was an executive manager for the state 
of washington with responsibility for 
housing and community development 
programs and policies. He also teaches 
in evergreen’s master’s of public 
administration program. His annual 
summer course is called doing the 
public’s business.

Maurice Champagne mpp/up is an 
analyst with enterprise community 
partners, a national affordable housing 
financial intermediary, policy innovator, 
and tax-credit syndicator. He manages 
relationships with both large and small 
financial institutions and develops 
analytics for the loan fund. previously, 
maurice was an examiner with the U.s. 
office of management and budget and 
a policy analyst with the U.s. office of 
information and regulatory affairs.

Marc Cosentino mpa, ceo of case-
Questions.com, announced that the 
10th anniversary edition of his book 
Case in Point (burgee press) would be 
published in Korean (pica books) in 
september, making it available in four 
languages. cosentino consults to 40 of 
the world’s top business schools as 
well as multinational corporations, 
teaching phds how to think like busi-
nesspeople. He started his lecture tour 
of 35 of those schools in august.

Masimo Della Justina hksee is a part-
time lecturer in macroeconomics at the 
pontifical catholic University of parana, 

ment and strategy at western carolina 
University and a member of the hks 
alumni board. 

Jumana Poonawala mpa/id is a risk 
management consultant. Her latest 
project at the world bank proposed a 
framework to reduce an african cotton-
producing country’s vulnerability to 
commodity price volatility on its exports 
and the impact of exchange rate fluc-
tuations on its imports. a recent publi-
cation she coauthored, titled “the for-
ward market in emerging currencies: 
less biased than in major currencies,” 
appeared in the april issue of the Jour-
nal of International Money & Finance. 
last fall, Jumana started as an adjunct 
professor at the georgetown Univer-
sity’s public policy institute.

Ken Robbins mpa was recently pro-
moted to lieutenant colonel in the U.s. 
army and just completed a white House 
fellowship. during his fellowship year, 
Ken worked as a special assistant to the 
director of the office of personnel man-
agement on issues such as veteran 
hiring in the federal government and 
paying for federal civilians deployed to 
iraq and afghanistan. after completing 
another year in washington, Ken will 
take command of a stryker battalion in 
germany in the summer of 2011. 

Julien Serre mpa/id has joined the 
european investment bank, based in 
luxembourg, as operational fund officer 
for the facility for euro-mediterranean 
investment and partnership (femip) 
trust fund. the femip is a key player in 
the financial partnership between 
europe and the mediterranean, with 
more than €10 billion ($13.94 billion) 
invested from late 2002 to 2010. previ-
ously, Julien worked for the United 
nations peacebuilding fund and the Un 
financing for development office. He 
recently contributed to Mondes, Cahiers 
du Quai d’Orsay journal, “conventions” 
newsletter, and “medef international 
letter.” He also contributes to efforts by 
a nonprofit organization (ihej) to pro-
mote closer links between the legal 
world and the extractive industry in 
fragile states.

Anders Lau Tuxen mpa is the energy 
strategist of novozymes a/s, a global 
biotech company focused on industrial 
enzymes and microorganisms — and a 
leading supplier to the fuel ethanol 
industries worldwide. working at the 
cutting edge of renewable energy, 
anders leverages both his commercial 
and political skills. before joining novo-
zymes, anders worked for the manage-
ment consulting firm booz & company 
as an engagement manager.

on a variety of public law matters. linh 
is also training for her first international 
marathon in Japan in february 2011.

Ivan Koulov hksee is the executive 
officer of the department of economic 
and social affairs of the United 
nations in new york city, managing the 
human, financial, and material 
resources of the department and pro-
viding support to its program of work. 
previously, from 2006 to 2010, ivan 
was the chief of human resources 
management of the United nations 
office in geneva, with five major 
departments, including the office of 
the High commissioner for Human 
rights, the United nations conference 
on trade and development (unctad), 
the economic commission for europe, 
and the office for coordination of 
Humanitarian affairs. from 2002 to 
2006 he was director of administrative 
services of the economic and social 
commission for western asia in beirut. 

Laila Kuznezov mpa/id has moved to 
brooklyn, new york, after spending four 
years in baghdad working on usaid and 
world bank projects for private sector 
development and access to finance. 
laila welcomed her son, nicholas, on 
december 1, 2009, and is spending the 
year at home enjoying motherhood.

Romano Mazzoli mc/mpa reports 
that his main endeavor these days is 
overseeing the University of louis-
ville’s mazzoli papers project, the 
archiving and arranging of his official 
congressional materials for the future 
use of students and scholars. inter-
views of former staffers and campaign 
associates are being conducted for the 
oral history component of the project. 
some have taken place in the U.s. 
capitol, where he has gathered with 
hks classmates and Harvard friends 
working in washington.

David Moffitt hksee published the 
article “the michigan supreme court’s 
new disqualification rule: smooth 
sailing on the winds of ‘transparency’ 
and ‘progress’ or ‘Unconstitutionality 
maelstrom’ ahead?” in the state bar of 
michigan litigation section spring 2010 
newsletter, and the feature article “the 
michigan supreme court’s new dis-
qualification rule and practitioner’s 
lessons from a tale of two disqualifica-
tions” in the summer 2010 issue of the 
sbm Appellate Practice Section Journal.

Dan Ostergaard mc/mpa is in a full-
time phd in international business 
program at the University of south 
carolina’s moore school of business. 
His family farm is near asheville, north 
carolina, is now for sale, if anyone is 
interested. previously, dan was an 
associate professor of global manage-

health care system director for the va 
Hudson valley Healthcare system in 
new york. as director, he oversees a 
wide-ranging system of health care 
services for veterans in the southern 
tier of new york state. He comes to this 
position following time as director of 
the northport long island va medical 
center and also as the deputy network 
director, when he oversaw a $1.3 billion 
budget with 11,000 va staff serving 1.4 
million veterans for the department of 
veterans affairs regional network of 
care in new york and new Jersey. cul-
liton also serves as the mental health 
care line director for the entire region. 
He continues to maintain his close 
involvement in federal emergency pre-
paredness efforts in the greater new 
york area.

Regis de Silva mpa continues as direc-
tor of global programs at Harvard medi-
cal international. He is developing med-
ical service lines in emergency medi-
cine, neurosurgery, cardiology, and 
maternal and child health in india. in 
improving medical education, he is 
working on enhancing medical school 
and nursing curricula and mentoring 
medical students at Harvard in interna-
tional medicine. 

Stephen Frost mpp/up is head of 
diversity and inclusion with the london 
organising committee for the olympic 
games and paralympic games. ensur-
ing diversity is a key differentiator of 
the 2012 london games in terms of 
workforce, procurement, and service 
delivery. previously, stephen was direc-
tor of workplace programs at stonewall, 
europe’s largest lgbt equality organisa-
tion. He currently advises the UK gov-
ernment and the football association 
on best practice and is a fellow of the 
royal society of arts.

Peter Greer mpp, president of hope 
international, a faith-based microfi-
nance organization, coauthored his first 
book, The Poor Will Be Glad (zonder-
van). He and his wife, laurel, also wel-
comed their third child, myles mugisha, 
into their family.

Guang He mpa/id is now working  
for china asset management co.  
(chinaamc), the largest mutual fund 
firm in china. as assistant vice presi-
dent in the marketing department, 
guang is responsible for public rela-
tions, brand, and other marketing 
activities. He is also a column writer 
for business pages of more than 40 
newspapers and magazines.

T. Linh Ho mpp is currently an assistant 
city attorney with the law firm of Jenkins 
& Hogin, llp in manhattan beach, cali-
fornia. in this capacity, linh advises a 
number of cities and special districts 

new york stock exchange. in this capac-
ity, he serves as a key strategist and 
principal advisor to the ceo and a liai-
son to nyse operating divisions and 
external constituents. previously, matt 
worked as a senior advisor in the office 
of domestic finance at the U.s. trea-
sury department.

Fernando Turner mpa is chairman and 
executive president of Katcon, a global 
exhaust systems supplier with plants in 
mexico, venezuela, poland, india, 
south africa, china, and australia and 
research and engineering centers in the 
United states and luxembourg. fer-
nando is also national president of the 
national association of independent 
businessmen, dedicated to promoting 
public policy to accelerate economic 
development in mexico and small and 
medium business.

Vincent Yao hksee is the deputy politi-
cal director with the taipei economic 
and cultural representative office in 
the United states, located in washing-
ton, dc. previously, vincent was the 
assistant director general at the depart-
ment of north american affairs of tai-
wan’s ministry of foreign affairs. vin-
cent and his family live in potomac, 
maryland.

t 2006 | reunion
Ken Ansin mc/mpa recently launched 
ansin consulting group, based in san 
francisco. acg focuses on the social 
enterprise and not-for-profit sectors 
with an eye toward strengthening bal-
ance sheets and financial acumen. in 
addition, he has joined the board of 
directors of san francisco-based new 
resource bank, and continues to serve 
on the board of enterprise bank of low-
ell, massachusetts. He and his partner, 
Jane, welcomed libby into the world on 
June 13, 2010, joining big brother ben, 
and they make their home in oakland, 
california.

Anu Bhagwati mpp is the executive 
director of service women’s action net-

relations in warsaw, poland. from 
2004 until 2009 nowak was working in 
the european parliament as a head of 
cabinet of vice president Janusz onysz-
kiewicz, and later as a foreign policy 
assistant. previously, he was a political 
advisor to the polish parliamentary 
delegates to the convention on the 
future of europe and a member of the 
governmental national council of euro-
pean integration (2002 to 2003).

Toshi Okuya mc/mpa is a special advi-
sor to meti and a director of jetro in 
new york. toshi usually spends more 
than half of his week in washington, 
dc. previously, toshi was in charge of 
facilitating a health care industry and 
promoting companies related to infra-
structure to penetrate oversea markets 
at meti in tokyo.

Varad Pande mpa/id is the officer on 
special duty to indian minister for envi-
ronment & forests shri Jairam ramesh. 
He supports the minister on various 
initiatives related to climate change, 
environmental governance, forestry, 
and wildlife. before joining the minis-
ter, varad worked for the congress party 
during the election campaign for the 
2009 lok sabha elections in the party’s 
central election coordination cell. in his 
pre-government life, varad worked as 
senior consultant with the strategy and 
competitiveness consulting firm moni-
tor group for more than five years, 
doing projects in europe, libya, south 
africa, southeast asia, the middle east, 
and india. varad has also worked for 
the world bank on decentralization and 
primary education reform in india, 
authoring the discussion paper “mak-
ing primary education work for india’s 
rural poor: a proposal for effective 
decentralization” with hks professor 
lant pritchett. varad has a master’s in 
economics from the University of cam-
bridge and a bachelor’s in economics, 
with honors, from st. stephens college, 
delhi. varad got married this year to 
pranjul bhandari, who works as an 
economist with goldman sachs.

Michael Rigas mc/mpa is political 
director of the massachusetts republi-
can party. after graduating from the 
Kennedy school, mike served as an 
appointee in the bush administration in 
washington, and then started his own 
business, federal procurement advi-
sors, llc. while in washington, mike 
met and married the love of his life, 
Laura Keehner mc/mpa 2010, who 
was also serving in the bush adminis-
tration. mike and laura live in revere 
beach, massachusetts.

Matthew Scogin mpp serves as vice 
president and chief of staff at nyse 
euronext, the parent company of the 

vacations (puerto vallarta, mexico), 
flights (domestic and international), 
and hotels. i welcome the opportunity 
to serve the needs of travel for Harvard 
students and faculty also.”

Emil Levy mpp is a program manager 
at the institute of international educa-
tion (iie) in new york city. at iie, emil 
designs and manages the bulgarian 
young leader program (bylp). bylp 
identifies undergraduate students of 
exceptional caliber, and young profes-
sionals working for the bulgarian gov-
ernment, and provides them with 
unique academic, business, and lead-
ership training in the United states. the 
goal of bylp is to support the develop-
ment of civil society in bulgaria and 
encourage economic growth by training 
the next generation of bulgaria’s lead-
ers in the business, government, and 
nonprofit sectors.

Ukko Metsola mpp is a consultant 
with finsbury international policy & 
regulatory advisers in brussels. He 
provides strategic public affairs advice 
and advocacy in relation to the euro-
pean Union institutions and beyond. 
Ukko contested the last european par-
liament elections in finland in June 
2009. He is married with three- and 
two-year-old-sons, and commutes 
between his homes in brussels, malta, 
and finland.

Christopher Mora mpa is a lieutenant 
commander in the navy jag corps. on 
June 16, 2010, the society of american 
indian government employees pre-
sented mora with its outstanding 
achievement award in recognition of 
his recent accomplishments in the 
area of american indian law. a mem-
ber of the chitimacha tribe, he con-
ducted a full-scale review of its tribal 
code to create a legal ethics code, a 
child welfare code, and an alternate 
dispute resolution system known as a 
“peacemakers court.” in June 2010, 
he was awarded the army commenda-
tion medal for his leadership and 
zealous advocacy on behalf of army 
soldiers, which resulted in a change 
to louisiana laws permitting military 
lawyers to represent low-income sol-
diers in state courts.

Jeremy Neuner mpa is the cofounder 
and ceo of nextspace, a coworking and 
innovation company with locations in 
santa cruz and san francisco. in april 
2010, Jeremy became a fellow at the 
aspen institute’s business and society 
program, where he is working with 
executives from companies like 
walmart, coca cola, and microsoft on 
the “future of work.”

Bartek Nowak hksee is executive 
director at the center for international 

in curitiba, brazil. since 2006 he has 
also acted as the chief of staff of the 
university president’s office. He is regu-
larly consulted by the regional media 
on economic and political issues.

Thomas Norman DeWolf hksee is the 
author of Inheriting the Trade (beacon 
press), the story of his experiences 
traveling with nine distant relatives on 
a life-altering journey through rhode 
island, ghana, and cuba to film the 
emmy-nominated documentary Traces 
of the Trade: A Story from the Deep 
North, in which he is featured. formerly 
a county commissioner in oregon, tom 
now speaks at colleges, universities, 
and social justice conferences through-
out the United states (inheritingthe-
trade.com).

Mike Hayes mpp recently concluded 
two years of service as director, defense 
policy and strategy at the national 
security council and now serves as 
commanding officer, seal team two in 
virginia beach, virginia. mike was also 
recently chosen as a lifetime member of 
the council on foreign relations.

Bernard Henderson Jr. hksee retired 
from virginia government at the conclu-
sion of governor timothy Kaine’s term 
in January 2010. He had served as the 
senior deputy secretary of the common-
wealth under governors Kaine and 
mark warner and had served in execu-
tive-appointed positions for five other 
virginia governors. He is now director 
for family and community relations at 
woody funeral Homes in richmond, 
virginia. He became a grandfather for 
the first time on July 4, 2010, with the 
birth of trainor lee caumont.

Ulrich Hoerning mpa has finally 
decided to give up private sector con-
sulting and has taken on a new job in 
local government for the city of 
mannheim (population 320,000). as 
head of the mayor’s government reform 
team, he leads a comprehensive 
change program on policy, administra-
tive structures, and organizational 
culture. through the financial crisis of 
2008 and 2009, Ulrich worked as a 
political advisor to then minister of 
finance peer steinbrück, at the federal 
ministry in berlin. 

Brenda James Fairfax hksee is the 
owner of nomadic star travel, llc. she 
had a wonderful career with the federal 
government as a civil servant and 
retired in January 2008. she started 
nomadic star travel prior to retirement, 
and continued after relocating back to 
her hometown of greenville, north 
carolina, in 2009. “i have booked cli-
ents on individual and group cruises 
(smooth Jazz cruises, dave Koz, and 
friends at sea in alaska), all-inclusive 

Help Us maKe  
tHis magazine better  
in the coming weeks,we’ll be 
sending a random sampling of 
hks alumni an online sUrvey 
so we can better understand what 
you like about the magazine and 
how we can improve. please help  
us by taking a few moments to 
complete it. 

—Thanks from the hks magazine staff

What’s On 
Your mind?
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Hills fine art commission. profession-
ally, curtis is the director of children, 
youth and family services for the l.a. 
gay & lesbian center, the largest orga-
nization in the world serving the lgbt 
community, where he previously served 
as the director of government relations.

Erika Strand mpa/id is still working 
with unicef, but has transferred from 
the new york headquarters to the mex-
ico city office as chief of social policy. 
Her work is focused on analysis of 
social spending on children and youth 
and dissemination of survey results on 
the impact of the economic crisis on 
children. she has relocated with her 
husband, carlos Hernandez, who 
remains with nyse, and their 10-month-
old son, Hans esteban.

Meena Thever-Wojcik mpp is an  
associate director in health care equity 
research at ubs securities. she covers 
med tech and pharma stocks. following 
hks, meena completed her mba at  
wharton then worked as an investment 
banking associate at bofa merrill lynch.  
she was recently married to fellow  
wharton graduate tom wojcik at the 
four seasons in beverly Hills, california.

t 2007
Kobina Aidoo mpp works with the 
world bank institute to foster multi-
sectoral innovation and collaboration in 
the governance of extractive industries 
(goxi.org). previously, Kobi worked as 
the United states public and corporate 
affairs manager for de beers. in addi-
tion, Kobi’s documentary, The Neo-
African-Americans, which explores 
black immigrant identities, has been 
screened at more than 70 locations 
including the library of congress. 

Stela Bokun mpp is a senior telecom 
analyst with pyramid research in United 
business media techweb, focusing on 
market research and consulting engage-
ments related to macroeconomic, regu-
latory, and business environments in a 
number of european telecommunica-
tions markets. based in the company’s 
london office, stela is responsible for 
assessing market opportunities, market 
intelligence, forecasting, and modeling 
market trends, and for managing some 
of pyramid’s largest global client 
accounts.

Deborah Chatsis mc/mpa was recently 
appointed the canadian ambassador to 
the socialist republic of vietnam. prior 
to this, deborah was the director of the 
office of the deputy minister for foreign 
affairs and, prior to that, was a senior 
advisor at the privy council office.

Doug Fairfield hksee is the command-
ing officer of the marine corps embassy 

Adeeb Mahmud mpp is a senior consul-
tant with fsg, a nonprofit consulting and 
research organization that works with 
donors on strategy and evaluation. He 
lives in washington, dc, where fsg 
launched its newest office in the fall. 
adeeb works on global development and 
health issues with foundations, corpora-
tions, and multilateral donors. He enjoys 
catching up with hks buddies in dc, 
including Jacqui O’Neill mpp, Steph 
Wade mpp, and Shaun Gonzales mpp 
2005, when he gets a chance. 

Jaclyn Marks mpp is a senior policy 
analyst at the california public Utilities 
commission in san francisco and 
works on new policy development and 
program implementation for the state’s 
renewables portfolio standard pro-
gram. on January 23, 2010, Jaclyn and 
her husband welcomed to the world a 
beautiful baby girl, avani ya’arit ohel.

Gerald O’Connor mc/mpa is currently 
a professor of medicine and of health 
policy and clinical practice at dart-
mouth medical school, in Hanover, new 
Hampshire. He and colleagues have 
recently worked on two large-scale 
projects on further improvement of the 
northern new england cardiovascular 
disease study group in maine, new 
Hampshire, and vermont, and develop-
ment of the national Quality program 
for the cystic fibrosis foundation.  
in 2010 gerry received a lifetime 
achievement award from the american 
Heart association.

Emily Osborn Felt mc/mpa migrated 
from cambridge to charlotte, north 
carolina, with her husband, greg. they 
welcomed a daughter, Hana corrin, to 
the world on may 1, 2008. now working 
in the energy sector as director of 
renewable strategy for duke energy 
corp., emily says, “while i never took 
an energy or infrastructure class at hks, 
this is the ideal nexus of public policy 
and business right now. it’s a fun time, 
full of change.”

Robbin Peach mc/mpa is founding 
executive director at the collaborative 
institute for oceans, climate and secu-
rity at University of massachusetts bos-
ton. the institute looks at the effects of 
changing climate and oceans on human 
and national security. previously, rob-
bin founded the massachusetts ocean 
partnership, which, with the help of 
several hks alums, supported the cre-
ation of the massachusetts ocean man-
agement plan, the first integrated 
ocean management plan for use in the 
United states.

Curtis Shepard hksee was recently 
elected chair of the california council 
for the Humanities, the california affili-
ate of the neh, and the city of beverly 

across the country. over the past two 
years, he has worked in a planning 
office at the faa on the technological 
transformation of the national air traffic 
control system called nextgen.

Cristina Huezo Grudin mpp and Nick 
Grudin mpp were married in carmel 
valley, california, in september 2009. 
on June 12, 2010, their first child, max-
well antonio grudin, was born. they 
live and work in new york city.

David Haskell mpa is ceo of dreams 
indeed international, “a private volun-
tary organization that strengthens 
indigenous social entrepreneurs in hard 
places to enable the poor to thrive as 
god intended, currently in the middle 
east and southeast asia,” he writes. in 
2009, david copublished research in 
Complexity Science & Social Entrepre-
neurship: Adding Social Value Through 
Systems Thinking with isce publishing, 
and delivered the 2010 keynote at the 
social venture partners international 
conference.

Stephanie Jill Hodge mc/mpa is a 
full-time staff member with unicef 
based at headquarters in new york. she 
is responsible for cross-sector coordi-
nation within and on behalf of the edu-
cation section, ensuring important 
cross-sector inputs for quality educa-
tion. stephanie is currently working on 
a climate change education policy 
mainstreaming and resource toolkit to 
support governments enacting policies 
and directives for cross-sectoral envi-
ronmental education that include inte-
grating risk reduction into the educa-
tion sector. this is filling a huge gap 
and is in response to the definitive 
report of the unfccc on climate change 
science, which justifies the right of all 
children to knowledge and education 
concerning their right to know about 
the changing environment and the 
implications on them and also for gov-
ernments to invest in quality education 
and schools as a mean for climate 
change adaptation and broader societal 
and development objectives. she also 
continues to work directly with govern-
ments in africa, asia, and the pacific 
strengthening institutions for demo-
cratic governance and human rights.

Brian Iammartino mpp is pleased  
to announce the release of his book, 
Getting Started in Security Analysis, with 
coauthor peter Klein of ubs financial 
services. it is a beginner’s guide to 
finance and investing, published by John 
wiley & sons. brian is a vice president 
with westport point capital, the real 
estate firm where he has worked since 
graduation, and he lives happily in 
Jamaica plain, massachusetts, with his 
wife meredith Hamilton. 

work (swan), a nonprofit organization 
that supports, defends, and empowers 
U.s. servicewomen and women veterans 
of all eras through groundbreaking advo-
cacy initiatives and innovative, healing 
community programs. anu’s work is 
regularly featured by the national press. 
she was recently selected as a 2010 
petra fellow.

Ovidiu Bujorean mpa is founder of 
mypaperlessbills inc., a finalist with 
mass challenge. “we created a central 
online repository, where consumers 
receive, store, and organize all their 
home bills conveniently and securely 
for record keeping and tax purposes,” 
she writes. “we work with key service 
providers and cities to increase their 
paperless billing adoption and gener-
ate significant savings and green ben-
efits. i am looking to connect with fel-
low alumni who work with green organi-
zations or service providers such as 
at&t, comcast, or nstar.”

Bob DeColfmacker mc/mpa is a senior 
consultant with stevens strategy, a 
full-service higher education consulting 
firm specializing in managing the pro-
cess of strategic change for colleges 
and universities around the nation and 
the world. bob also currently serves as 
chair of the board of trustees at south-
ern new Hampshire University.

Jeff Frazier hksee works within a 
global public sector advisory group at 
cisco. Jeff consults to governments on 
innovation, technology policy, and 
strategy within the justice community. 
in addition, he serves on the north 
carolina governor’s innovation council 
and the north carolina governor’s 
china strategy council and is a board 
member for the community in schools-
north carolina and international 
affairs council.

Jacobo Garcia mpa is a consultant on 
regulatory reform with the organisation 
for economic cooperation and develop-
ment, working on a project to improve 
the competitiveness of mexico via regu-
latory and competition reform. previ-
ously, Jacobo was chief of advisors to 
the governor of coahuila, mexico, and 
advisor to the minister of public admin-
istration. He has also worked for the 
mexican ministry of economy and has 
taught at itesm and the state universi-
ties of Hidalgo and coahuila.

Siddharth Gejji (Sidd) mpp is a pro-
gram analyst at the U.s. department of 
transportation’s federal aviation 
administration. He just finished a 
90-day rotation with the department’s 
assistant secretary for budget and pro-
grams, working on the 2009 recovery 
act and financing and policy develop-
ment for the high-speed rail network 

scott’s work on the canada-colombia 
free trade agreement. 

Axel Brugger mpa is a senior risk 
manager at kfw, germany’s interna-
tional development bank, focusing on 
the bank’s international country risk 
analysis activities. previously, axel 
worked as a public and private sector 
consultant in the middle east and 
europe, advising on topics ranging from 
foreign direct investment and risk anal-
ysis to economic policy. axel recently 
relocated with his family from the 
United arab emirates to germany and is 
looking forward to hearing from class-
mates passing through frankfurt.

Steven Cohen mpp is a doctoral fellow 
in communication at the University of 
maryland. He is well known for deliver-
ing dynamic interactive courses, and 
seminars that help participants 
improve their communication skills in 
real time. an expert on speech delivery, 
steven researches and writes about the 
verbal and non-verbal techniques that 
professional speakers use to design 
and deliver powerful messages. He 
invites you to visit his website at ste-
venocohen.net.

Antonia De Meo mc/mpa has been 
appointed director of the Jerusalem 
operations centre of the United nations 
office for project services (unops). she 
is one of the youngest heads of a Un 
agency or entity in the occupied pales-
tinian territory. based in Jerusalem, 
antonia directs a $30 million portfolio 
of projects aimed at building the future 
state of palestine. with a focus on the 
security sector, most of the projects 
relate to construction and procurement 
to benefit the palestinian civil police.

Charles de Segundo mpa/mba is  
an account manager with pimco, based 
in new york, working on some of the 
firm’s institutional client relationships 
and the development of pimco’s pres-
ence in latin america. He recently cel-
ebrated his first wedding anniversary, 
and is otherwise to be found riding his 
bike in and around new york city.

Qahir Dhanani mpp/mba and sabeen 
virani were married in los angeles on 
June 6. the ceremony was preceded by 
two days of dancing and entertainment 
with a mehndi (henna) party on June 4 
and a traditional pithi and sangeet on 
June 5. a number of classmates from 
hks, hbs, and gsas, where sabeen 
earned a master’s, were in attendance. 
sabeen and Qahir spent their honey-
moon at the beaches and on safari in 
Kenya and tanzania. Qahir is now with 
the boston consulting group in dubai, 
and sabeen is with the monitor group, 
also based in dubai. 

on this topic that brings together brazil-
ian, indian, and chinese scholars.

Erin Sweeney mpp/up is currently a 
political officer in the U.s. embassy in 
la paz, bolivia, where she focuses on 
human rights, women’s issues, and 
other internal political issues. previ-
ously, erin served two years as a vice 
consul in the U.s. consulate general in 
lagos, nigeria. 

Alen Taletovic hksee is legal advisor  
to the mayor of zivinice (bih). He was 
elected a member of the municipality 
council in the 2008 local elections. 
previously, he was president of fom sdp 
bih zivinice (youth organisation of sdp 
bih zivinice). “at this moment, on the 
law faculty of the University of sarajevo, 
preparing ma work with a thesis on 
‘local self-government in the modern 
world with special focus on bih.’”

t 2008
Bam Aquino hksee is currently the 
president of microventures, inc., a 
social enterprise that does micro enter-
prise development for the philippines’ 
underprivileged sector. microventures 
runs the Hapinoy program (hapinoy.
com), which currently supports thou-
sands of micro entrepreneurs in the 
philippines. bam is also the president 
of the tayo (ten accomplished youth 
organizations) awards foundation, the 
country’s premier award-giving body for 
youth organizations. 

Karim Bardeesy mpp is an editorial 
writer at the Globe and Mail newspaper 
in toronto, after working in new york 
city for slate’s now-shuttered business 
website, the big money. He was lucky 
enough to get married to rachel pulfer 
in march 2010.

Liz Booker mc/mpa is a helicopter 
pilot and operations officer at coast 
guard air station los angeles. liz is 
also a member of the leadership Her-
mosa beach 2011 class. the nine-
month program is designed to educate 
and engage future leaders in city gover-
nance and philanthropy.

Scott Brison hksee was appointed 
liberal finance critic in canada’s 
House of commons in september. 
scott was appointed by michael ignati-
eff, leader of the liberal party of can-
ada and former director of the carr 
center for Human rights policy. as 
finance critic, scott is a senior member 
of the liberal shadow cabinet and a 
chief spokesperson on economic mat-
ters. in august, scott was presented 
with the order of san carlos by presi-
dent of colombia alvaro Uribe. this 
award was presented in recognition of 

Oren Magnezy mpa is the founder  
and chair of the laurus consulting 
group in israel. the group specializes 
in public strategy and political consult-
ing and has international and local 
clientele from the public, private, and 
governmental sectors. previously, oren 
served as prime minister ariel sharon’s 
advisor and liaison to parliament and 
was later named founding director of 
the agency for economic development 
of the arab communities in israel.

Pablo Quintanilla mpp is a foreign 
service officer working as a point person 
at the U.s. department of state on U.s. 
commercial interests in iraq. He will 
serve a one-year post at the U.s. 
embassy in baghdad starting in July 
2011. previously, pablo served a two-
year post at the U.s. embassy in beijing, 
as vice-consul. silvana Quintanilla, pab-
lo’s wife, is a second-year law student at 
berkeley law school.

Markus Redl mpa is on paternal leave 
and primary caretaker of their first-
born, paul, for a year, after his wife, 
maria, returned to her job full time. He 
continues teaching sports policy and 
management courses at Universities of 
applied sciences in Kufstein and Krems 
part-time. after graduation markus 
worked as a public sector consultant for 
icg infora gmbH out of vienna, austria. 
from late 2007 to early 2009 markus, 
as icg’s project director, led the city of 
innsbruck’s and the austrian olympic 
committee’s successful bid for the right 
to host the 1st winter youth olympic 
games in 2012.

Ingalisa Schrobsdorff mpa, after a 
stint in san francisco at kqed, moved 
to washington, dc, and took a job as a 
producer for public radio. “the program 
covers local, national, and international 
issues, and i have already reached out 
to hks colleagues for their expertise. i 
live in the district with my husband, a 
history professor, and our 18-month-old 
daughter, sahar.”

Ankur Shah mpa/id is working with 
acumen fund in dubai, managing new 
business opportunities in the middle 
east and europe. previously, ankur was 
with legatum ventures, robin Hood 
foundation, and mcKinsey & company.

Oliver Stuenkel mpp is a visiting pro-
fessor of international relations at the 
University of sao paulo, where he 
teaches a course on emerging power 
and global governance. in brazil, his 
research focuses on brazil’s, india’s, 
and china’s roles in addressing global 
challenges such as nuclear proliferation, 
climate change, and poverty. in 2011 he 
will, jointly with the Konrad adenauer 
foundation, organize a seminar series 

security group (mcesg) responsible for 
the recruiting, training, leadership, and 
management of the marine embassy 
guard program worldwide. mcesg  
provides internal security to 150 U.s. 
embassies and consulates in 135  
countries. previously, doug was the 
current operations branch head at 
Headquarters, U.s. marine corps. 

Jill Gentry Leandro mpp and her  
husband, robb leandro, welcomed 
their first child, Juliana, on august 29, 
2010, in raleigh, north carolina, where 
the family resides. 

Aaron Graham mpp is the lead pastor 
at the district church in washington, 
dc. aaron and his wife, amy, started 
this new church in columbia Heights in 
the last year. previously, aaron worked 
as the national field organizer for 
sojourners. He started and pastored 
Quincy street missional church in 
dorchester, massachusetts, while 
attending the Kennedy school.

Paz Guzman Caso de los Cobos mpa 
is governance and public finance advi-
sor with the belgian development 
agency, negotiating budget support for 
health and education policies in africa. 
previously, paz worked with mit’s pov-
erty action lab as outreach coordinator, 
helping the organization disseminate 
knowledge about effective develop-
ment programs. last year, paz gave 
birth to her second child, itziar.

Kaj Larsen mpp is the los angeles-
based correspondent for cnn. Kaj cov-
ers domestic and international stories 
about policy, conflict zones, and issues 
that impact our world. prior to joining 
cnn Kaj was a host and producer for 
current tv’s Vanguard journalism 
series. He has produced award-winning 
tv shows including Lockup on msnbc 
and U.S. Navy Pirate Hunters. Kaj serves 
on the board of directors of the mission 
continues, a nonprofit dedicated to 
mentoring wounded veterans into  
public service. 

Mark Lindberg mpa has accepted  
a new position as program director, 
domestic disasters and international 
relief/human development, at the mar-
garet a. cargill foundation, based in 
minneapolis. mark’s domestic work will 
focus on the midwest, and his interna-
tional work will focus on water/wash 
and sustainable ag/food security 
issues. previously, mark was director of 
international programs at the medtronic 
foundation, also in minneapolis.  

Armando Lopez-Cardenas mc/mpa, 
hksee 2005 was appointed secretary 
of finance by mexico city chief of gov-
ernment marcelo ebrard causaubon in 
July 2010.
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Health department in portland, oregon, 
working to implement health reform 
with a focus on racial and socioeco-
nomic health equity and the social 
determinants of health and particularly 
on access to healthy affordable hous-
ing, nutritious food, and healthy land 
use and transportation planning.

Jamie Snashall mc/mpa is the deputy 
director of government relations for 
telstra, australia’s largest telephone, 
broadband, and information services 
company. previously, he was policy 
adviser and press secretary for three 
years to prime minister Julia gillard mp, 
when in opposition. He has also 
worked as a federal bureaucrat in many 
departments and as a consultant for 
some of australia’s leading public 
affairs firms. Jamie is married to narelle 
luchetti, and they live in canberra.

Manu Tandon mpa was appointed 
secretariat chief information officer for 
the executive office of Health and 
Human services for the common-
wealth of massachusetts. eohhs is the 
largest commonwealth secretariat, 
and its work touches the lives of all 
massachusetts residents. in his new 
role, manu manages the state’s largest 
it portfolio covering 16 eohhs agen-
cies including medicaid, human ser-
vices, and public health. manu is also 
closely involved in rolling out the cru-
cial hit program supporting massachu-
setts’ position as a national leader in 
health care initiatives.

Shehzad Tarique hksee is a technical 
expert and banking supervision advisor 
with the international monetary fund. 
He has been involved in technical train-
ing and advisory missions to several 
countries in the middle east, central 
asia, and africa. additional work 
includes responsibilities as a banking 
supervisor and advisor at the central 
bank of uae. “i have had several years 
of regulatory and supervisory experi-
ence at the federal reserve bank of 
new york and the federal reserve 
board, in the United states,” he writes.

Chris Taylor mc/mpa is ceo of mission 
essential personnel and was elected to 
the board of trustees of the american 
University of afghanistan.

Graves Tompkins mpa and Colleen 
Dixon mpp 2007 were married in santa 
barbara, california, on may 24, 2009, 
with many friends from hks on hand to 
celebrate. graves and colleen live in 
new york city, where graves works at 
general atlantic, focusing on invest-
ments in energy and health care, and 
colleen serves as an assistant district 
attorney in manhattan.

Ole Wetlesen Borge mc/mpa is head  
of legal and compliance in the investment 

Allison Ohle mpp and her husband, 
douglas Kot, welcomed Jackson’s little 
sister, anika, in march 2010. allison is 
now the chief of staff at High tech High, 
a charter management organization in 
san diego that runs nine schools 
throughout san diego county and a 
graduate school of education.

Federico Ortega mpa/id is director of 
budget, development, and planning at 
the sucre municipality of caracas, ven-
ezuela. also, federico teaches a class, 
poverty and inequality measurement, at 
the Universidad metropolitana in cara-
cas. previously, federico was general 
coordinator for the sucre municipality, 
public policy advisor for the carlos 
ocariz campaign for mayor, and 
research analyst at the andean devel-
opment bank (caf).

Yasmin Padamsee mc/mpa is working 
with the United nations in myanmar. 
she is constantly amazed by the gener-
osity and openness of the regular city 
and rural folks living in myanmar. she 
invites you to learn firsthand about the 
commitment of ordinary people who 
are striving against all odds to improve 
their lives. she is also keen to devote 
energy assisting the hks alumni board 
of directors and looks forward to work-
ing closely with alumni. 

Emilian Papadopoulos mpp is chief of 
staff at good Harbor consulting, a stra-
tegic security consulting firm chaired by 
former white House counter-terrorism 
advisor richard clarke. emilian sup-
ports the firm’s leadership and aligns 
day-to-day operations with the firm’s 
strategic goals. He splits his time 
between good Harbor’s offices in 
washington, dc, and abu dhabi, where 
he is learning arabic, slowly.

Dimitrios Raftogiannis mpa contin-
ues his career in the Hellenic navy. He 
is currently director of studies of the 
staff college of the Hellenic navy in 
athens. in 2011 he will be appointed to 
nato’s transformation center in norfolk, 
virginia, as the representative of 
greece. previously, dimitrios attended 
the Joint war school of the greek armed 
forces in thessaloniki. 

Taufiq Rahim mpp is currently a politi-
cal analyst based in dubai, where he is 
a visiting scholar at the dubai school of 
government and runs a strategy advi-
sory company called globesight. in 
addition, he blogs on his site at The-
Geopolitico.com. previously he was at 
mcKinsey & company’s middle east 
office. taufiq is constantly circumnavi-
gating the globe, and you may run into 
him in a city near you.

Rosa Sepulveda Klein mpp is a  
policy advisor at the multnomah county 

ria, managing the development and 
implementation of liberia’s post-con-
flict reconstruction agenda anchored on 
four pillars: enhancing security; revital-
izing the economy; improving gover-
nance and rule of law; rehabilitating 
infrastructure, and providing basic 
social services to liberians. previously, 
amara was deputy chief of staff for 
policy to president ellen Johnson 
sirleaf, a policy analyst at the vanguard 
group of investment companies, and 
education coordinator with the interna-
tional rescue committee.

Tamas Landesz mc/mpa, hksee 2002 
has been appointed corporate services 
director with the european defence 
agency, based in brussels. in 2010 he 
was honored as a young global leader 
by the world economic forum. His first 
son, tamas Jr., was born on June 23, 
2010, making it a very special year for 
him and his beautiful wife, olesya.

Jane Lloyd mc/mpa is managing direc-
tor, U.s. investments for dexus prop-
erty group. Jane relocated from austra-
lia in february 2010 to open the dexus 
office and is now located in newport 
beach, california. Jane is responsible 
for the group’s $1.2 billion property 
portfolio in the United states. prior to 
the move, Jane was head of retail for 
dexus in australia.

Josh Manning mpp is director of enroll-
ment services at lyon college in bates-
ville, arkansas, recruiting students to 
one of the best-ranked liberal arts col-
leges in the nation, consulting on new 
marketing strategies, and engaging 
alumni and donors in institutional 
development events. previously, Josh 
was associate director of enrollment 
services.

Nicholle Manz mpa has been 
appointed U.s. economic and financial 
advisor to the organisation for eco-
nomic cooperation and development, 
in paris. nicholle covers the commit-
tees on statistics, economic policy, 
fiscal affairs, financial markets, and 
development assistance, and the 
financial action task force. she also 
covers enhanced engagement with 
brazil, and is the U.s. delegate to the 
economic and development review 
committee (edrc).

Ed Matthaidess mc/mpa is currently 
serving as the operations officer for 
task force storm (2-30th infantry, 4th 
brigade, 10th mountain division) in 
afghanistan’s logar province. task 
force storm is the american partner to 
afghan national security forces and 
czech provincial reconstruction teams 
in logar and is responsible for securing 
the afghan populace and building 
afghan governance capacity.

Alex Gallo mpp recently received a 
five-year appointment as a term member 
with the council on foreign relations.

Daniel Gutierrez hksee married Karen 
morales on august 18, 2010, in mexico 
and has recently moved with his family 
from mexico city to san antonio, texas, 
to work for the north american develop-
ment bank as senior project develop-
ment specialist. He is currently involved 
in energy and environmental project 
finance in the U.s.-mexico border region. 

Jameson Riley Johnson hksee is  
the chief operations officer for the U.s. 
army’s cyber command. “i am con-
structing this new force that will protect 
the greater dod global communications 
and data networks,” he writes. “i am 
retiring in march of 2011 and moving 
into private industry. i am looking for 
management work with an international 
company in either security or govern-
mental affairs.”

Naoto Kanehira mpa is a young pro-
fessional at the world bank in washing-
ton, staffed at the private/financial 
sectors development department of 
the europe & central asia regional vice 
presidency, focusing on innovation 
policies. in parallel, he has launched 
soket (soket.me), a nonprofit consul-
tancy specializing in inventing innova-
tive and market-driven solutions to 
development issues and incubating 
social intrapreneurs within private sec-
tor clients. previously, naoto was an 
engagement manager at mcKinsey & 
company in tokyo.

Omar Mukhtar Khan mpa is presently 
working for an asian development bank 
project in lahore, pakistan. the project 
deals with resource management of 
punjab province with focus on public 
financial management, civil service 
reforms, and private sector develop-
ment. omar has strong personal inter-
ests in trekking and tourism develop-
ment. He is married and lives in lahore 
with his spouse, fariha omar, and two 
sons, asad and saad.

Daniel Klingenfeld mpp has returned 
to his hometown, berlin, and is now 
working as a research analyst for the 
advisory council on global change to 
the german government. He is also 
completing a doctoral thesis at the 
potsdam institute for climate impact 
research (pik), focusing on the design 
of an international climate protection 
architecture. previously, daniel worked 
on the climate change and clean energy 
team at ihs cambridge energy research 
associates in cambridge, massachu-
setts. “greetings to the class of 2008!”

Amara Konneh mpa is minister of 
development in the government of libe-

pean commission related to the reform 
of the judiciary and as a consultant on 
the undp project, also in the area of 
the judiciary. 

Victoria Donovan mpa is a democracy 
specialist with usaid in washington, dc. 
she spent three months overseas during 
the summer, where she worked with 
usaid and the state department on their 
country portfolio for rwanda. victoria 
works primarily as a technical advisor in 
the areas of rule of law and human 
rights. previously, victoria was a practic-
ing attorney licensed in california.

Thomas Eads mc/mpa is now manage-
ment analyst at the florida department 
of Health in tallahassee, guiding effi-
cient provision of cancer screening to 
the underserved and accelerating 
chronic disease prevention at patient, 
provider, payer, and community levels. 
previously, thomas was director at 
thomas eads fine art, scientific 
research consultant at molecular ori-
gins, associate professor at purdue 
University college of agriculture, and 
group leader at Kraft foods.

Brian Elliot mpa became a social 
entrepreneur last year by starting 
friendfactor. friendfactor unlocks the 
power of friendship to accelerate legal 
freedoms for lgbt (lesbian, gay, bi, 
trans) americans, with the help of 
straight supporters and a pioneering 
social networking platform. brian 
recently received a poptech fellowship 
and the hbs social entrepreneurship 
fellowship, and has assembled a bipar-
tisan advisory board to help friend-
factor change the game for gay rights in 
the United states.

Rade Glomazic hksee is working at 
the international organization for 
migration on the nato-partnership for 
peace trust fund project in serbia as an 
advisor. the project aims at creating a 
sustainable reintegration structure by 
generating supported employment and 
self-employment opportunities. previ-
ously, rade was a consultant with the 
organization for security and coopera-

development issues. she also coordi-
nates field visits for parliamentarians to 
travel to developing countries and mon-
itor projects and poverty reduction 
strategies. in addition, naye designed 
and organized thematic workshops for 
parliamentarians on pressing topics 
such as trade, hiv/aids, governance, 
and natural resource management. she 
also leads advocacy and outreach to 
african parliamentarians. naye has long 
intended to serve her continent, and is 
eager to address the pressing issues 
facing africa. “i have been privileged 
with an education and the ability to 
travel and see what it takes to develop 
a country,” she writes. “it is time to give 
back. i want to contribute to meaningful 
change in our part of the world.” 

Ryan Buckley mpp is now working in 
business development at rapleaf, a 
leading provider of customer insights for 
political and corporate campaigns. 
based in san francisco, rapleaf works 
with clients across the United states, 
including washington -based political 
consulting firms and statewide candi-
dates facing off in elections this year.

Dominik Cziesche mpa is the deputy 
chief of staff for the opposition leader 
in the german parliament, frank-wal-
ter steinmeier of the social democratic 
party. previously, he worked as a con-
sultant for the boston consulting 
group in berlin.

Bill Daly mc/mpa is commanding offi-
cer of uss Farragut, a U.s. navy 
destroyer. in august 2010, bill returned 
from a seven-month deployment with 
Farragut, during which the ship con-
ducted extensive counter-piracy opera-
tions in the gulf of aden and somali 
basin, supported operation enduring 
freedom while operating in the north 
arabian sea, and conducted notewor-
thy engagement with several nato 
countries. while bill was deployed, his 
son (and second child) was born; bill 
very much cherished meeting his six-
month-old son upon returning from 
deployment. bill lives in Jacksonville, 
florida, with his wife and two children 
and will gladly give his hks classmates 
a tour of the ship if they find them-
selves in northern florida.

Milica Djunic hksee is currently work-
ing as a world bank consultant and is a 
research assistant for justice sector 
policy supporting issues pertaining to 
justice sector reform and moderniza-
tion process in the republic of serbia. 
milica’s main focus is providing advi-
sory and facilitating efforts to the minis-
try of Justice of serbia in combating 
corruption and organized crime. previ-
ously, milica was working as a consul-
tant on the project funded by the euro-

he reported on war and politics in iraq 
for The New York Times.

Max Anderson mpa and his wife, Jes-
sica, were expecting their second child 
in december 2010. their first, carolina, 
is two and is now singing, dancing, and 
hopping through life. they live in new 
york city, where Jess works at redeemer 
presbyterian church. max works at a 
macroeconomic asset manager and 
advises the burgeoning movement to 
create a Hippocratic oath for business. 
His book, The mba Oath, was published 
last year and is available online and in 
bookstores everywhere.

Jerome Arriola hksee is a department 
head iii of the city government of 
muntinlupa, philippines. His expertise is 
in the field of strategy. Jerome served 
the board of advisors of the asian insti-
tute of management policy center’s 
philippine cities’ competitiveness rank-
ing project in 2006. His projects and 
innovations in the city have earned 
accolades from prestigious local and 
international agencies and have become 
the benchmark for cities in the country.

Rye Barcott mpa will have his literary 
memoir, It Happened on the Way to 
War: A Marine’s Path to Peace, pub-
lished by bloomsbury in april 2011 to 
coincide with the 10th anniversary of 
carolina for Kibera — the organization 
he cofounded with salim mohamed 
and tabitha festo.

Elena Barmakova hksee is founder 
and president of fontvieille capital inc., 
a financial consulting firm that special-
izes in developing opportunities in 
russia for foreign investors and in intro-
ducing russian investors to opportuni-
ties in other world economies. on some 
energy-related projects in russia, font-
vieille capital is involved with the abra-
ham group, an advisory group headed 
by former secretary of energy spencer 
abraham. also, the company is 
involved with the commercialization of 
soviet technology in U.s. markets. in 
2009 elena was honored by the world 
economic forum as an active member 
of young global leaders (ygl). she has 
completed the ygl executive education 
program at Harvard Kennedy school.

Naye Bathily mc/mpa, a senegalese 
national, is a parliamentary liaison at 
the world bank external affairs’ office, 
based in paris. she has served as the 
bank’s first full-time parliamentary staff 
person. naye has actively contributed 
to the creation of the parliamentary 
network on the world bank, which is a 
unique parliamentary platform for pol-
icy dialogue on key development 
issues. for the past years, she has 
engaged hundreds of elected represen-
tatives worldwide on international 

firm pareto securities as, in oslo. previ-
ously, ole worked as special advisor in 
the asset management department at 
the norwegian ministry of finance.

Matt Wilson mc/mpa is a campaign 
director with Health care for all in mas-
sachusetts. He is leading the organiza-
tion’s work to protect consumers on the 
proposed sale of the caritas network of 
catholic hospitals in massachusetts to 
wall street private equity firm cerberus 
capital management. He is organizing 
statewide organizations and commu-
nity groups concerned about the 
impacts of converting these six hospi-
tals to for-profit businesses.

Jian Xiao mc/mpa is a director and 
deputy general manager of the state-
owned listed company shenzhen 
guangju energy co., ltd., whose busi-
ness scope ranges from gasoline to 
liquefied natural gas to electric power 
and the logistics industry across south-
ern china. prior to attending hks as a 
mason fellow, Jian was once a policy 
researcher in the public policy institute 
and then a senior assistant to the 
mayor of tainjin, the fourth largest city 
in china.

Alagi Yorro Jallow mpa is a reagan/
fascell democracy fellow at the 
national endowment for democracy 
and author of the research paper “the 
gambian media under militocracy.”

Florian Zinoecker mpa is corporate 
governance officer at the european 
investment bank in luxembourg. flo-
rian and his wife, marianne, are happy 
to announce the birth of their son in 
august 2010.

t 2009
Sara Agarwal mc/mpa is an education 
strategy manager in the office of global 
social innovation for Hewlett packard in 
washington, dc. Her role includes facil-
itating the creation of social innova-
tions in partnership with educational 
leaders globally. previously, she worked 
for microsoft in africa and with the 
african development bank and north 
american development bank. she is a 
new term member of the council on 
foreign relations.

Razzaq Al-Saiedi mc/mpa is a consul-
tant with the international crisis group, 
part of a research team studying the 
sustainability the iraqi state in the 
wake of the american withdrawal. He is 
finishing a research paper (affiliated 
with hks) exploring the electoral sys-
tems employed in iraq and their impact 
on the political landscape. razzaq 
writes occasionally for the New York 
Times and the Global Post. previously, 

Help Us maKe  
tHis magazine better  
in the coming weeks,we’ll be 
sending a random sampling of 
hks alumni an online sUrvey 
so we can better understand what 
you like about the magazine and 
how we can improve. please help  
us by taking a few moments to 
complete it. 

—Thanks from the hks magazine staff

What’s On 
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Jared Leiderman mpa married emily 
epstein on July 4, and the two settled in 
san francisco. Jared now works for the 
new teacher center in santa cruz, cali-
fornia. ntc improves public education 
by helping new teachers and school 
leaders be more effective through men-
toring programs.

Ronald Philip mpp has joined the 
world economic forum in new york as  
a global leadership fellow and commu-
nity manager for the logistics and trans-
portation industries. previously, ronald 
was a senior consultant with the infra-
structure practice at pricewaterhouse-
coopers, an assistant manager at ge 
capital, and a research analyst with the 
world bank in south asia.

Claudia Ramirez Bulos mpa/id is an 
economist in the research department at 
the mexican central bank, analyzing the 
monetary and financial performance of 
domestic and international markets, and 
collaborating in the assessment and 
coordination of the research agenda 
regarding juncture issues on those top-
ics. previously, claudia was research 
assistant in the bank’s macroeconomic 
analysis division.

Adam Rein mpa is a cofounder of 
altaeros energies, a boston start-up 
that is developing an airborne wind 
turbine to harness vast new sources of 
wind power at a low cost competitive 
with fossil fuels. adam is also helping 
launch solsolution, a social enterprise 
that helps low-income schools install 
solar panels and dedicates all profits to 
increased education funding to train 
the next generation of clean energy 
entrepreneurs.

Kara Waddell mc/mpa is an executive 
with the state of oregon as the child 
care administrator, where she coordi-
nates and supervises the child care 
system and directs federal child care 
funding in the state. Kara was also 
appointed to the oregon governor’s 
advisory council on early childhood 
matters. before hks, Kara lived for 12 
years in china, most recently serving as 
the china director for a $400 million 
U.s. nonprofit working in relief and 
development.

Tao Zhang mc/mpa was invited to  
write a column for the Wall Street Jour-
nal Chinese. called “tao’s voice on 
china,” the namesake column is 
focused on discussing key political, 
social, and economic issues facing 
today’s china.

in memoriam
Karen Krebsbach mc/mpa 1991 
David Wodynski mc/mpa 2001

working on the damage and needs 
assessment for the destructive floods 
that hit pakistan last monsoon  
season. this exercise is being con-
ducted jointly by the world bank and 
the asian development bank, and will 
inform policy decisions for the recov-
ery and reconstruction phase of the 
floods disaster.

Kathrin Bimesdoerfer mpp is a  
consultant for participatory processes 
and sustainability policy with ifok 
gmbh in berlin. before hks, she worked 
for the german technical cooperation 
(gtz) in laos and china. 

Nizar Farsakh mc/mpa is a teaching 
fellow on public narrative with profes-
sor marshall ganz and on leadership 
with professor ronald Heifetz. He is 
also a member of the middle east com-
munity organizing initiative in Jordan, 
developing and adapting ganz’s frame-
work to the regional context. previously, 
nizar was an advisor to palestinian 
negotiators on border issues and was 
seconded to the palestinian prime 
minister’s office.

Zak Gingo mc/mpa is the director of 
facilities management and operations 
for the faculty of arts and sciences at 
Harvard University. His office is directly 
across jfk street from hks, and he wel-
comes visiting alums to stop by if they 
are in the area.

Kaneisha Grayson mpa/mba 
launched an admissions and career 
coaching company called the art of 
applying in June 2010. she specializes 
in helping non-traditional applicants 
gain entry to competitive graduate pro-
grams. Her current clients hail from 
around the world, including the United 
states, the United Kingdom, malaysia, 
Korea, india, and mauritius. she is 
greatly enjoying using her joint degree to 
experience the world of entrepreneur-
ship. she lives and works from her home 
office in santa monica, california.

Ibrahim Kuzu mpp works for the turk-
ish government at the state planning 
organization in ankara. as a senior 
specialist, ibrahim supervises the 
recently established regional develop-
ment agencies. His job includes 
approving regional development plans 
and budgets, transferring funds from 
national government, and interviewing 
applicants for jobs at the agencies.

Katie Laidlaw mpa joined the boston 
consulting group in its new york city 
office. she completed a second con-
sulting engagement with technoserve, 
this time in the cocoa industry, explor-
ing economic development in nigeria. 
the summer was highlighted by travel 
to nigeria and a return visit to tanzania 
to climb mt. Kilimanjaro with her dad.

wide. several hks classmates and a few 
faculty members will be in arkansas to 
support this initiative including Stelios 
Kostalas mc/mpa, Hassan Tettah mc/
mpa, Adren Wilson mc/mpa, david 
gergen, director of the center for public 
leadership, and ron ferguson, senior 
lecturer at Harvard and codirector of 
Harvard’s achievement gap initiative. 
these Kennedy school friends sup-
pored the initiative by serving as facili-
tators and keynote presenters. 

Neel Shah mpp is a resident physician 
in obstetrics and gynecology at 
brigham & women’s Hospital. He is 
also the founder and executive direc-
tor of costsofcare.org, a boston-based 
nonprofit started by hks alums that 
uses information technology to pre-
vent personal bankruptcies caused by 
medical bills.

Maura Sullivan mpa/mba, a senior 
franchise manager with pepsico bever-
ages americas, was recently appointed 
by the white House to serve on the 
american battle monuments commis-
sion. to date, eight individuals have 
been appointed to the commission, 
which serves as the guardian for ameri-
can overseas cemeteries and memori-
als to fallen U.s. service members.

Thor Steingraber mc/mpa directed at 
the gran teatre de liceu in barcelona 
last winter, completing a four-year 
collaboration with renowned painter 
david Hockney on this production of 
wagner’s Tristan und Isolde. it was 
also the completion of 17 years of 
directing operas around the world, 
because steingraber has now assumed 
a post as vice president of strategy 
and planning at the Kimmel center in 
philadelphia. the Kimmel center is the 
crown jewel of philadelphia’s avenue 
of the arts, with four venues and eight 
resident companies.

t 2010
Ryan Androsoff mpp has returned  
to his native canada to enter the public 
service. ryan was accepted into the 
canadian government’s recruitment  
of policy leaders program and is now 
serving as senior policy advisor in the 
office of the chief information officer  
in ottawa, where he is working on the 
development of a web 2.0 strategy  
for the government of canada.

Sohaib Athar mpp just moved back to 
his home country of pakistan and has 
begun a short-term consulting assign-
ment with the world bank country 
office. He is helping the bank with 
project appraisal for a new multi-year 
initiative on urban management and 
improved service delivery called the 
punjab large cities project. He is also 

tion in europe, a senior economic 
development consultant at the eurecna 
s.r.l, and eU programs legislation offi-
cer at the information centre of euro-
pean commission in montenegro. 

Kumiko Igushi mpa is temporarily a 
research assistant at cgis, Harvard Uni-
versity. previously, in Japan, Kumi was a 
new strategies development director of 
aon corporation (doubling as an Hr 
consulting director of aon consulting); a 
senior manager of government public 
affairs at Hewlett-packard (also as a 
Japan representative lobbyist); and a 
strategy manager of the high-tech, tele-
communications, and media group at 
deloitte consulting. recently married, 
Kumi and her husband, now live in edge-
water, new Jersey.

Bryant Ives mpp is a senior consul-
tant with ibm’s global business ser-
vices consulting group. He is currently 
working with a Fortune 100 global 
diversified technology and industrial 
company on a business transformation 
program and sap implementation for 
the americas in the United states, 
mexico, and brazil. before that he 
worked with an internationally inte-
grated oil company in Houston, texas, 
and a Fortune 500 consumer packaged 
goods company on a regionwide sap 
implementation program. bryant is 
also involved with internal ibm proj-
ects such as smarter planet enterprise 
of the future, value realization, and 
chicago’s Hispanic diversity network 
group — a diversity network group that 
aims to work with the local latino 
community in chicago. 

Diego Osorio mc/mpa is completing 
his assignment with the Un mission in 
Haiti, and is moving to the world bank 
as senior operations officer of the Haiti 
trust fund, still based in port-au-prince. 
“looking forward to seeing other hks 
grads working there.”

Sierra Peterson mpp currently shares 
a brownstone in washington, dc, with 
Jamille Bigio mpp and Jen Scott mpp. 
following graduation, she worked with 
the House of representatives select 
committee for energy independence 
and global warming and its chair, rep. 
ed markey (d-massachusetts). sierra is 
now an analyst in the white House 
office of energy and climate change.

Adelaide Schaeffer mc/mpa is the 
president and ceo of champions for 
Kids, an organization that inspires 
millions of people to become a “cham-
pion for Kids” by providing innovative 
service learning ideas to corporate and 
social sector leaders. in october, cham-
pions for Kids presented the Henkel 
global leadership conference to 
expand service opportunities world-

Board of Directors 
of the HKS alumni 
association 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
marilyn averill mc/mpa 2000, chair
gerd “gary” schwarz mc/mpa 2007, 

vice chair
rudy n. brioché mpp 2000, 

ex-officio

MEMBERS-AT-LARGE
michael “yemi” cardoso  

mc/mpa 2005
shannon l. christian mpp 1987

MEMBERS
gayane afrikian mc/mpa 2005
Jeffrey l. amestoy mc/mpa 1982
téa collins mpa 2005
molly Kinder mpa/id 2008
poranee “pam” Kingpetcharat  

mpa/id 2005
douglas a. levine mpa 2008
alison a. loat mpp 2004
andrea m. marmolejo mpa 1988
Kathe f. mullally mc/mpa 1998
daniel J. ostergaard mc/mpa 2004
yasmin padamsee mc/mpa 2008
wendy pangburn mc/mpa 1986
pradeep singh mc/mpa 1991
Jacquelyne K. weatherspoon  

mc/mpa 1991, haa liaison
r. giles whiting Jr. mpp 2005

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS
paul d. Hodge mc/mpa 2000,  

haa liaison
greg a. rosenbaum mpp 1977

Dean’s alumni 
leadership Council
greg a. rosenbaum mpp 1977, chair
Joseph r. caldwell Jr.  

mc/mpa 1985, vice chair
Joan c. abrams mc/mpa 1993
geraldine acuna-sunshine  

mpp 1996
marilyn averill mc/mpa 2000
merribel s. ayres smg 1984
douglas K. bereuter mc/mpa 1973
stuart n. bernstein mpa 1991
Jeffrey p. bialos mpp 1980
william l. blais mpa 1982
osman f. boyner mpa 2001
teresa a. brady mpp 1983,  

hksee 2000
Joseph f. campbell Jr. mpp 1978
craig a. cardon mc/mpa 2002
alexandre v. chavarot mpp 1992
nancy r. connery mc/mpa 1979
robert l. culver mc/mpa 1978
omar daghestani mpp 2002
mark H. dalzell mpp 1979
diane c. damskey mpa 1988
James a. denaut mpa 1989
christine dillon mc/mpa 2004 
scott s. eblin mpa 1987
philip J. edmundson mc/mpa 2004
arturo i. fermandois mc/mpa 1994
ernesto fernandez-Hurtado  

mpa 1948
robert J. ferri Jr. mc/mpa 1986 
He José maría figueres mc/mpa 1991 
caroline l. flueh mpa 1990
douglas c. freeman mpp 1998
John b. gage hks 1971 
thomas d. gallagher mpp 1978
aaron g. gershenberg mpp 1989
Joshua gotbaum mpp 1976
paul d. Hodge mc/mpa 2000
Henry a. Hubschman mpp 1973
david l. Hulse mpp 1984
dwight n. Hutchins mc/mpa 1996
mazen J. Jaidah mpp 1996

david w. Johnson mpp 1983 
stacey K. Keare mpp 1994 
michael d. Kendall mpp 1983
John H. Kennedy Jr. mc/mpa 1988
florence Koplow mc/mpa 1995
James r. langevin mpa 1994
J. patterson lawson Jr. mc/mpa 1989  
nancy a. leamond, mcp 1974
peggy i. lents mpa 1974
leon s. loeb mpp 1972
Kent a. lucken mc/mpa 2001
yoko makino mc/mpa 1999
rajit malhotra mpa 2002
J. michael mcginnis mpp 1977 
patricia g. mcginnis mc/mpa 1975 
preston r. miller Jr. mc/mpa 1976
rodney d. miller mpp 1990
marcia c. morris mc/mpa 1993
paul much mpa 2009
ajay nagpal mpp 1992
Hilda m. ochoa-brillembourg  

mc/mpa 1972, hksee 2002
robert m. olian mpp 1977
anthony l. otten mpp 1981
anne f. reed mc/mpa 1981
eli rosenbaum mpp 2009
Jorge rosenblut mpa 1985
sean m. rowland mc/mpa 1997
sean c. rush mc/mpa 2007
danny e. sebright mc/mpa 2001 
cynthia d. shapira mpa 1979
daniel sheffey mpp 1989 
Harry a. sherr mc/mpa 2003
andrew m. sieg mpp 1992
michael p. spies mcrp 1982 
Heather a. steans mpp 1987 
robert b. suh mpa 1985 
Harriett t. taggart mcp 1973 
elizabeth m. tamposi mc/mpa 1984 
william H. tobey mpp 1984 
Joseph b. tompkins Jr. mpp 1975 
Judy l. wade mpp 1989 
Jill a. wagner mpa 1983 
Jennifer walto mpa 2009
stacey g. weber mpa 1990 
thomas g. white mpa 1982  
gita i. wirjawan mc/mpa 2000
Howard l. wolk mc/mpa 2002
wilfred y. wong mc/mpa 1987

Visiting Committee
Joel l. fleishman, chair
lawrence s. bacow mpp 1976
robert a. belfer
John m. deutch
cheryl l. dorsey mpp 1992
ann m. fudge
James a. Johnson
lawrence f. Katz
peter l. malkin
richard a. meserve
bijan mossavar-rahmani  

mc/mpa 1982
franklin d. raines
alice m. rivlin
david m. rubenstein
ralph l. schlosstein
marta tienda
lan Xue

Dean’s Council
peter l. malkin, chair
gianna angelopoulos-daskalaki, 

vice chair
roy l. ash 
thomas c. barry 
robert l. beal
robert a. belfer 
steven J. berger
daniel a. biederman
mary boies 
richard e. cavanagh
cecilia chan
victor l. chu
timothy c. collins
anthony p. conza 
Jamie a. cooper-Hohn mpa 1994

Howard e. cox Jr.
Jorge a. del calvo mpp 1981 
bharat desai
glenn dubin
bülent eczacibaşi
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the clorox company
Jan babiak and beth a. brooke, 

ernst & young
lorie d. Jackson mpa 1982  

and suzanne m. mccarron, 
exxonmobil corporation

patricia s. Harris and simone Hoyle, 
mcdonald’s corporation

michelle gadsden-williams, 
novartis

Krys moskal amdurer and  
angela l. schwers,  
pearson education

seraina maag hksee 2009,  
zurich north america

MEMBERS
carla abourjeily
maha al Juffali-ghandour
sharon l. allen
wendy d. appelbaum hksee 2003
elizabeth arky
carol bailey medwell
barbara J. beck
clare f. beckton mpa 2005
stephanie K. bell-rose mpa 1984
nicoletta bernardi
carol l. bernick
donna l. block
cecilia g. boone
michèle boutros-ghali hksee 2004
maria e. brennan
Kim r. brizzolara
maxine H. burton
mary K. carrington
deborah g. carstens
Joan f. chrestay hksee 2004
Kathy cloninger
lizbeth cooney
linda c. coughlin
laurie cunnington
darlene daggett
cristina de manuel Keenoy
roxanne J. decyk
cecile r. de Jongh
diane b. dixon 
sonnie dockser
lauren embrey
ivelisse r. estrada
nina fialkow
anne finucane
stacy g. fisher
Karen a. frank
carolee friedlander
carol fulp

pamela f. gallin
denise J. gatling
sandra v. gooch
sally walker guthrie
sheila t. Harrell
Kathy Harris
linda w. Hart
Joan m. Helpern
toni Holt Kramer
poppy Holzworth
Janis l. Jones
laurie m. Jonsson hksee 2002
fawziah abdul Karim
patricia o. Kouba 
roelfien a. Kuijpers
dianne laurance
barbara lee
robin leeds
renee b. levow
sheela levy
yanchun li
deborah lindholm
carol a. locke
ann w. lovell
paola lukši 
Julianne malveaux
florine mark
bobbi mcKenna
ellen mclaughlin hksee 2002
ellen mignoni
ellen J. moore
barbara morrison
marilyn c. nelson
gun nowak
anna ouroumian hksee 2003
Kristine pearson 
maureen peckman
carol m. penn
Joyce reuben 
nancy J. russell
sarina russo
Holly t. sargent
Hoda sarofim-sawiris
cynthia schwalm
susan silbermann
nada simon
pernille spiers-lopez
lois f. stark
liora sternberg
fredericka o. stevenson 
camelia sucu
mary green swig
davia b. temin
emily tong
beatrice trussardi hksee 2007
Kathleen m. valenti
damayanti p. vasudevan 
lauren J. wachtler
deidra J. wager
claudia walters
elise walton
marie c. wilson
ellen wingard



62 harvard kennedy school  63

m
a

rt
h

a
 s

te
w

a
rt

ways and 
means

Harvard Kennedy School Magazine recently spoke to Rush about the 
importance of annual giving.

Q when you came to Harvard Kennedy school as a mid-Career 
student, what struck you the most about the school?

My arrival in 2006 was very powerful. Having come from the 
corporate world, my “re-entry” into academia was one of culture 
shock. The vibrancy of the place and the energy of my fellow students 
combined to create an incredible year in my life. I found my out-of-
classroom interactions as important as my “in-class” experiences. 
Those formal as well as informal experiences deeply affected my view 
of the world at the ripe old age of 55. Who says old dogs can’t learn 
new tricks? My present job brings me to some of the most poverty-
stricken parts of the world to use my organization’s programs and 
services in very new and different ways and we’re having an impact.  
I doubt that I would have viewed my present organization and its 
potential in the same way were it not for the Kennedy School.

Q as the inaugural hks Fund chair, what message do you 
want to share with alumni, donors, and those who are 
considering an annual commitment to the school?

All great institutions, particularly universities, are indebted to the 
many donors (alumni, friends, and institutions) who have believed  
in and invested in the vision and mission of the school. Each year, 
hundreds of students come to the Harvard Kennedy School and 
choose to immerse themselves in a transformational experience. 
Today’s students, whether they realize it or not, owe a profound debt 
of gratitude to all those who came before them. Harvard Kennedy 
School has been an ongoing work-in-progress for more than 70 years 
and will always be a work-in-progress. It was Lucius Littauer’s gift 
that launched the school back in the Great Depression. And it has 
been the time, energy, and gifts of tens of thousands of faculty, staff, 
friends, and alumni that have made the institution what it is today. 
Today’s students, as are all alumni, are the beneficiaries of that legacy 
and that continual work-in-progress. 

Q with so many other organizations in need, why give  
to the Kennedy school?

As an alumnus, I give to the school for several reasons. First and  
foremost, the school was a transformational experience for me.  
It provided me with a pivotal inflection point in my life at a time 
when I was seeking a way to make a difference in the world after a 
25-plus-year career in the corporate sector. Second, whether I choose 
to be or not, I am, in my own small way, a part of this school’s legacy. 
As such, I feel obligated to sustain the ongoing investment made by 
those who came before me. Third, as a beneficiary of that legacy 
while I was a student, I believe it is essential that I give back to the 
institution that enabled me to pursue a second career that I had never 
even contemplated. And last, I believe strongly in investing in the 
future of Harvard Kennedy School. My sustained giving (along with 
that of my fellow alumni) over the years will enable the school to 
pursue its continual reinvention to support students whom I will 
neither meet nor see. I want to be confident that the Harvard 

Kennedy School of the future will have the financial fuel to meet  
the needs of students and the broader society that it serves.

An essential part of alumni giving at any university (and  
especially here) is consistency and sustainability. Steady, predictable, 
and growing alumni giving enables the dean and his staff to make 
informed decisions on the awarding of financial aid, faculty hiring, 
and other programmatic decisions. Knowing that there is a stable 
growing base of alumni giving is crucial for long-term planning and 
decision making. It doesn’t matter how much you give. What matters 
is that you give on a regular annual basis. Your gift can be $100 or 
$500 or $1000 or more. Those funds, contributed year after year, 
build a steady stream of funding that will allow the school to serve 
future generations of students, just as it served you while you were  
a student.

Q If I’m an alumnus/a with only a limited capacity to give,  
will my gift still matter?

Many alumni have pursued careers in public service that don’t 
provide them with the means to make large charitable contributions. 
However, your gift, no matter how small, is important. It provides  
a vote of confidence in our school and tells current and prospective 
students as well as faculty and staff that the school was an important 

and formative experience in your life. In addition, your gift, when 
combined with the thousands of gifts from your fellow alumni,  
adds up to multiple millions of dollars of funding to support a 
number of critical needs. 

Q what role does trust play in annual giving?
Trust is important in all relationships. That statement is true in any 
situation where funds are being donated to a university or other 
nonprofit organization. The Harvard Kennedy School “trusted” me 
when it accepted me to the school. It trusted that I would use my 
graduate experience not only to learn, but to use that learning to 
make a difference in the world. Hopefully, I am living up to that 
commitment. However, that trust relationship is reciprocal.  
I, in turn, trust the school to use the funds that I donate in the  
best interests of today’s students. And I know that it will.  s Ls

ambassador of Giving

It’s early fall, and Sean Rush mc/mpa 2007 is 

ready to embark on one of his many interna- 

tional jaunts for JA Worldwide, a nonprofit that 

provides financial literacy, workplace skills, and 

entrepreneurship training to nearly 10 million 

young people around the world. As ceo, Rush 

relishes any opportunity to meet the young 

people his organization serves. This trip will 

take him to Nairobi, 

where, among many 

other things, he will 

spend half a day with 

students from the 

Kibera Girls Soccer 

Academy — a free 

school for girls in  

the middle of Kibera, 

Nairobi’s largest 

slum. In 2006, after 

spending more than 25 years in the corporate 

sector, Rush decided to pursue his mpa at  

the Kennedy School, launching a new career 

that brings together his business acumen, 

passion for serving the public good, and fund- 

raising skills. These diverse capabilities have 

made Rush the ideal candidate for the volun-

teer position he currently holds at the Kennedy 

School: the inaugural hks Fund chair.

HKS Fund Chair 
Sean Rush  
mc/mpa 2007 
inaugurates  
a new era of 
philanthropy

l “ I believe it is essential 
that I give back to the 
institution that enabled 
me to pursue a second 
career that I had never 
even contemplated.”

r on the web
http://bit.ly/hks-ambassador-of-giving
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r on the web
www.hks.harvard.edu/jfk50

Why i’m a member of the 
hks Sustainers Circle  one 

of the great american fallacies 

is that we can create our own 

success without the support 

of others. one of the reasons 

that organizations can grow 

and thrive is that others before 

us have made the economic 

and social systems sufficiently 

robust and transparent that 

almost anyone can succeed. 

the experience i had as a 

student here was largely due 

to the efforts of people who 

put tremendous financial and 

intellectual capital into the 

school. since i was a beneficiary 

of that support, i feel i have 

not only a responsibility but an 

opportunity to participate in this 

investment to prepare the next 

generation of students. i work 

in the nonprofit sector, so i’m 

not making huge bucks, but my 

time at Harvard Kennedy school 

was a pivotal and influential 

one for me. as a result, i feel it 

is important to contribute to the 

school as so many others did 

before me. by giving, i want to 

acknowledge my appreciation for 

their investment and help future 

students benefit in a similar way.

Final say
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tHe 50th anniversary of the inauguration of John 
Fitzgerald Kennedy, the 35th president of the 
United States and the man in whose honor our 
school is named, was a timely reminder of the big 
ideas that marked his time in office as well as of 
his eloquent leadership. Harvard Kennedy School 
is involved in a series of activities honoring the 
president’s legacy. The school gratefully acknowl-
edges David M. Rubenstein for his generous 
support of these efforts.
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Ed Barker mpa 2000

lives l cambridge

Profession l director of 
corporate partnerships for 
earthwatch institute, boston

Passions l sustainable food 
systems, social enterprise, 
cycling, good books, chocolate

Current work l Harvard 
community action partners  
and the sharing foundation

Giving l member of the  
Harvard Kennedy school 
sustainer’s circle; has been 
giving to hks since 2003

r on the web

learn more about what you can do to 
support Harvard Kennedy school at  
www.hks.harvard.edu/giving

617-495-5293 
617-496-4511 fax

Photos and memorabilia from 
Kennedy’s campaign and presidency 
(clockwise from top right): the 1960 
election campaign; Kennedy’s inau-
gural and famous “Ask what you can 
do” speech; the Peace Corps; on the 
brink during the Cuban missile 
crisis; speaking to the nation on  
civil rights; the space program. 
The images, courtesy of the John  
F. Kennedy Presidential Library and 
Museum, are taken from an exhibit 
displayed at the Kennedy School. 

On the job at Earthwatch 
institute  i create and manage 

relationships with the corporate 

sector, supporting scientific field 

research that will expand their 

employees’ understanding of 

the natural world and help them 

integrate this knowledge into 

their work.

The most rewarding aspect 
of my career  so many of us 

who come to Harvard Kennedy 

school are motivated by a 

purpose larger than ourselves. 

this can manifest itself as 

either government service or 

working with organizations to 

serve the common good. in 

my case, i chose to work in the 

environmental sector. i enjoy 

exploring how we integrate issues 

like sustainability into what we 

understand as the business 

model of capitalism, in the same 

way we’ve done with health 

and safety, governance and 

transparency, and labor rights.

Recent projects i’ve been  

involved as a board member of  

the chewonki foundation and  

the maine congress of lake  

associations, two environmental 

education organizations that have 

been challenged by the current 

economic climate. in a time when 

kids are spending less time out-

doors, we’re learning that many  

of the challenges they face, like 

behavioral disorders and obesity, 

can be improved with more time  

in natural environments. Helping 

these groups continue to succeed 

during this time is a great applica-

tion of a wide range of skills i de-

veloped at the Kennedy school. 
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r on the web

reunion: www.hks.harvard.edu/about/alumni/reunions
HKS giving: www.hks.harvard.edu/about/giving

With your support, the 
tradition continues.
 please consider making a gift in honor of  

 Reunion WeeKend 

l may 13–14, 2011 

the theme of this year’s reunion is “Continuing  
a tradition of public Service,” in honor of the 50th 
anniversary of jfk’s presidency. as champions 
of president Kennedy’s legacy and call to public 
service, come celebrate your commitment and 
reconnect with your classmates.

to make a reunion gift or to join a reunion 
Committee, contact meg mcmullen at  
megan_mcmullen@hks.harvard.edu or  
617-495-5266. You can also make a gift online.

reunion 
classes 

1981 
1986 
1991 
1996 
2001 
2006




